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Allah

| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

1

(65 :40 « He) Cnalall G5 & Saall® 530 &1 Cpaldin 5,236 54 W) A1) ¥ A0 5h

He is the Eternally Living; there is no deity except Him. So, call upon Him, (being) sincere to Him in
religion. (All) praise is (due) to Allah, Lord of the Worlds (Ghafir, 40: 65).
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Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful, the King, the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the Predominant, the
Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior, the Creator, the Maker, the Originator of the Heavens and
the Earth, the First Creator of the Heavens and the Earth, the Forgiver of Sin, the Subduer, the Bestower,
the Provider, the Opener, the Knowing, the Surrounding, the Hearer, the Seer, the Wise Judge, the Subtle,
the Acquainted, the Forbearer, the Thankful, the High, the Grand, the Great, the Preserver, the Sustainer,
the Reckoner, the Generous, the Watchful, the Nearby, the Responder, the Loving, the Praised, the
Glorious, the Witness, the Truth, the Manifester, the Clear, the Disposer of Affairs, the Sufficient, the
Powerful, the Strong, the Sought for Help, the Caretaker, the Supporter, the Best of Planners, the Best of
Deciders, the Guide to the Truth, the Eternally Living, the Reviver of the Dead, the Bringer of the Dead from
the Living, the Sustainer of the Universe, the One God, the Eternal, the Predominant over His Affairs, the
Doer of What He Wants, the Able, the Best of the Capable, the Best of Preparers, the First, the Last, the
Manifest, the Latent, the Good, the Kind, the Acceptant of Repentance, the Pardoner, the Kind, the Rich
Who is Free of Need, the Light of the Heavens and the Earth, the Inheritor, the Best of the Accommodators,
the Cleaver of the Daybreak, the Cleaver of the Grains and Seeds, the Utmost in Powers, the Severe in
Punishment, the Severe in Torment, the One with Revenge, the Source of Righteousness, the One with
Favors, the One with Abundance, the One with Ascents, the One with Majesty and Honor, the Highest in
Ranks, the Lord of the Throne, the Lord of the Might, the Lord of Sirius, the Lord of the Heavens and the
Earth, the Lord of the Sunrises and the Sunsets, the Lord of the Daybreak, the Lord of Everything, the Lord
of the People, and the Lord of the Worlds.
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| seek refuge with God from the Stoned Shaytan (Satan)
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction and argue with them in a way that is best.
Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing of who is
(rightly) guided (Al-Na’hl, 16: 125).

And who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah, and does righteousness, and says, "Indeed, |
am of the Muslims" (Fussilat, 41: 33).

The Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “Teach on my behalf, even one verse (of the Holy Quran) (Al-
Tirmidthi: 2669, Al-Bukhari: 3461).

*k%k

This book is a scientific view of Islam, introducing it to average readers, researchers, and policy makers. In
addition to providing basic information about this religion, it attempts to answer some of the fundamental
questions about the human existence and its purpose. Moreover, it is intended to be a main source of
knowledge about this great religion, which is followed by about 1.7 billion people worldwide.

Verses from the Holy Quran are the main source of information for the topics discussed in this book, and
other books written by this author about Islam, followed by ‘Hadeeths (sayings) of the Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him (pbbuh). Then, interpretations of the Quran verses by the most renowned
Muslim scholars, , particularly Al-Tabari, Al-Qurtubi, and Ibn Katheer, are used as a background for
understanding the meanings of verses.. Their interpretations are valued for including ‘Hadeeths of the
Prophet, pbbuh, as well as opinions and applications of his Companions, may Allah be pleased with them
(mAbpwt). Finally, verses of the Holy Quran, mentioned in the discussed topics, are explained in relation
to our contemporary knowledge from the social and natural sciences, particularly anthropology, sociology,
biology, and cosmology. The objective is to show that the Holy Quran is the Word of Allah (the God), praise
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to Him, as it contains so many scientific facts, which have been discovered only in the past few centuries.
Consequently, it is an assurance to believers and an invitation to others, to believe in the Lord of the Worlds,
and His Message to humanity.

This author has divided his work about Islam into seven related books (parts). The first book (Islam: A
Scientific View of God’s Message to Humanity) includes ten chapters. It starts with a brief introduction about
the Holy Quran, the Sunna, and Islamic research, as the main sources of knowledge about Islam. Then,
there is an introduction to the three levels of faith: Islam (performing the five duties), leman (faith), and
I’hsan (righteousness). This is followed by a discussion about of the scientific evidence for God’s existence
and for the Holy Quran as His message to humanity. An exploration is conducted, after that, about the issue
of creation and evolution, from an Islamic perspective, including how life started on Earth, how it evolved,
and the divine intervention. God’s decision to honor humans as worthy of ruling over Earth is also
addressed, with particular attention to Adam’s winning of the contest with the angels and getting out of
Paradise. Then, there is an investigation of the issue of whether humans are free in their choice to believe
in God or not. This is followed by an examination of some relationships of special importance in explaining
the tenets of Islam. The first is the relationship between the spiritual and physical aspects of Islamic
teachings. The second is the relationship between the concepts of the mind, self, soul, spirit, and happiness.
The third is the relationship between the heart and the mind. With God’s will, this book has been completed
and published on amazon.com, to enable readers to get it as a paper copy. In addition, it is available to
readers for free reading and downloading on the author’s two websites: ccun.org and aljazeerah.info.

The second book (The Five Pillars of Islam: A Scientific View of the Two Proclamations of Faith, Prayer,
Charity, Fasting, and Pilgrimage) includes five chapters, providing basic information about the first level of
faith (Islam), as manifested in the five pillars of the faith structure. These are the Islamic proclamation of
faith, performing prayers, giving Zakat (charity), fasting the month of Ramadhan, and making the Haj
(pilgrimage) to the House of Allah in Makkah, once in a person’s lifetime, if possible. Each one of these
mandated ways of worship is explained in terms of rationale, rules, and practices, directly from the verses
of the Holy Quran, ‘Hadeeths explaining them, and interpretations of Islamic scholars. In addition,
contemporary scientific research is used to show the benefits of performing them, to the individual and to
society. This book has also been completed and published, together with the first book, in one volume, on
amazon.com, to enable readers to get it as a paper copy. In addition, it is available to readers for free
reading and downloading on the author’s two websites, mentioned above.

The following three remaining books address the second level of faith (leman), namely, the belief in Allah
(the God) and in His angels, messengers, messages, the Last Day, as well as in His precise measurement
and His just decrees. Thus, the third book (Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for
Humans?) aims at knowing about Allah, praise to Him, through His names and His adjectives, which He
mentioned in the Holy Quran. It also contains His rationale for the creation of humans on the Earth. This
book has also been completed and published on amazon.com, to enable readers to get it as a paper copy.
In addition, it is available to readers for free reading and downloading on the author’'s two websites,
mentioned above.

The fourth book (Messengers of Allah to His Intelligent Creations) contains seven chapters, about the
Messengers of Allah, praise to Him, to humans and jinn. It starts with a chapter about angels, who are the
honored worshippers and messengers of Allah to His creations. Then, there are five chapters about the five
human messengers, known for their determination and for the miracles they were provided with. These are
Noo’h, Ibraheem, Moosa, ‘Eisa, and Mu’hammed (Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mu’hammed), peace
and blessings of Allah be upon them. The seventh chapter is about the Night Journey and Ascent to
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heavens (Al-Isra Wal Mi'raj), which was a miracle, honoring the final Prophet of Allah. It was also a glad
tiding to humans, that they can fly over the regions of the Earth, and through space to heavens, with
permission of Allah. This book has not been published as a paper copy yet. However, its English version is
available to readers for free reading and downloading on the author’s two websites, mentioned above.

The fifth book (God’s Precise Measurement, His Just Decrees, and the Last Day) addresses the remaining
articles of the second level of faith (leman). It contains three chapters, about signs of the Hour, the Last
Day, as well as God’s Precise Measurement and His Just Decrees (Al-Qadar wal Qadha). This book has
not been published as a paper copy yet. However, the English versions of its second and third chapters are
available to readers for free reading and downloading on the author’s two websites, mentioned above.

Concerning the third level of faith (I'hsan), it will be addressed, God willing, in two books. The sixth book
(An Introduction to Islamic Shari'a: Commands of Prohibition and Admonition in the Holy Quran”) is
available, as an initial draft version, to readers for free reading and downloading on the author’s two
websites, mentioned above. The seventh book is a continuation of the “Introduction to Islamic Shari’a,”
but it contains “God’s commands of Justice and Righteousness.” It has not been completed yet.

*k%k



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar i

Table of Contents

INErOUCHION ... e 001
Chapter 1: God's Physical FEatUres ...........c.ouiiiiiiiiii e, 002
Chapter 2: Why Did Allah Create Humans on Earth? ......... ..o, 006
Chapter 3: Methodological BaCKgroUNd .............cooiuiiiiiiii e 010
Chapter 4: The Longer List of the Good Names of Allah ... 017
Chapter 5: Verbal Names, Unique Qualities Denied to Others, and Deducted Traits ....................... 281
Table 1: The Arabic Longer List of 151 Good Names of Allah in Arabic ............ccccoooviiiiii i, 297
Table 2: English Translation of the Longer List of 151 Good Names of Allah ................................. 298
Table 3: The Arabic Shortened List of 99 Good Names of Allah in ArabiC .............coooviiiiiiiininn. 299
Table 4: The English Shortened List of 99 Good Names of Allah in English ..................... 300
Documentation and Elaboration NOteS ......... ... 301-388

*k%k

The list of 151 Good Names of Allah, as numbered in this book:

1. B0 ANEN (TRE GOU) vttt 018
2 A GO oo e 020
3. ol fUlj GO OF tE PEOPIE ..o 021
4. A THe BENEAICENT ..v.veeeeeeeeeeeeee et 023
5. A TNE MEICHUL .....oooeeeee oo, 027
6. Crand S AR The MOSEMEIGIUL .. ... oo 029
7. Gl 31 53 The Best 0f the MErCiful ........voveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 030



j  Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

8. :‘-AA)M jS The One with (P0oSSeSSOr Of) MEIrCY .......cviiiiiii e, 033
9. M\ The King, The SOVEIEIGN ... ..uiiiii i 034
10. :ﬂ;\hj‘ The Great King, The Great SOvereign ... ... 036
11. u-d‘ e}-’ gﬂ!\i\ Owner of the Day of Accountability ..., 037
12, LAY S0 Owner of the DOMINION «.......ve..eveeee e 038
13, 5381 THE HOIY ..o 040
14, I THE PEACE ...t 042
15. :)A)fd\ The Believer in His Godhood, The safeguard of Believers .............ccccoeiiiiiiiiiinnn., 044
16, CaAl) THe PredOMINANt «.........rve.eeveeeeeee oo eeeee e 046
17. 3—1)’4‘ The Exalted in His Rare Might ..o e 047
18, HG2) The COMPEIET ..o 050
19. )ai-vd\ THE SUDPBIIOT ... e e, 051
20. BTN The CrEatOr «......vv.ooeveeeeeeee oo 052
21. :SM\ The Creative and Constant Creator ............ooiuiiiii e 054
22. u_@jl;j\ f)—wé\ The Best Of Creators ... 055
23. :5,)1-\3‘ The Maker, The Inventor, the CUIEr ..o e 057
24. é—’lﬂ\ Originator of the Heavens and the Earth ... 059
25. jl:\.d\ First Creator of the Heavens and the Earth ... 060
26. j}iaﬂ\ The Fashioner, THE SRADPET .........ee oo 062
27, 8 BE FOrGIVEr O SIN vvvooeeooeee oo 064
28. Jjgﬂ‘ The Perpetual FOrgiver ... oo 066

29 G The MOSt FOIGIVING .o 068



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar k

uﬁ)ﬁw\ f)P The Best Of FOIQIVEIS ......ciiiiiii i e 069
3)5#-03\ jS The One with (Possessor of) FOrgiveness ...........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeee e 070
5 Sl &) 3 The Vast in FOIGIVENESS ..............voveieieeeieieee e 071
§}§§Lﬂ\ Jﬁ‘ The Source of FOrgiveNESsS ... ..ouuieiii e 073
L‘Sﬁﬁ\ Jﬁ‘ The Source of RighteoUSNESS ... ..o 074
AN The SUBUUET ... 077
,,)LG—“M The Prevailing SUDAUET ... ... e 078
‘}J-‘UJ\ THE BESIOWET ..ot 080
:3\,))3\ The Provider, The SUSLaINer ...t 081
uﬁ)\)ﬂ 3—1& The Best of Providers, The Best of Sustainers ................cooiin, 083
}Cuﬁj\ The Opener, The JUAQE . ..uinii i e aeaees 085
u;n-’m‘ }A The Best of Openers, The Best of Judges ..., 086
é:‘;;j\ The Knowing, The Knowledgeable, The Omniscient ..............coooviiiiiiiiiiic 087
u;\’-l\ ééu‘— Knower of the UnKnown ... 090
§31-é-m‘j u-ﬂd\ 541-5 Knower of the Unknown and the Known ..., 091
E.Aj;!ﬁ\ é;y@ Knower of the UNKNOWNS .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 093
%’&45 &fﬂ‘j Vast (Encompassing), KNOWING .......o.iiiiiiiiii e 094
i‘;‘%ﬂ\ The Surrounding and Encompassing (in His Knowledge and Power) ........................ 096
é-w-ul\ The Hearer, The All-Hearing ..., 098
ypaaill The Seer, TRE AIFSEEING v ovveeoeeoeeeoeeeeeeoeeoeeoeeoeeoeeoeeeee 101
é.&;l\ The Wise, The Judge, The Perfect ...........coiiiiiiii e 103

CraSWATl 3 The Best Of JUAGES .. .veveveeeeee oo, 105



| Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

52. (32aSIall 28T The WiSest OF JUAGES .. .v..oveeoeeeeeeeeeeee oo 107
53. ;45; "@-n‘j Vast, Encompassing in His Wise Judgment ..., 108
54. Q:\Lﬂ\ The Subtle, The Gentle, The Gracious to His Creations ...............ocoveieviiiiiiiiiininne. 109
55. 3—'-\33‘ The Expert, The AcQUaiNted ..o e e aaas 112
56. é:\u‘ The Forbearer ....... ... 115
57. 35\-*35\ The Thankful, The Appreciative ..o 117
58. j;&.ﬁ\ The Most Thankful, The Most Appreciative ..., 118
59. GH\ THE HIGN e 119
60. Jw‘ The Higher than His Creations ...........ccooiiiiiii e, 121
1. ol N) THE HIGRESE .o 122
62. )—'—‘SM TRE GANG ... e e, 124
63. AR The Great ........cooovvoo oo 126
64. jﬂ\éj\ The Preserver, The Guardian, The Protector, The Watcher ...................cocooins 129
65. Lﬁﬂ\ The Strong Preserver, Guardian, Protector, Watcher ...............ccoiiiiiiiii, 130
66. i‘;ﬂ-d\ The Sustainer, The Provider of SUStENaNCe ...........cooiiiiiiii e 131
67. ‘-}4-‘-*—&3\ The Reckoner, The Accountant, The Calculator ...........c.cooiiiiiiiiiii e, 132
68. E.JU-“%E\ é—u-w The Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation ...................ccoviiiin, 134
69. u—i-w\éj‘ éﬂ‘ The Fastest of Accountants, Calculators, and Reckoners ............................ 136
70. éﬁ)ﬁ\ THE GENEIOUS ..ot ee et e et e et e e e et e e e et e et eee e e e 136
71. é)SY\ THE MOSE GENEIOUS ........viiieiiieiii ettt 138
72. S8 50 The Watchful, TR ODSEIVET ............c.oeeeeeicceeeeeeeeeeeeee e 140

73. € 8l The NE@rby, TE CIOSE «........veveeeeeeeeeeee oo 140



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar m

74. M\ The Responder, The RESPONSIVE ..ot 141
75. u;f‘:‘ﬂ‘ e*—’ Praised is the Best of the Responders ... 144
76. 353511 The Loving, The AFECHONALE ... v ooe oo 145
77. Asaall The Praised, The PraiSEWOItNY ...t 147
78. LAl THE GIOMOUS ... v 149
79. 1 THE WIHNESS ...t 151
80. oﬂ\ The Truth, The Right ... e 152
81. ua-vd\ THE MANITESIET ..o, 155
82. 3:‘5)3\ The DisSposer Of AffairS .. ...ii e 156
83. d—‘sjj\ a2 Praised is the Best Disposer of Affairs ..............ccoveriiieeeeeeeeie e, 159
84. @153\ THE SUFFICIBNT ...ttt 160
85. 5 51 THE POWEITUL ... oo ee oo e e et eee oot 161
86. §3ﬁ\ ji POSSESSOr Of the POWET ... 164
87, AN THE SIONG e 165
88. &M‘ The One Sought for Help ..o 166
89. Z’_,le\ The General Caretaker ..o 167
90. g_,JjAl\ The Special CaretaKer ... ..o 168
91. Q}Aﬂ a*—’ Praised is the Best Special Caretaker ..o, 171
92. j;t..a.t” T SUP PO ..o e 172
93. 3;'-4*3\ a*—’ Praised is the Best SUPPOIMEr ... ... 172
94 u;’_)mu\ _});\A The Best Of SUPPOMErS .....viniiii e 173

95

u—’)sw‘ }b The Best Of PIaNNErs ... e 174



n

Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar
96. Cxbaldll X The Best Of DECIAENS v .vv.ovvooeooeoeeeoeeeoeeoeeeeoeeeeeooeeoeoe 176
97. Lﬁé‘-@j‘ The Guide to the Right Path ................coo 177
98. QAJ\ The ELerNally LIVING ......veeeeeee oo 178
99. (5 3al) (3% REVIVET OFthe DEAU .....ve.eeveeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 183
100. QAJ\ % u-\—d\ & A% Bringer of the Dead from the Liing ..................ccoovcoovvveveeeeeen 184
101. éﬁﬂj‘ The Sustainer of the Universe ..., 185
102, 3350 The ON€ (GO) v 186
103. 355V The UniqUelY ON6 (GOG) -....vveoveoeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeoeeoeeoeeeeoeeeeeee 188
104. Alall The Eternal, Self-Sufficient, and the Absolute ... 189
105. b)A\ Z_AQ &JL:. The Predominant Over His Affairs .........ccoviiiiiiii e 190
106. 25 Ll (38 Doer of What HE WANS ...vv.vooee oo 191
107, 3G The ADIE ..o 193
108. 32381l THE CAPADIE ... eeeeeeeeeeeee et 195
109. HX8AN The Perfect in ADIIItY ... ..o oo oeeoeoe oo 197
110. &ys 2l 223 Praised is the Best of the Capable ..................ccoooviveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeee 198
111. bjié\-ﬁ‘ 23 Praised is the Best of the Preparers ................ccccouooeeeiaiieieieeceiaeieenes 200
112, 353V THE FIESt oo 201
113, 58T THE LASt .o 202
114. };LL'J\ THE MANITESE ..., 203
115, SR THe LAEN oo 205
116. 50 The GO0, THE KING ... oeoe oo 206

117. 3—1\}\5\ The Acceptant of Repentance ....... ... 208



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar o]

118. &.—’;ﬂ‘ U;'\-S' The Acceptor of REPENLANCE ........oviiii e 209
119, 380 THE PAIONET ... ..o eeeoe oo eeeeeeeee oo eeee oo eee oo ee oo 212
120. S99 TRE KING ... 214
121. ;r"d‘ The Rich, The Free of Need, The Self-Sufficient, ........c...coiiiiiiiiis 216
122, s ¥V 5 <l 3Ll ) 55 Light of the Heavens and the Earth .............ooooovooooeeeoeeeee 221
123, G330 30 ThE INRGIHOT oo 226
124, 853130 503 The Best Of INNETHOTS ...vv.vooeooee oo 228
125. u;d)-'-‘u\ 3;\3 The Best of Accommodators, the Best of Descenders ...............cccoeeveviiiennnnn. 230
126. CL’-‘AY\ :"931-3 Cleaver (Splitter) of the Day Break ............cccoviiiiiiiiiii e 232
127. Csjfﬂ\j “—\AJ‘ :3513 Cleaver (Splitter) of grain and seeds ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiii 233
128. Jaul)l LT The Severe (Utmost) in Powers and Capabiliies ... 236
129. “—’M\ 3:'3-5* The Severe in PUNISNMENt ... e 237
130. &.—1\33& 3:’3-*3 The Severe in TOrMENt ... e 238
131. e:d\ “—’\3“— 33 The One with the Painful Punishment ... 241
132, A& 53 The ONE With REVENGE .........eveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 241
133. dmﬁj‘ 33 The One with (P0ossSessor of) Favors ..........ouiiiiiiiiii e 243
134. dj-u\ ji The One with (Possessor of) Abundance ............cocoiiiiiiiiiiii e, 246
135. g}iﬁi\ ji The One with the ASCENTS ..o 247
136. uijd\ }3 The One With the Throne ... e 248
137. @Dos}?‘j JM‘ }3 One with the Majesty and HONOT ..............ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiieciee e 251
138, S J31 875 The HIGeSt in RANKS «.........oveeeereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese s e 252

139, o L OMd oo 254



p Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

G50 €07 The LOr OF the TATOME «....vveceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 257
53801 0y Lord OF tNe MIGE ... eveeo e 258
LS};:;J‘ “—U Lord of Sirius (the known star) ...... ..o 260
uﬁjy\} <l 3aldl &) Lord of the Heavens and the Earth ..........o.ovvveevveeeeeeeeeeee. 262
gt s ubjg\j <l 3l & Lord of the Heavens, the Earth, and What is Between them .264
&.—’);"-ﬂ‘j é)M\ ‘—U Lord of the Sunrise and the Sunset ..o, 267
u;\-uuj‘ ‘:’Jj u:é)-ﬁwj‘ u) Lord of the Two Sunrises and the Two Sunsets .................... 268
&.—U,&f“i\j wa‘ &) Lord of the Sunrises and the SUNSELS ......ovovovvoveoeoeeeeee 270
@E&\ ) LOTd OF the DAYDIEAK <. .veveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 273
£ U8 C07) Lo OF EVEIVINING . veveoeeeeeeee et 274
N C) 0T OF the PEODIE ... 275

Craladl €Ty Lord OF the WOTIAS oo 277



Introduction

a3 A o i
Cﬁéy\ g".fo&j]\ &) é.u:a

| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Allah, praise to Him, in His Highness (Sub’hanahu wa Ta'ala) has instructed Muslims to "seek refuge with
Him from the Stoned Shaytan (Cursed and expelled Satan)," whenever they start reciting the Holy Book Al-
Na'hl, 16: 98). This also applies to prayers, before starting the recitation of the first Chapter of the Holy
Quran, and at the start of any action, to be shielded against the evil of the Shaytan whispering. In addition,
the description of the Shaytan (Satan) as "Stoned" is a reference to the story of Ibraheem (Abraham), peace
be upon him, who threw stones at the Shaytan, when he tried to dissuade him away from obedience to

Allah, as we learn from the ‘Hadith. 1

So, | seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan, in the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful,
and peace and blessing be upon His final Messenger, Mu’hammed, his family, his Companions, and
those who follow his guidance, until the Day of Recompense.

This Book is About Allah, Praise to Him, as He has described Himself in the Holy Quran. It attempts to
provide information about Who He is and what He wants for us, humans.

It is divided into five chapters and a section containing the book notes, which includes the documentation
and referencing of the Holy Quran verses and 'Hadiths, mentioned in various chapters. It also addresses
some topics with more details than mentioned in the book chapters.

The first chapter addresses the topic of God’s physical features, which He has mentioned in the Holy Quran.
The second chapter attempts to explain why Allah has created humans, on Earth, and what He wants for
them. The third chapter is about the methodological background of writing about the Good Names of Allah.
The fourth chapter is the largest in this book. It contains a list of the Good Names of Allah, which represent
His traits and capabilities, as mentioned literally and directly in Holy Quran, with verse references and
explanation of each Name, and how its meanings can be applied to our everyday life. The fifth chapter
includes three categories of the attributes of Allah, which have not been included in the long list of the Good
Names of Allah. These are verbal names, qualities of Allah which are denied to others, and traits deducted
by other authors. The fifth chapter also provides a table containing the 151 listed Good Names of Allah,
which are mentioned in the fourth chapter. Finally, the fifth chapter provides another table, which contains
the 99 Good Names of Allah, as selected by this author, in response to the call of the Prophet, pbbuh, to
Muslims. This list is selected from the larger list mentioned in the fourth chapter and first table, after the
exclusion of other Names, which are derivatives of the same root verb.

This author is solely responsible for the translation of the verses and the ‘Hadeeths mentioned in this book.
This applies to both the specific translation of meanings and the summary translation of verse

interpretations, which are attributed to the cited Islamic scholars. 2

*kk kkk kkk
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Allah,
His Good Names,
Who Is He?

What Does He Want for Humans?

As He Described Himself in the Holy Quran

*k*

Chapter 1

God's Physical Features

**k%
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| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

**k%

Allah, Praise to Him in His Highness (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala) is the One, the Eternal, “Whom none has ever
been equal to,” as stated in Surat Al-Ikhlas (112: 1-4). “There is nothing like Him,” as stated in Surat Al-
Shoora (42: 11).

With that stated, several verses of the Holy Quran mention some physical features of Allah. Al-Tabari
mentioned that the tradition of early Muslim scholars is to mention these physical features of God, as
described in the Holy Quran and the ‘Hadith, without trying to equate them with the physical features of

humans. 3

Here are few examples of the physical features of Allah, praise to Him, from the Holy Quran, which mention
that He sat on the Throne, He hears and sees, and He has a face and two hands.

1. Allah, Praise to Him in His Highness, has a Face, which illuminates (gives light to) the Throne, as
interpreted by scholars, in Ayatul Kursi (The Verse of the Chair) above. Believers direct their prayers and
good deeds to the Face of Allah, as in verses 2: 115, 2: 272, 30: 38, 30: 39, and 76: 9 of the Holy Quran.

(115:2 ¢ bl e gl adl &) ady Ay g 5056 Ll & jaall 5yl 4l
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To Allah belong (the directions of) the sunrise and the sunset. Whichever (direction) you turn to, there is
the Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Vast (and) Knowledgeable (Al-Bagara, 2: 115).

Whatever good you spend is for yourselves, (provided that) you give it seeking the Face of Allah. And
whatever good you spend shall be repaid to you (in full), you shall not be treated unjustly (Al-Baqara, 2:
272).

And give to the kinsman his due, and to the needy, and to the destitute traveler. That is best for those who
want the Face of Allah, and those are the winners (Al-Room, 30: 38).

That which you give in Zakat (charity), wanting the Face of Allah, those (amounts) will be multiplied many
times (for you in rewards) (Al-Room, 30: 39)

'We feed you for the Face of Allah, we neither want a reward from you nor gratitude (Al-Insan, 76: 9).

2. Some verses of the Holy Quran mention that Allah, Praise to Him in His Highness, has a Throne to sit
on, as follows:

(547« aa ) Gasadl e il 2 H b ga V15 cl sl G gal Al &5 )
e—!
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Surely your Lord is Allah, who created the Heavens and the Earth in six days, then sat on the Throne
(Al-A'araf, 7: 54).

Surely your Lord is Allah, who created the Heavens and the Earth in six days, then sat on the Throne,
governing (His creation). There is no intercessor except by His permission. That is Allah, your Lord, so
worship Him. Will you not remember? (Younus, 10: 3).

3. The Verse of the Chair (2: 255), mentioned in the Good Name of Allah, Al-‘Hayyu (the Eternally Living),
tells us that Allah, praise to Him in His Highness, has a Chair to put His Feet on, as mentioned in the

authentic (Sa’hi’h) ‘Hadith. 4

4. The following verses tell us that Allah, praise to Him, has Hands, extending them with provision for His
creations and with support for those who believe in Him. With His Hands, He gives or denies that which He
wills for whom He wills. He has power over all things.


http://quran.al-islam.com/Loader.aspx?pageid=217&SuraNum=2&AyaNum=272&Return=http%3a%2f%2fquran.al-islam.com%2fPortals%2fal-islam_com%2fLoader.aspx%3fpageid%3d223%26Words%3d%d9%88%d8%ac%d9%87%2b%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d9%87%26Level%3dexact%26Type%3dphrase%26Page%3d0%26SectionID%3d-1
http://quran.al-islam.com/Loader.aspx?pageid=217&SuraNum=2&AyaNum=272&Return=http%3a%2f%2fquran.al-islam.com%2fPortals%2fal-islam_com%2fLoader.aspx%3fpageid%3d223%26Words%3d%d9%88%d8%ac%d9%87%2b%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d9%87%26Level%3dexact%26Type%3dphrase%26Page%3d0%26SectionID%3d-1
http://quran.al-islam.com/Loader.aspx?pageid=217&SuraNum=30&AyaNum=38&Return=http%3a%2f%2fquran.al-islam.com%2fPortals%2fal-islam_com%2fLoader.aspx%3fpageid%3d223%26Words%3d%d9%88%d8%ac%d9%87%2b%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d9%87%26Level%3dexact%26Type%3dphrase%26Page%3d0%26SectionID%3d-1
http://quran.al-islam.com/Loader.aspx?pageid=217&SuraNum=30&AyaNum=39&Return=http%3a%2f%2fquran.al-islam.com%2fPortals%2fal-islam_com%2fLoader.aspx%3fpageid%3d223%26Words%3d%d9%88%d8%ac%d9%87%2b%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d9%87%26Level%3dexact%26Type%3dphrase%26Page%3d0%26SectionID%3d-1
http://quran.al-islam.com/Loader.aspx?pageid=217&SuraNum=76&AyaNum=9&Return=http%3a%2f%2fquran.al-islam.com%2fPortals%2fal-islam_com%2fLoader.aspx%3fpageid%3d223%26Words%3d%d9%84%d9%88%d8%ac%d9%87%2b%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d9%87%26Level%3dexact%26Type%3dphrase%26Page%3d0%26SectionID%3d-1
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The bounty is in the Hand of Allah, He gives it to whomsoever He wills. Allah is Vast, Knowledgeable (Al-
'Imran, 3: 73).

The Jews said: "The Hand of Allah is chained." It is their hands, which are chained, and they were cursed
for what they said. Rather, His both Hands are extended (with provision), He spends as He wills (Al-
Maeda, 5: 64).

And Who sends the winds bearing glad tidings between Both Hands of His Mercy (Al-Naml, 27: 63).
Blessed be He in whose Hand is the Kingdom, He is powerful over all things (Al-Mulk, 67: 1).

Say: 'O Allah, Owner of the Sovereignty (Power). You give the governance to whom You will and take the
governance away from whom You will. You exalt whom You will and debase whom You will. In Your Hand
is good. You have power over all things (Al-'Imran, 3: 26).

The three renowned Muslim scholars related three interpretations for Verse 3: 26, which mentioned the
hand of Allah, praise to Him, as follows:

The first interpretation focused on stating that the good, power, and exaltedness are in the Hand of Allah.
He gives or denies them to that which He wills. He took them out of the Children of Israel because they
rejected God's message, which was delivered to them by Jesus Christ, peace be upon him. Instead, He
exalted His Prophet Muhammed, pbbuh, by giving him the final and complete Message of God to Humanity.

The second interpretation mentioned that the verse was about the Christians of Najran, in southern Arabia,
who worshipped Jesus Christ as God, just because he showed miracles to the Children of Israel, to
persuade them to believe in him as a Messenger of God. In this Verse, Allah, Praise to Him in His Highness,
is telling worshippers of Jesus that only God can exalt somebody like Jesus to perform such miracles, as
He is powerful over all things.

The third interpretation was that the verse was revealed in response to a call by Prophet Muhammed,
pbbuh, who asked Allah, praise to Him, to support Muslims in conquering the Persian and Roman empires.
The call was answered when the entire Persian empire was conquered by Muslims and the Persian Nation
became a Muslim nation contributing to the spread of Islam in Asia. In addition, most of the Roman empire
was conquered by Muslims, particularly eastern (Levant), western (Spain), and southern (North African)
Mediterranean coasts. Only the northern Mediterranean coasts stayed under the Roman rule until the rise
of the Ottoman empire, when Greece and major parts of eastern Europe became under the Muslim Ottoman
rule.
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5. Many verses of the Holy Quran state that Allah, Praise to Him in His Highness, hears and sees. He is
also described as Hearer and Seer, as well as The Hearer and The Seer.

There are 47 verses in the Holy Quran, in which Allah is described as Samee' (Hearer)." There are 20
verses which describe Him as Al-Samee'a (The Hearer).

There are 42 verses in the Holy Quran, in which Allah is described as "Baseer," (Seer). There are three
verses which describe Him as Al-Baseer (The Seer). These are Al-Isra (17 :1), Al-Shoora (42: 11), and
Ghafir (40: 20).

In the following three verses, Allah, praise to Him in His Highness, states that He hears and sees:
(46 :20 « k) (sl s foal Wdan JH) BAS Y 08
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(Allah) said: Do not fear (the Pharaoh), | am with you: | hear and see (everything) (Ta Ha, 20: 46).

Allah has heard the taunt of those who said: "Allah is poor and we are rich!" We shall write (record) what
they said and (write) their killing of the prophets without a right (to do so), and We shall say (to them): "Taste
the torture of the (Scorching) Fire (Al-'Imran, 3: 181).

Allah has heard the saying (statement) of (the woman) who argues with you about her husband; and she
complains (in prayer) to Allah; and Allah hears your dialogue. Indeed, Allah is Hearer and Seer (Al-
Mujadalah, 58: 1).

6. The human being has a face, eyes, ears, hands, and feet as his/her Creator has His own, which do not
necessarily look like those of humans. Thus, Allah, praise to Him, created humans in the best image, as
stated in Verse 95: 4.

(4:95 ¢« HEN) arsil cpdl L Gy WA

Al-Tabari and Ibn Katheer interpreted the last word of the verse, "Taqweem," as "Soorah," the accurate
translation of which is "image." Al-Qurtubi also interpreted it as image but added that Allah, Praise to Him
in His Highness, created human beings on His Image, the Best Image. They have face, eyes, ears, hands,
and feet, as He has. They also have some of His traits, which are blown into them from His Spirit, such as
justice, mercy, and compassion. He distinguished them from His other creations on Earth by enabling them
of walking upright, speaking, knowing right and wrong, and having the capability to choose between them.
The same meaning came in verse 64: 3, as follows:

(3:64 ¢ GIRAN Huadll ) 57285 5l uald a8 5ay Ball a5 sl GIA

He created the heavens and the Earth in truth and made your images in the best of images, and to Him
is the (final) destination (Al-Taghabun, 64: 3).

*kk kkk kkk
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Allah,
His Good Names,
Who Is He?
What Does He Want for Humans?

As He Described Himself in the Holy Quran

*k*

Chapter 2
Why Did Allah Create Humans on Earth?

*k*
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| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

*k%*

In this section, there is an attempt to explain why Allah, praise to Him, has created humans, in their lower
life on Earth, and what He wants for them.

1. We learn from the Holy Quran that Allah has created the Jinn and humans for the sole purpose of
worshipping Him (51: 56). He also told us that we worship Him by performing the five mandatory ways of
worship (the proclamation of faith, prayers, charity, fasting, and pilgrimage) and by practicing righteousness
(doing good deeds). Thus, worshipping Allah aims at benefiting the worshipper first, then his/her family,
community, society, and humanity, in this lower life and in the hereafter, as was discussed in the second

part of this book. 5

He mentioned that He did not create us in vain (23: 115), or playfully. Rather, the creation of the heavens,
the Earth, and those in between was a serious endeavor (44: 38-39). In return, He wants His intelligent
creations, jinn and humans, to worship Him by observing His commands, which benefits them, as we read

in the Holy Quran verses and the Prophet’s ‘Hadiths. 6

Allah, praise to Him, explained righteousness (doing good deeds) in three terms: Bir, Taqwa, and I'hsan.
Bir (Righteousness) is (practiced by the) one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book,
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and the prophets, and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler,
those who ask (for help), and for freeing slaves; (and who) establishes prayer and gives zakat; (those who)
fulfill their promise when they promise; and (those who) are patient in poverty, hardship, and during battle.
Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the Muttaqoon (righteous) (Al-Bagara,
2:177).

Thus, it is noteworthy that in verse 2: 177, the term of Bir includes all articles of Iman (faith), two articles
(requirements) of Islam (prayer and giving zakat), and some aspects of I'hsan (keeping promises, patience,
and truthfulness.). Another observation is that those who do these “Bir" deeds are also Muttagoon
(righteous). This means that the Bir good deeds are also the same Tagwa good deeds but performed from
two different perspectives. Bir is doing good deeds in obedience to Allah, praise to Him, for the love of doing
them, and for knowing of their benefits for the individual, family, and society. Taqwa is also doing the same
good deeds, in obedience to Allah, praise to Him, but to avoid His punishment.

There are many verses in the Holy Quran, which mention this meaning for the term of Tagwa. It refers to
God’s anger and His punishment (5: 2), avoidance of punishment in the Fire (3: 131), and avoidance of

trials or ordeal (8: 25). /

The third Quran term for doing good deeds (righteousness) is I’hsan, which is a derivative of the Arabic
verb a’hsana (to do things better). As such, it means saying and doing as best as a person can, which is
possible by following God’s commands, avoiding His prohibitions, and calling for His sake.

The Holy Quran tells us that Allah commands I’hsan (16: 90), in words and deeds (41: 33), commands good
treatment of parents (17: 23), praises those who practice I'hsan by declaring His love for them (2: 195),
assures them that they should not be afraid or sad (2: 112), and promises them with great rewards in His

Paradise (5: 85). 8

Many verses of the Holy Quran tell us that I'hsan is represented by spending in the way of Allah and by not
committing self-inflected harm (2: 195), restraint and forgiveness (3: 134), by not corrupting the Earth and
by calling on Allah, looking for His rewards and for avoidance of His punishment (7: 56), by being sincere
in following God’s commands and teachings of His Messenger (9: 91), by patience (11: 115), by practicing

Taqwa (22: 37), and by fighting for His sake ((29: 69). 9

The Prophet, pbbuh, provided us with examples on the practical application of the three terms. In one
‘Hadith, he said that I’hsan “is to worship Allah as if you are seeing him, and while you do not see Him, He
truly sees you.” Thus, I'hsan is saying and doing only that which pleases Allah and conforms to His
commands. This is the level of righteousness, perfection, as well as doing and saying the ultimate good for
the sake of goodness and righteousness, to the person’s best knowledge and ability.

In another ‘Hadith, he said that he was sent to complete (teach people) “the best of manners.” In a third
‘Hadith, he defined Taqwa, as truth of the tongue, purity of the heart from sinning, transgression, or envy.
It is good manners and love of the latter life more than this lower life. In a fourth ‘Hadith, he said: “Do not
envy, desert (avoid), hate, plot against each other, or do ill outbidding. Be worshippers of Allah and brothers.
A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim, he does not transgress on him, let him down, or despise him. Tagwa is
here (pointing to his chest). Despising a Muslim brother is an evil act. It is prohibited to violate a Muslim’s

blood, wealth, and honor (women). 10
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2. If we think about effects of performing the mandatory ways of worship (‘Ibadat) and doing good deeds
(Bir, Taqwa, and I'hsan) on people, it becomes clear that these are ways to train humans to be good
beings during their lower life on Earth, to prepare them to be better beings in the latter life. Thus, they
become qualified to inhabit God’s universe and lead an everlasting life in His Paradise, which is as wide as
heavens and Earth, ready to house the righteous ones.

The Holy Quran tells us that Allah has created heavens and Earth as well as death and life, to try people
and see who is the best in deeds? (11: 7, 67: 1-2). He made heavens and Earth, day and night, as well as
the sun, the moon, and the stars for the benefit of humans (35: 13, 16: 12). Further, He encouraged jinn
and humans to travel in space and attempt to enter regions of heavens (55: 33). He declared that He
prepared Paradise, which is as wide as heavens and Earth, for the righteous ones, those who practice
Taqwa (3: 133). We are also told that those who believe and do good deeds will enter gardens (of Paradise),
leading an everlasting life therein (4: 57). Those are the best of humans (58: 7-8). However, those who
disbelieve in God’s verses (4: 56), and disobey Allah and His Messenger, will be doomed in the Hellfire,

forever (72: 22-23). 1

The Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, gave us examples about the categories of people who are going to end up
in Paradise or the Fire. He said that while the weak and the needy will gain the mercy of Allah and enter
His Paradise, the tyrants and the arrogant ones will gain His discontent and enter the Fire. In another
‘Hadith, the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said that when believers are cleared from the Fire, they get out to
a bridge between the Fire and Paradise, where they are held accountable for the injustices they commit
against each other, during their lower life. After their refinement and purification over there, they will be
permitted to enter Paradise. In a third ‘Hadith, the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said that ultimately people
will enter Paradise from any of its eight gates, if they proclaim that there is no other god but Allah, and
Muhammed is the worshipper of Allah and His Messenger, as well as ‘Eissa (Jesus) is the worshipper of

Allah, His Messenger, His Word He threw to Maryam, and a Spirit of Him. 12

3. Thus, by commanding humans to perform the mandatory ways of worship and doing good deeds, Allah,
praise to Him, wants their good in their lower life and in the hereafter. While He is in no need for their
worship (35: 15), He rejoices their righteousness (22: 37), which is based on their free will (76: 3, 90: 10).
He has known that many humans are going to be good, in words and deeds, as He told His skeptical angels:
“I know that which you do not know” (2: 30).

Moreover, Allah, praise to Him, does not like to punish people if they are grateful and believe in Him (4:
147). He may not even pay attention to them if they do not call on Him (25: 77). If He holds people
accountable for their wrongdoing during their lower life, He will destroy them, but He is delaying their
punishment (16: 61). If people disbelieve, after their belief in Allah, He will replace them with other people

who love Him, and He loves them (5: 54). 13

The Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, told us about some categories of believers, whom He loves because they
have some of His characteristics. He is generous and giver. He likes high manners and hates low behaviors.
In another ‘Hadith, he said that Allah likes it for a person to do his/her good deed as perfect as possible. In
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a third ‘Hadith, he said that the true good (rewards for a person’s work) is that of the hereafter (not that

which one receives in the lower life). 14

4. In conclusion, the human caliphate (mandate to rule over Earth) is an honor bestowed on humans by
their Creator, praise to Him (17: 70). It is also a piece of evidence that He trusts them to be responsible
and successful in the test of their lower life (33: 72-73, 11: 61). Such success leads many of them to
become good beings by choice, which qualifies them to be able to inhabit God’s Paradise, in His vast

universe, in the hereafter (7: 43). 15

To encourage Muslims to be successful in their lower life test, the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, advised them
to lead a life of a stranger or a traveler. He also advised them to do the best of deeds, which would benefit
them most in the hereafter. These are a continuing charity, such as an endowment, knowledge which
benefits people, and leaving behind good children, who supplicate to Allah to make them of the people of
Paradise. The Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, also gave believers the glad tiding that their Lord has prepared
for them that which no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, and no human has ever been able to

imagine about the pleasures of their life in His Paradise. 16

*kk kkk kkk
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| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
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Introduction

This Chapter contains a list of the Good Names of Allah, which were identified literally and directly from the
Holy Quran. Each name is referenced by citing some of the verses in which it is mentioned. Then, it is
explained according to the meanings understood from the verses, including the interpretations of the three
renowned Muslim scholars, Al-Tabari, Al-Qurtubi, and Ibn Katheer, may Allah reward them for their great
works, particularly the ‘Hadiths included in their interpretations. Moreover, further explanations of the
meanings of the Names were sought from the books of two earlier scholars, Al-Ghazali and Al-Qurtubi, as
well as from three contemporary scholars, Al-Sha’rawi, Al-Qaradhawi, and Al-Najdi, may Allah reward them
for their valuable works on this subject. Finally, a list of the Good Names of Allah is reached, on the basis

of literal description of Allah, praise to Him, of Himself. 17

Some translators translated the "Good Names of Allah" also as the "Most Beautiful Names of Allah."

There are many websites in Arabic, English, and other languages, which mention, list, or translate the Good
Names of Allah. Some Arabic websites provide citations for the verses which mention them, as well as
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interpretations and explanations of their meanings. Others just mention one-word translation for each name
without interpretations or explanations. Almost all of these websites use the disputed list, which was
attached to the ‘Hadith recorded by Al-Tirmidthi and narrated by Abu Hurayrah, mAbpwh. That list combines
some of the Good Names of Allah (which are stated clearly in the Holy Quran) with God's Attributes, which
are deducted, understood, or concluded as a result of mentioning verbs or adjectives related to Him.

This author is providing readers with the following list of 151 Good Names of Allah, which is different from
the above-mentioned lists, in that it only includes the Names that are mentioned as descriptions of Allah of
Himself, clearly and directly in the Holy Quran, with citations for some of the verses they are mentioned in.

The list also includes Names, which are variants, based on the same root verb, but they are all authentic
and directly mentioned in the Holy Quran. Most of them are presented as a singular- word Name, but the
list also includes compound Names composed of several words. Thus, this list includes more of the Good
Names of Allah than the traditional lists.

This is followed by a presentation of a shortened list of 99 Good Names of Allah, in response to the
‘Hadith of Prophet Muhammed, pbbuh, in which he encouraged us to search for and study them. The list
includes 81 one-word Names and 18 Names composed of several or compound words, as mentioned in
the Holy Quran.

This short list is selected by this author from the larger list mentioned in the fourth Chapter of this book,
after the exclusion of other Names, which are derivatives of the same verb. For example, Al-Ra’heem (the
Merciful) was selected to represent other Names, which are derived from the same root verb (Arham Al-
Ra’himeen, Khayr Al-Ra’himeen, and Dthu Al-Ra’hma). Al-Khaliq (the Creator) was selected to represent
Al-Khallag and A’hsan Al-Khaligeen. Al-Ghafoor (the Perpetual in Forgiveness) was selected to represent
Ghafir Al-Dthanb, Al-Ghaffar, Khayr Al-Ghafireen, Dthu Al-Maghfirah, Wasi'u Al-Maghfirah, and Ahlul
Maghfirah. Al-Qahhar (the Constantly Subduer) was selected to represent Al-Qahir. Al-Rab (the Lord) was
selected to represent the other ten Names, at the end of the list, which are derived from the same root verb.

However, this author does not claim that his list is exclusive. Actually, he encourages other researchers to
study this list and to continue the work of finding and studying more of the Good Names of Allah.

Allah, praise to Him, mentions His Good Names and invites us in using them on calling upon Him, as in the
following four verses:

7 ¢ GIDRNI) Gsland 158 G (55 LT 8 Osial Gl 15555 gy 55230 Ll L) 45
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To Allah belong the Good Names, so call upon Him by them, and keep away from those who distort His
names. They will be punished for what they do (Al-A'araf, 7: 180).

Say: "Call upon Allah or call upon Al-Ra'hman (The Beneficent), whatever (name) you call upon Him, to
Him belong the Good Names (Al-Isra, 17: 110).

Allah! There is no (other) God but He. To Him belong the Good Names (Taha, 20: 8).
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Fashioner. To Him belong the Good Names (Al-'Hashr, 59: 24).

*k%

Likewise, Prophet Muhammed, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him (pbbuh) told us to use the Good
Names of Allah, in calling upon Him. He added that we only know some of these Names, which are revealed
in the Holy Quran. However, there are others, which have not been revealed to us.
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Companion ‘Abdullah Bin Mas’aud, mAbpwh, said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “O Allah ... I'm
asking you with every one of your Names, that with which you called Yourself, or You revealed in Your
Book, or You taught one of Your Creations, or that which is unknown to us because You kept to Yourself.
I’'m asking you to make the Quran the spring (pleasure) of my heart, the light of my chest, the end of my

sadness, and the going of my negative thinking about the future.” 18

In another 'Hadith, the Prophet, pbbuh, urged Muslims to account for (search for, list, study, and observe)
ninety-nine Good Names of Allah, encouraging them to know their Lord, to win His contentment, and
consequently His everlasting Paradise. In that ‘Hadith, the Prophet's Companion Abu Hurayrah, mAbpwh,
said that the Prophet, pbbuh, said:

30 025 Blad] (a ¢ aaly e Aile o Wl (paliis dal & )"

To Allah, there are ninety-nine names, one hundred minus one. Whoever accounts for (search for, list,
study, and observe) them will enter Paradise. Allah is One. He likes this witr characteristic (The witr is an

odd number, such as ninety-nine - Author's explanation). 19

Early Islamic scholars, like Al-Ghazali, Al-Qurtubi, and Ibn Taymiyah, as well as contemporary ones, like
Al-Sha’rawi, Al-Qaradhawi, and Al-Qa’'htani, may Allah reward all of them for their great efforts, provided a
useful explanation for this ‘Hadith. They said that it does not mean that Allah has only ninety-nine Good
Names. Rather, the Prophet, pbbuh, wanted to encourage Muslims to search for the Names of Allah,
learning about them, and observing the teachings learned from them. Further, they mentioned that the
‘Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, mAbpwh, to which there was an attached list of ninety-nine claimed
Good Names, was not a Sa’'hi’h (correct) ‘Hadith. The eminent ‘Hadith scholar, Al-Albani, supported this
statement by concluding that it is a weak ‘Hadith, when the list is attached to it, but it is a Sa’hi’h ‘Hadith

without it. 20

There are four apparent pieces of evidence, which explain the weakness in the authentication of the ‘Hadith
attributed to Companion Abu Hurayrah, mAbpwh. The first is that there is inconsistency in the narration of
the two versions of the ‘Hadith, which are different from each other in changing some names and in the
alternatives given to the changed ones.

Al-Qurtubi followed Al-Ghazali in mentioning opinions of the ‘Hadith scholars preceding them about the
likelihood that the claimed list was gathered by the narrator of the ‘Hadith, not the saying of the Prophet,
pbbuh. In addition, the authors of the two Sa’hi’h Sunna books, Al-Bukhari and Muslim, did not include the
list of names with the Abu Hurayra ‘Hadith. Ibn Taymiya added his explanatory opinion that “the ninety-nine
names were not mentioned in a Sa’hi’h (correct, authenticated) ‘Hadith, attributed to the Prophet, pbbuh.
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The most commonly known among people is the ‘Hadith recorded by Al-Tirmidthi, as narrated by Al-Waleed
Bin Muslim, who narrated it from Shu’ayb, who narrated it from Abu ‘Hamza. The ‘Hadith keepers (scholars)
say that this addition (the list of names) is what Al-Waleed Bin Muslim gathered from his teachers (‘Hadith
scholars). The other version of the ‘Hadith, which was recorded by Ibn Maja is weaker than this one” (which
was recorded by Al-Tirmidthi).

The second piece of evidence, which explains the weakness of the ‘Hadith, is that there are Good Names
of Allah, which are mentioned in the Holy Quran but not included in the claimed list. Examples of such
names are Al-Mawla (the Protector), Al-Naseer (the Supporter), Al-Ghalib (the Predominant), Al-Qareeb
(the Nearby), Al-Rab, Al-Nassir (the Strong Supporter), Shadeed Al-‘igab (the Severe in Penalty), Qabil Al-
twab (the Acceptant of Repentance), Ghafir Al-Dthanb (the Forgiver of Sin), and Mukhrij Al-Mayyit mina Al-
‘Hayy (Bringer of the Dead from the Living).

The third piece of evidence, which explains the weakness of the ‘Hadith, is that the claimed list of names
attached to it contains 25 of names, which are not mentioned literally in the Holy Quran. These are Al-
Qabidh (the Gripper), Al-Basit (the Even-handed), Al-Khafidh (the Bringer of Some People Down), Al-Rafi’
(the Raiser of Some People Up), Al-Mu’iz (the Bestower of Might), Al-Mudhil (the Humiliator), Al-‘Hakam
(the Judge), Al-‘AdI (the Just), Al-Jaleel (the Majestic), Al-Ba’ith (the Resurrector), Al-Mubdi (the Beginner),
Al-Mu’eed (the Repeater of His Creation), Al-Mumeet (the One Who causes people to die), Al-Waijid (the
Finder), Al-Majid (the Glorious), Al-Mugaddim (the One Who causes things to happen early), Al-Mu-akhir
(the One Who causes things to be delayed), Al-Waali (the Overseeing Ruler), Al-Mugsit (the One Who
treats people fairly), Al-Mughni (the One Who enables some people to become rich), Al-Mani’ (the One
Who can deny something to somebody), Al-Dhaar (the One Who can cause harm to somebody), Al-Naafi’
(the One Who can cause benefit to somebody), Al-Rasheed (the Good Guide), and Al-Saboor (the Patient).

The fourth piece of evidence, which explains the weakness of the ‘Hadith, is that including a list of Names
in the ‘Hadith contradicts with the advice of the Prophet, pbbuh, to Muslims, in the same ‘Hadith, to account
for (search for, list, study, and observe) ninety-nine of them, as he would have already provided such

names.

Search Criteria for the Good Names of Allah

Allah, praise to Him, told to us that He has Good Names, mentioned in many verses of the Holy Quran, and
He advised us to call on Him with such Names (Al-A’araf, 7: 180; Al-Isra, 17: 110; Ta-Ha, 20: 8). He also
listed eighteen of them directly in verses 59: 22-24, as follows:
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He is Allah, there is no other god than He, Knower of the Unknown and the Known. He is the Beneficent,
the Merciful. (22) He is Allah, there is no other god than He, the Sovereign, the Holy, the Peace, the Believer
in His Godhood, the Predominant, the Rare in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above
whatever they associate with Him. (23) He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong
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the Good Names. Whatever is in the heavens and the Earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might,
the Wise. (24) (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 22-24).

The Names which Allah, praise to Him, willed to mention to us in His Holy Book, are the ones which we can
understand and comprehend. However, He did not mention His other Names, because we may not be able
to understand them. In particular, this applies to His Names which may describe His knowledge, His
planning, and His will in other parts of His vast dominion, which includes the seven heavens, the seven
earth-like planets, the Chair, and the Throne, as well as whoever inhabits them. In addition, His knowledge
is absolute, about what was, what is, and what will be, while the knowledge of His creations is limited in
quantity, quality, time, place, and condition.

It follows that we should keep His Names as mentioned in the Holy Quran and the Sa’hi’h ‘Hadiths. We
should not make any changes to them, in observance to the command of Allah in verse 7: 180, mentioned
above, to avoid what the polytheists did centuries after Ibrahim and Isma’il, peace be upon them. They
called their idols Al-Lat, Al-‘Uzza, and Manat, which are deviated changes from His true Names of Allah,
Al-‘Azeez, and Al-Mannan.

Some researchers who wrote about this subject did not pay attention to this command of Allah, as they
would be focused on accounting for the largest number of His Names in the Holy Quran and the Sunna. An
example of these researchers was Ibn Al-Wazeer (died in 822 Hijriya, 1419 AD), may Allah reward him for
his good-intentioned work on the subject. He compiled a list of 155 names, which he claimed to include
clearly and literally mentioned names of Allah in the Holy Quran, except one. This was “Al-A’az” (the Rarest
in Might), which he deducted from verse 8 of Surat Al-Munafiqgoon (Chapter 63) of the Holy Quran. The
truth is that his list includes 21 names which have not been mentioned clearly and literally as texts in the

Holy C)uran.22

Other researchers who wrote about the subject had difficulty in classifying the Names of Allah, as adjectives
or Names. The difficulty is due to the fact that these are traits of Allah, which classifies them as adjectives,
according to the Arabic grammatical rules. So, such researchers would wonder, why would Allah, praise to
Him, refer to them as His Names when these are His traits, which are grammatically known as adjectives?

It is amazing that these researchers missed noticing that the Holy Quran descended in the Arabic language,
known to Arabs at the time of revelation, including their various tribal dialects. However, the science of
Arabic grammar started after the death of the Prophet, pbbuh, in response to the necessity of teaching
Arabic to new Muslims everywhere, to be able to understand the Book of Allah and the Sunna of His
Messenger.

So, it was the Arab grammarians who divided speech into nouns, verbs, and prepositions. Then, they
divided nouns into common names, adjectival names, and verbal names. Their work started with Abu Al-
Aswad Al-Du-ali, and Al-Khalil Bin A’hmed, climaxed with Sibawayh, Al-Mazini, and Ibn Al-Sakeet, and was

refined by other grammarians after them, until the sixth Hijri Century. 23

Thus, when Allah, praise to Him, referred to His traits as His Names, instead of describing them as His
adjectival names, that was in harmony with how Arabs knew and understood their language, at the time of
revelation. This means that the Holy Quran and the ‘Hadith were two original sources of knowledge about
the Arabic language, which preceded the science of Arabic grammar. Consequently, the work of Arab
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grammarians should have been dominated by these two sources, not the other way around, including the
grammatical rules, which were reached to teach Arabic to Muslims everywhere.

It follows that even the Name “Allah” is an adjectival name. It means an “llah* (God). When it is preceded
by the definite article (Al), it becomes “Al-llah” (The God), then a contracted form of the word is produced,
which is “Allah. However, Allah, praise to Him, has distinguished this Name, by referring to Himself with it,
using the pronoun “Ana” (1),” saying “Ana Allah” (I'm Allah), in verses 20: 14, 27: 9, and 28: 30.

He also distinguished four other Names, by referring to Himself with them, using the pronoun “Ana” (1),
saying that He is an “llah” (God), in verse 16: 2, “Al-Ghafoor (the Forgiving), Al-Ra’heem” (the Merciful), in

verse 15: 49, and “Rab’ (Lord), in verses 20: 12, 21: 92, and 23: 52. 2+

Arab grammarians have agreed that a word can be understood by two factors. The first is identified in
relation to how it is pronounced, which leads to the classification of words to nouns, verbs, and prepositions.
The second factor is described in relation to the meaning of a word, which is realized in the mind. Then, the
meaning determines how the word is written and pronounced. However, there were several disagreements
among them, such as the disagreement about the right root of derivation. While the Basra scholars argued
that the noun is the right root of derivation, the Kufa scholars argued that the verb is the right root from

which nouns are derived. 25

Further, they divided the three branches of the pronunciation factor into other sub-branches. Thus, they
considered adjectives as a branch of nouns, mentioning that an adjective maybe a single word, or a verbal
sentence, or a noun sentence (without a verb), or a phrase.

They added that it is possible to produce a group of words from one original linguistic source. For example,
from the verb root (infinitive) “dharaba” (to beat), we can produce the subject, or the verbal noun “dharib”
(beater), and another form of the subject, which amplifies its characteristic, such as “midhrab” (known as a
beater, or a frequent beater).

In addition, they devised six tone scales, from which various verbal noun amplifying forms can be produced
from the same root verb. So, from the root verb “fa’ala” (to do), they devised the tone scales of fa'il, fa'eel,
fa'ool, fa’al, and mif’al.

Consequently, the Good Names of Allah are adjectival names or verbal names, whether expressed as one
word or more. These Names can also be expressed as matching the most commonly expressed tone scale,
fa'il, such as Malik, Qahir, Ghafir, and Shakir. These can also be expressed as matching the amplifying
characteristic of the original verbal name, such as Ra’heem of Ra’hman; Maleek of Malik; Khallaq of Khaliq;
Qah-har of Qahir; ‘Allam and ‘Aleem of ‘Alim; Ghafoor of Ghafir; and Shakoor of Shakir (See the list below,
for the meanings of these Names).

Al-Sha’rawi called for the importance of observing the Arabic spelling of the Good Names of Allah, strictly
as mentioned in the Holy Quran, whether these are adjectival names or verbal names. He emphasized that
there should be no deduction of new names for Allah, praise to Him, from His mentioned actions, such as
“Al-Mubtaly” (the Tester) and “Al-Maakir” (the Planner against disbelievers), out of the two verbs “ibtala” (to
test) and “makara” (planned against). He added that these adjectival names are related actions of Allah
during this life, but there will be no testing or planning in the hereafter. This means that the Good Names
of Allah should have the characteristic of applying to both this life and the hereafter, as His traits, praise to
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Him, are eternal and everlasting. Further, he argued against choosing one word to be a Name of Allah from
a compound name or a phrase mentioned in the Holy Quran. Examples of such changed Names of Allah
are Al-Shadeed (the Severe), Al-Qabil (the Acceptant), and Al-Ghafir (the Forgiver), which are reductions
from Shadeed Al-‘Igab (Severe in Penalty), Qabil Al-Tawb (Acceptant of Repentance), and Ghafir Al-Dthanb
(Forgiver of Sin). In other words, the compound or phrasal Names of Allah should stay as mentioned in the
Holy Quran, not to be changed or reduced to one word.

Thus, the Good Names of Allah, which have been accounted for in this book, have been mentioned literally
in the Holy Quran as direct texts, and have been written in the longer list of 151 Names as they are in the
Book of Allah, without any changes. The list does not contain other names, which may be attributed to
Allah, praise to Him, such as verbal names, unique qualities denied to others, and deducted ftraits.
Examples of these three categories of names are presented at the end of the longer list.

The shorter list of 99 Good Names of Allah was produced from the longer list by the selection of one Name
of a group of Names which have the same root verb. For example, Al-Ghafoor (the Perpetual Forgiving)
was selected to represent the other six names, which are derivatives of the same root verb “ghafara” (to
forgive).

*kk kkk kkk

*kk
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His Good Names,
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As He Described Himself in the Holy Quran
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Chapter 4
The Longer List of the Good Names of Allah
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| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
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Introduction

The following is a list of the Good Names of Allah, which includes 151 Names, representing His traits and
capabilities this author has identified in the Holy Quran. However, there is no claim by this author that this
is an exhaustive list. Other researchers are encouraged to continue the task of finding more of God's Names
in the Holy Quran and their meanings, as their predecessors did before them.

In this list, each Name was documented by providing some of the verses it was mentioned in. Then, an
explanation of the Name meaning was given on the basis of its meaning in the verse context. This was
followed by explanations provided by the three renowned interpreters. Finally, explanations were also
provided from the formerly referred to books, which explain the Good Names of Allah and His Attributes.

It is noteworthy that knowledge about the Good Names of Allah can be applied to our everyday life. One
way is calling on Allah by them, another way is being guided in our behaviors by the meanings of each
Name and a third way is including them in the names given to Muslim boys.

The word (‘abd) is used as a prefix with one of the Good Names of Allah. It means "worshipper," as
explained in Chapter 7. "Worshippers By Choice Or Forced Slaves? Thus, "Abdullah" means "Worshipper
of Allah," and "Abdul Ra'hman" means "Worshipper of The Beneficent" and so on. However, nobody should
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be named with any Good Name of Allah, with the definite article (Al), or without it, as His Names represent

His unique traits, which are not found in any other being.

1. Allah: Allah (The God) &%)

"Allah" is the adjectival name which God, the Great Creator, has chosen for Himself. All of His other
Good Names are also adjectival names. Linguistically, the Name “Allah” is composed of two syllables. The
first is the definite article “Al” (the) and the second is “ilah” (God). Thus, it is Al-llah (the God), but it is
contracted, by deleting the letter i from ilah, to become “Allah” (the God). This Name was also known to
the other Messengers of Allah, who came before His last Messenger, Mu’hammed, peace and blessings
be upon them all.

Taking the side of the Kufa grammarians, who argued that nouns are derived from verbs, not the other way
around, this Name is derived from the verb “aliha,” which means to take a deity as a god to worship him. It
is also derived from the verb “ta-allaha,” which means (for a deity) to declare himself as a god, to be
worshipped by his creations.

This Greatest Good Name of God was mentioned, in various forms in the Holy Quran, 2,669 times. The
Name of “Allah,” alone was mentioned 2,247 times in the verses and 113 times in the Basmalas, at the
beginning of the Suras, with the exception of Al-Tawba, which has no Basmala. It was also mentioned 309
times in other forms, as Allahumma: O Allah (5 times), Lillah: To Allah (143 times), Tallah: By Allah (9),

Fallah: And Allah (6), Billah: By Allah (139), Falillah: And to Allah (6), and Abillah: Of Allah (1). 27

Here are three verses, which mention the Name of "Allah" (1: 1), “Allahumma” (3: 26), and Lillah (57: 1),
as examples:
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful (Al-Fati'ha, 1: 1).

Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty” (Al-‘Imran, 3: 26).

Whatever is in the heavens and Earth exalts Allah, and He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-'Hadeed,
57:1).

The Great Creator has described Himself, for us, in the Holy Quran, as “Allah” (the God), praise to Him.
This means that He is the only deity, the One Who brought the universe, including who and what therein,
into existence. It follows that His creations are obligated to worship Him. For humans, they should worship
Him by prayers (Ta-Ha, 20: 14), as He is Exalted in Might, and Wise (Al-Naml, 27: 9). He is also the Lord
of the Worlds (Al-Qasas, 28: 30), Who cares for, protects, and provides for His creations in all worlds. He
is worthy of worship by His creations, as an expression of their gratitude for His countless favors, which
He bestows on them. Examples of such favors include life, blessing, and mercy, during their lower life,
and the everlasting life in His Paradise for the righteous believers, of the humans, jinn, and angels in the
hereafter, as He mentions in His Holy Book:



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali El-Najjar 19
(14 :20 « ko) o KA 83 L35 e T Y) A0 Y ady Gl )
(9 :27 « Jailly ASKD) ol Ady Ui 4D (zsa g

(30 :28 ¢ (aataill) Cpaalall & 4Bl U ) 2sh

Indeed, | am Allah. There is no deity (God) except Me. So, worship Me, and establish prayer for My
remembrance (Ta-Ha, 20: 14).

O Moosa (Moses), indeed it is I, Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-Naml, 27: 9).
O Moses, indeed, | am Allah, Lord of the worlds (Al-Qasas, 28: 30).

Moreover, our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, mentioned to us that He created the jinn and humans to worship
Him, though He is no need for their worship, as He is rich (free of need), while they need Him (Al-Dthariyat,
51: 57; Fatir, 35: 15; Al-‘Haj, 22: 37). Rather, He decreed their worship of Him for its benefits for them, as
individuals, groups, and societies (Al-Baqara, 2: 184, 271-272; Al-Isra, 17: 7; Al-‘Haj, 22: 77; Al-Jumu’a, 62:
9).

As a show of love and kindness for His creations, of the jinn and humans, Allah, praise to Him, sent them
His Messengers, to guide them in leading a happy life here, and in the hereafter. This should be clear to
us, if we think about the consequences of doing good deeds and performing the mandated five ways of
worship in Islam (the two proclamations of faith, prayer, zakat (charity), fasting the month of Ramadhan,
and the pilgrimage by whoever is capable to make it). These acts of worship lead to tremendous benefits
for individuals, families, communities, and societies, as well as for the whole planet of the Earth, which has
been given to us, to be God’s caliphs on it, as was discussed in Chapter 8 of this Author’s book, “Islam: A
Scientific View of God’s Message to Humanity,” titled: “The Relationship Between the Spiritual and the
Physical Aspects of Islamic Teachings.”

Al-Ghazali mentioned that this is the Greatest among all Names of Allah. Al-Qurtubi agreed but opined
that the Greatest Name of Allah could be “Al-‘Hayyu” (the Eternally Living). He said that “Allah” has kept
this Name exclusively to Himself and nobody else has been named as such. He added that all of the
other Good Names of Allah are attributes (adjectival names). Ibn Katheer agreed with them that “Allah” is
the Greatest of the Good Names but opined that it may be “Al-Qayyoom” (the Sustainer of the Universe).
Al-Sha’rawi defined it as the Name which contains all of the divine attributes.

How can Muslims benefit from the knowledge about the Good Names of Allah?

Applying knowledge about this Greatest Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma,
or Ya Allah, or llahi (O You the God, or O the God, or My God), as He commanded us to do, saying: “And
to Allah belong the Good Names. So, call upon (invoke) Him by them* (Al-A’araf, 7: 180). Then, believers
can ask their Lord for good things, or for assistance to themselves, their families, relatives, and whoever
they love, as long as what they ask for is for good, and in obedience to their Creator.

Nobody should be named with this Greatest Good Name of Allah, as it represents His uniqueness of being
the only deity, Who is worthy of worship, as He is the Creator of everything in existence, the Sustainer of
the universe, the Provider for and the Caretaker of His creations. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdullah” (worshipper of Allah), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Greatest Good Name of Allah by acknowledging that He,
praise to Him, is their God and Creator. It follows that they worship Him, observe His commands, and avoid
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His prohibitions, which leads them to happiness here, in this lower life, and everlasting happiness in the
hereafter.

2.llah: God 44

"llah" (God) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “aliha,” which means to take a deity as a god to
worship him. It is also derived from the verb “ta-allaha,” which means (for a deity) to declare himself as a
god, to be worshipped by his creations.

It follows that whenever people believe in their God, they depend on Him, praise Him at good times, and
invoke Him for assistance at difficult times. Thus doing, they acknowledge their obligation to worship Him
and observe His command, in which He said:
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And We sent not before you any messenger except that We revealed to him that, "There is no God (llah)
except Me. So, worship Me" (Al-Anbiya, 21: 25).

As a Good Name of Allah, “llah” (God) came in the Holy Quran with the reference to Him as the Creator
(Al-Muminoon, 23: 91), the Lord (Al-Saffat, 37: 4-5), the Provider (Al-Naml, 27: 64), and the Giver of life on
the Earth, through the alteration of day and night on it (Al-Qasas, 28: 71-72). He is One God (Al-Saffat, 37:
4), and He is “the Lord of the Sunrise and the Sunset, there is no deity except Him* (Al-Muzzammil, 73: 9).

The word “llah” (God) was mentioned 97 times, in the Holy Quran, in the singular form. In 17 times, it is
mentioned neutrally, as a reference to a god, or a false god. It was also mentioned in 80 times, as a direct

reference to Allah, or in relation to Him, as follows: 28
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And it is Allah who is God (llah) in the heaven, and on the Earth (He is) God (llah). And He is the Wise, the
Knowing (Al-Zukhruf, 43: 84).

Moreover, it was mentioned 11 times as “llahukum” (your God, for plural addressees), once as “llahuna”
(our God), and once as “llahaka” (your God, for a singular addressee), as follows:
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(Children of Ya’coop) said, "We will worship your God (llahaka) and the God (llah) of your fathers,
Ibrahim (Abraham), and Isma’il (Ishmael), and Is’haqg (Isaac) - One God (llah). And we are Muslims (in
submission) to Him" (Al-Bagara, 2: 133).

And your God (llahukum) is One God (llah). There is no (other) God (llah) except Him, the Beneficent,
the Merciful (Al-Baqara, 2: 163).
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And our God (llahuna) and your God (llahukum) is One; and we are Muslims (in submission) to Him (Al-
‘Ankaboot, 29: 46).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Ya llahi” (O, My
God), and asking Him to extend His blessings, mercy, and favors to the caller, his/her family, relatives,
loved ones, and believers, in this life and the hereafter.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as it represents His uniqueness of being the only
deity, Who is worthy of worship, as He is the Creator of everything in existence, the Sustainer of the
universe, the Provider for and the Caretaker of His creations. However, a boy can be named “Abdul Illah”
(worshipper of the God), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by acknowledging that He, praise to
Him, is their God and Creator. As such, they are obligated to worship Him, observe His commands, and
avoid His prohibitions, which leads them to happiness here, in this lower life, and everlasting happiness in
the hereafter.

3. llah Al-Nas (pronounced as illahunnas): God of the People Uf'm\ 4‘—“

"llah Al-Nas" (God of the People) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words. The first word
“‘ilah” (God) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “aliha,” which means to take a deity as a god to
worship him. It is also derived from the verb “ta-allaha,” which means (for a deity) to declare himself as a
god, to be worshipped by his creations. It follows that whenever people believe in their God, they depend
on Him, praise Him at good times, and invoke Him for assistance at difficult times.

The second word, “Al-Nas” (the people) is a noun in the plural form. Its singular form, “insan” (a human
being), is derived from the verb “nasiya,” which means “to forget knowledge of something.” This meaning
is present in many verses in the Holy Quran, as in the following examples:
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And We covenanted with Adam before, but he forgot, and We found in him no resolve (Ta-Ha, 20: 115).

But when they reached the junction between them (the two seas), they forgot their fish, and it took its
course into the sea, slipping away (Al-Kahf, 18: 61).

The word, “Al-Nas” (the people) is also derived from the verb “anisa,” which means “to love the company
of others, get used to it, and be assured of it. One derivatives of this verb came in the plural present tense,
“tastanisoo,” which means to “get assured of company of others” (Al-Noor, 24: 27). Another derivative came
in the plural adjectival noun form, “mustaniseen,” which means “enjoying the company of others” (Al-A’hzab,
33: 53). In both examples, the human being is described as having love and joy for the company of other
people and for the interaction with them.
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O you who have believed, do not enter houses other than your own houses, until you are assured (of their
welcome), and (until) you greet their inhabitants. That is better for you. So, (this command is for you that),
you may be reminded (Al-Noor, 24: 27).

O you who have believed, do not enter the houses of the Prophet, except when you are permitted for a
meal, without awaiting its readiness. But when you are invited, then enter; and when you have eaten,
disperse without enjoying (the stay for) a conversation (Al-A’hzab, 33: 53).

There is a third meaning for the word “Al-Nas” (the people) in the Holy Quran. It refers to both humans and
jinn, as the two intelligent categories of creatures, who are obligated to worship Allah, their Creator (Al-Nas,
114: 5-6). Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, “llah Al-Nass” (God of the People), which was mentioned once
in the Holy Quran, means that Allah, praise to Him, is the only God, Who is worshipped by His intelligent
creations. These are angels in the heavens, humans on the Earth (Al-Zukhruf, 43: 84), and jinn in between
the heavens and the Earth (Al-Shu’ara, 26; 23-24).
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
Say: "l seek refuge with the Lord of the people, (1) The Sovereign of the people. (2) God of the people,
(3) From the evil of the retreating whisperer - (4) Who whispers (evil) into the chests of the people - (5)

From among the jinn and the (human) people." (6) (Al-Nas, 114: 1-6).

And it is He, Who is God in the heaven and on the Earth. And He is the Wise, the Knowing (Al-Zukhruf,
43: 84).

Said Pharaoh: "And what is the Lord of the worlds?" (23) (Moussa, Moses) said: "The Lord of the heavens
and the Earth, and that (which is) between them, if you should be convinced." (24) (Al-Shu’ara, 26: 23-24).

Seeking refuge with the Lord of the people, their God, cancels (does away with) the evil whispers of the
Shaytan (Satan). This is because Allah, praise to Him, has promised that the Shaytan has no real power
over the believers, who worship their Lord, Allah, and rely on Him, as stated in verses 17: 65 and 16: 99.

(65 :17 ¢ £150Y1) Sy iy (357 Gl agile &l Gl (salie &)
(99 :16 « J301) &8 5% 2435 e 5 1584l il (e Gialls 4

Indeed, over My (believing) worshippers, there is for you (Shaytan) no authority. And sufficient is your Lord
as Disposer of Affairs (Al-Isra, 17: 65).
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Indeed, there is for him (Shaytan) no authority over those who have believed and rely upon their Lord (Al-
Na’hl, 16: 99).

Seeking refuge with Allah (God) is implemented by saying: “a> 3 uLL-uﬂ‘ O AL 3}‘-‘” (I seek refuge with
Allah from the stoned Shaytan) and by reciting Surat Al-Nas (Chapter 114) of the Holy Quran. This is in
observance to God’s command in the first verse (114: 1) and in verse 7: 200, which states:
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And if an evil whispering comes to you from the Shaytan (Satan), then seek refuge with Allah. Indeed, He
is Hearing and Knowing (Al-A’araf, 7: 200).

Finally, part of God’s mercy on His worshippers is that He forgives them if they think about a Shaytan’s
whispering, as long as they do not speak to others about it or act on it, as the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh,

told us. 29

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Ya llah Innas”
(O, God of the People): You are the only God, there is no other deity except You. | am asking You to have
mercy on me, my family, and the Community of believers. Shield us from the bad deeds of other people.

This compound Good Name of Allah should not be divided or changed, as discussed earlier in the “Methods
of Research” section. Thus, nobody should be named as “llah” (God), or “llah Al-Nas” (God of the People),
as this Good Name of Allah represents His uniqueness of being the only deity, Who is worthy of worship

by His intelligent creations. However, a boy can be named “Abdul llah” (worshipper of the God), as this
Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by acknowledging that He, praise to
Him, is their God and Creator. As such, they are obligated to worship Him, observe His commands, and
avoid His prohibitions, which leads them to happiness here, in this lower life, and to everlasting happiness
in the hereafter.

4. Al-Ra’hman (pronounced ar-ra‘hman):
The Beneficent, the Merciful to All of His Creations (> )

“‘Al-Ra’hman” (The Beneficent, the Merciful to All of His Creations) is an adjectival name, derived from the
verb “ra’hima,” which means to have mercy on others, without any conditions. This includes providing them
with unconditional benefits, being close and kind to them, and sympathizing with them, as well as giving
them the help and the means they need to survive in their environments. “Al-Ra’hman” shares the same
root verb with four other Good Names Allah. These are Al-Ra’heem (the Merciful), Arham Al-Ra’himeen
(the Most Merciful), Khayr Al-Ra’himeen (the Best of the Merciful), and Dthu Al-Ra’hma (the One with
mercy).

Because the mercy of Allah, praise to Him, is reflected in providing all of His creations with His
tremendous benefits, irrelevant to their beliefs or actions, the right translation, for the meaning of the
Name “Al-Ra’hman,” is “the Beneficent.”

The first verse of the Holy Quran, Al-Basmala, includes the Name, “Allah,” praise to Him, and two other
Good Names of His: “Al-Ra’hman” and “Al-Ra’heem,” in a clear linkage between His Greatest Name and
His confirmed mercy to His creations.
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The renowned Islamic scholars, Al-Qurtubi and Ibn Katheer, related explanations of these two Good Names
of Allah from Abu Ali Al-Farisi and Al-'Arzami, may Allah be pleased with them, who said that “Al-Ra’hman”
(the Beneficent) is a reference to God's mercy to all of His creations, as expressed in providing them with

what they need and enabling them to enjoy His provisions. 30

This explanation of “Al-Ra’hman” is based on verses of the Holy Quran, in which Allah, praise to Him,
declared that “He wrote (decreed) on Himself mercy” (Al-An’am, 6: 12), and He is the One “Whose mercy
encompasses everything” (Al-A’araf, 7: 156). The Holy Quran also provides an explanation of “Al-
Ra’heem,” as the One Who is especially Merciful to believers (Al-A’hzab, 33: 43).
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Say, "To whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and earth?" Say, "To Allah." He has decreed upon
Himself mercy. He will surely assemble you for the Day of Resurrection, about which there is no doubt.
Those who will lose themselves [that Day] do not believe (Al-An’am, 6: 12).

And decree for us in this life which is] good and (also) in the Hereafter. Indeed, we have turned back to
You. (Allah) said: "My punishment, | afflict with it whom | will, but My mercy encompasses everything."
So, | will decree it (especially) for those who are righteous, and give zakat, and those who believe in Our
verses (Al-A’'araf, 7: 156).

It is He who confers blessing upon you, and His angels (ask Him to do so), that He may bring you out
from darknesses into the light. And ever is He, to the believers, Merciful (Al-A’hzab, 33: 43).

In explaining the Name “Al-Ra’hman,” Al-Tabari mentioned that Allah, “the Beneficent,” extended His
mercy to humans by descending His Holy Quran to guide them to success and happiness in this life and
to help them avoid His punishment in the hereafter.

Al-Ghazali mentioned that the mercy of Allah is total in nature, meaning that He has willed to provide His
creations with what they need, and He did that. It is also general, in the sense that it is covering those
who deserve and those who don’t. Al-Sha’rawi explained “Al-Ra’hman” as the One Who is Vast in His
mercy to His creations, by providing for them in this life, whether they believe in him or not.

Ibn Katheer interpreted the first four verses of Surat Al-Rahman (55:1- 4), as a statement from Allah, “Al-
Ra’hman,” (the Beneficent), Praise to Him in His Highness, that He descended the Holy Quran to His
worshipper Muhammed, pbbuh, and made it easy to memorize and understand by believers. He also
mentioned interpretations of other scholars, such as Al-Dha’hak and Qutada, may Allah be pleased with
them, who said that Allah, praise to Him, made the Holy Quran easy to be taught to believers so that they
use it in telling the truth, enjoining the good, and preaching against the wrongdoing. Al-Hassan, mAbpwh,
interpreted it as enabling believers to pronounce its letters correctly, so that they can recite it in the best
and most beautiful ways.
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| seek refuge with Allah from the stoned Shaytan
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

The Beneficent, (1) has taught the Quran, (2) created the human (being), (3) taught him speech (Al-
Rahman, 55: 1- 4).

Al-Qurtubi mentioned the interpretations of Sa'id Bin Jubair and 'Aamir Al-Sha'bi, who said the letters of the
name of Allah, "Al-Rahman," are the opening letters of thirteen Sooras (Chapters) of the Holy Quran. These
are "A, L, R" (the opening letters of Chapters 10-15), "H, M" (the opening letters of Chapters 40-46), and
"N" (the opening letter of Soorat Al-Qalam, Chapter 68). Together, these letters form the word, "ALRHMN,"
which is Al-Ra’hman, as Arabic words may include only consonants and long vowels in the basic writing.
While short vowels are added over or under of a letter (known as tashkeel) in the Holy Quran, these are

not usually added in common writings, such as in books and in written media. 31

Thus, these first four verses of Surat Al-Rahman (55:1- 4) tell humans of four blessings bestowed upon
them by Allah, praise to Him in His Highness. The first verse tells them that Allah, the Beneficent, has mercy
to all of them. The second verse tells them of His second blessing, which is descending the Holy Quran to
humanity also as mercy and guidance for them to be happy in this life, as well as in the hereafter. The third
verse is a reminder to them that Allah, the Beneficent, created them in the best image, fashion, and
proportions. The fourth verse is a reference to the blessing of enabling humans how to speak by creating
the physiological features necessary for speech, in the mouth, larynx, and the brain, and by blessing them
with the suitable environment, as explained in Chapter 4, "Creation and Evolution in the Holy Quran."

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-Ra’hman” (the Beneficent) was mentioned 170 times in the Holy Quran,
with the definite article (Al). It came in the Basmala (In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful),
the verse mentioned at the beginning of 113 Sooras (Chapters) of the Holy Quran. While Soorat Al-
Tawba (Chapter 9) does not have a Basmala, one Soora (Chapter) has another Basmala (Al-Naml, 27:
30). Thus, this Good Name of Allah was mentioned 114 times in the Basmalas of the Holy Quran.

In addition to the Basmalas, this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Ra’hman” (the Beneficent), was mentioned five
more times together with “Al-Ra'heem” (the Merciful), in verses 1: 1, 1: 3, 2: 163, 41: 2, and 59: 22, as a
confirmation of the mercy of Allah to His creations.
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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful (Al-Fati'ha, 1: 1).
The Beneficent, the Merciful (Al-Fati'ha, 1: 1).

And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of worship] except Him, the Beneficent, the Merciful
(Al-Bagara, 2: 163).

(This Holy Quran is) a revelation from the Beneficent, the Merciful (Fussilat, 41: 2).

He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, Knower of the unseen and the witnessed. He is the
Beneficent, the Merciful (Al-'Hashr, 59: 22).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-Ra’hman” (the Beneficent), came 47 times in the Holy Quran, with mentioning
the greatness of Allah, Who created the heavens and the Earth (Al-Furgan, 25: 59), with His promise of
Paradise to believers (Maryam19: 61), with mentioning how the Spirit (Jibril) and the angels will be standing
in a row, in front of Him, on the Day of Judgment (Al-Naba, 78: 38), with mentioning that those who believe
and do good deeds will have love and affection in the hearts of believers (Maryam, 19: 96), and with
mentioning those who disbelieve in Him, despite His Message of guidance to them (Al-Ra’d, 13: 30). It also
came 9 times as “Li Al-Ra’hman,” six of which were mentioned in Soorat Maryam (Chapter 19) and two

of them in Soorat Al-Zukhruf (Chapter 43) of the Holy Quran. 32
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He who created the heavens and the Earth and what is between them in six days and then established
Himself above the Throne, the Beneficent, so ask about Him one well informed (Al-Furgan, 25: 59).

(Therein are) gardens of perpetual residence which the Beneficent has promised His worshippers in the
unknown. Indeed, His promise has ever been coming (Maryam, 19: 61).

The Day that the Spirit (Jibril) and the angels will stand in a row, they will not speak, except for one whom
the Beneficent permits, and he will say what is correct (Al-Naba, 78: 38).

Indeed, those who have believed and done good deeds, the Beneficent will appoint for them affection
(Maryam, 19: 96).

Thus, We have sent you to a community before which (other) communities have passed on. So, you might
recite to them that which We revealed to you, while they disbelieve in the Beneficent. Say: "He is my Lord;
there is no deity except Him. Upon Him I rely, and to Him is (my) return" (Al-Ra’d, 13: 30).
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Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Ya Ra’hman”
(O, Beneficent), to all of Your creations: | am asking You to have mercy on me, my family, and the
Community of believers. Shield us from any harm and provide us with Your sympathy, kindness, livelihood,
and care.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Ra’hman” or “Ra’hman,” with the definite article (Al), or without it, as this
Good Name of Allah represents His uniqueness of being Beneficent to all of His creations, irrelevant to who

they are. However, a boy can be named “Abdul Ra’hman” (worshipper of the Beneficent), as this Name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by being thankful and grateful to “the
Beneficent,” for His countless favors, which He provides for all of His creations. They should also give
assistance, advice, and guidance to whoever is in need, including those who are playful and disobedient,
to help them return to “Al-Ra’hman,” so He may extend His mercy to them.

5. Al-Ra’heem (pronounced as ar-ra‘'heem): The Merciful é,-.\AJS\

"Al-Ra'heem" (The Merciful) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ra’hima,” which means to have
mercy on others, without any conditions. This includes providing them with unconditional benefits, being
close and kind to them, and sympathizing with them, as well as giving them the help and the means they
need to survive in their environments.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, the Name “Al-Ra’heem" shares the general meaning of the word “mercy”
with the Name “Al-Ra’hman.” This means that, Allah, praise to Him, is the One Who is Merciful to all of His
creations, whether they believe in Him or not. This is because He wrote (decreed) on Himself to be Merciful
(Al-An’am, 6: 12), and He is the One Whose mercy encompasses everything (Al-A’araf, 7: 156).

However, the meaning of the Name “Al-Ra’heem” is different from the meaning of the Name “Al-Ra’hman”
in that it adds more mercy for believers, in this life and in the hereafter, as a reward for their belief in Allah
and for worshipping Him. This additional mercy for believers is represented by God’s promise to be
Forgiving, Acceptant of Repentance, Kind, Good, and Loving to them, and Mighty in their support.

This meaning of “Al-Ra’heem” was agreed upon by the three renowned Islamic scholars, Al-Tabari, Al-
Qurtubi, and Ibn Katheer, and was summarized by Al-Sha'rawi, who said that "Al-Ra'heem" is the giver of
rewards which are many times more than the good deeds.

Realizing that Allah, praise to Him, is “Al-Ra’heem” (The Merciful), Muslims constantly ask Him for His
Mercy on themselves, and on their loved ones, whether they live with them, or they are deceased. Thus
doing, they are encouraged by the Holy Quran statement about that attribute, which is mentioned in verse
33: 43.
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It is He who prays (confers blessing) upon you, and His Angels pray (to Him for you), that He may bring
you out from (various degrees of) darkness into the light. And He is, to the believers, Merciful (Al-A’hzab,
33: 43).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 227 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article and without
it, including Al-Basmala at the beginning of each Sura (Chapter). Without the Basmalas, “Al-Ra’heem” was
mentioned 114 times in the Book of Allah (as Surat Al-Tawba has no Basmala).
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The Name of “Al-Ra’heem” (The Merciful) is mentioned alone three times only, in verses 4: 29, 17: 66, and
33: 43. Otherwise, it is mentioned together with another Good Name of Allah in each verse, which helps us
understand His mercy to the believers. Thus, the Name of “Al-Ra’heem” (The Merciful) was mentioned
together with “Al-Ra’hman” (The Beneficent) in each Basmala, which precedes every Sura (Chapter) of the
Holy Quran, as a confirmation of God’'s mercy for His creations. This is conveying to them that the Holy
Quran, which was descended on the Final Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, is God's Message and Mercy
to the Worlds, as stated in verses 21: 107 and 2: 163.
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And We have not sent you, (O Muhammad), except as a mercy to the worlds (Al-Anbiya, 21: 107).

And your god is one God. There is no other god except Him, the Beneficent, the Merciful (Al-Bagara, 2:
163).

The Name of “Al-Ra’heem” (The Merciful) was also mentioned together with “Al-Ghafoor” (The Forgiving),
in verse 15: 49, to convey the meaning of forgiving sins of believers, as an expression of mercy to them.
Moreover, it came together with “Al-Tawwab” (The Acceptant of Repentance), in verse 2: 160. It was
mentioned with “Al-Ra-oof” (The Kind) in verse 57: 9, with “Al-‘Aziz” (The Exalted in Might) in verse30: 5,
with “Al-Barr” (The Source of Goodness) in verse 52: 28, and with “Al-Wadood” (The Affectionate, The
Loving) in verse 11: 90, as follows:
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(O Muhammed), inform My worshippers that | am the Forgiving, the Merciful (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 49).

Except for those who repent, and correct themselves, and make evident (what they concealed). Those, |
will accept their repentance, and | am the Acceptant of Repentance, the Merciful (Al-Bagara, 2: 160).

It is He, who sends down upon His worshipper (Muhammad) verses of clear evidence, that He may bring
you out from (the degrees of) darkness into the light. And indeed, Allah is to you Kind, Merciful (Al-‘Hadeed,
57:9).

Except those [believers] on whom Allah has mercy. Indeed, He is the Exalted in Might, the Merciful (Al-
Dukhan, 44: 42).
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Indeed, we used to supplicate to Him before. Indeed, it is He who is the Source of Goodness and
Kindness, the Merciful" (Al-Toor, 52: 28).

And ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and Affectionate
(Loving) (Hood, 11: 90).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Allah, with this Name, addressing
him: “Ya Ra’heem” (O You, the Merciful), asking Him to extend His mercy, love, kindness, care, and
provision to the caller, and others close to him/her.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Ra’heem” or “Ra’heem,” with the definite article (Al) or without it, as this
Good Name of Allah represents His uniqueness of being the Beneficent to all of His creations, and the
Merciful to believers. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Ra’heem” (Worshipper of the Merciful), as
a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by being thankful and grateful to Him,
“the Merciful,” for His countless favors, which He provides for all of His creations, and for His additional
mercy to them. In addition, believers should provide advice and guidance to those who are playful and
disobedient, to help them return to the “Ra’heem,” so He would extend His mercy to them. They should
also treat the creations of Allah, whether humans or animals, with mercy, kindness, care, and help, as much
as they can, particularly those who are weak, helpless, and in need.

8- of

6. Ar'hamu Al-Ra’himeen (pronounced as ar'‘hamur ra’himeen): The Most Merciful u:\-ubﬂ PJ\

“Arhamu Al-Ra’himeen” (the Most Merciful) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words. The
first is “Arham,” which means more Merciful than anybody else, or the Most Merciful. It is a comparative
adjective, derived from the verb “ra’hima,” which was explained before, in the two Names of “Al-Ra’hman”
and “Al-Ra’heem. The second word, “Al-Ra’himeen,” means the merciful, in the plural form. It is also derived
from the same root verb, “ra’hima,” explained above.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Arhamu Al-Ra’himeen” means that Allah, praise to Him, is more Merciful to His
creations generally, and to His believing worshippers in particular, than anyone of them. Thus, He is the
Most Merciful.

This Name was mentioned four times in the Holy Quran. This was in the context of a supplication by
Moussa (Moses), peace be upon him (pbuh), to Allah, to admit him and his brother into His Mercy, and to
forgive them. This happened when Moussa returned to find his people worshipping the calf. He was afraid
of God’s anger and punishment. Therefore, he supplicated to Him, using His Good Name of “Arhamu Al-
Ra’himeen” (the Most Merciful Among the Merciful), to maximize the chances of Allah accepting His call
(Al-A’araf, 7: 151).

In addition, Ya’coob (Jacob), pbuh, invoked this Good Name of Allah, also to get the maximum mercy and
protection for his son, Binyameen. He was distrustful of his sons, who did not protect their brother, Yousuf
(Joseph) before (Yousuf, 12: 64).

It was also mentioned by Yousuf (Joseph), pbuh, in his supplication to Allah, to forgive his brothers, for that
which they did to him, as He is “the Most Merciful” (Yousuf, 12: 64). Likewise, Ayoob (Job), pbuh, mentioned
it when he supplicated to the “the Most Merciful,” to heal him of his disease (Al-Anbiya, 21: 83).

(1517 « GI02 Y1) Gran) 3 paf culEalinn 5 b Uladls (a5 I e &5 J8



30 Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

42 ¢ Cilig)) Gpantl A0 3h 7 UsA YA AETUE e aal Ve K W& Y Ale KT O 06
(64

(92 :12 ¢ il gi) Gmanl 3l 2300 b 571 A AakiTa sl Al Gy B Y 06
(83 :21 ¢ £V Ganl 3 A3 il y Sl il 435 (530 Y Gl

(Moussa, Moses) said, "My Lord, forgive me and my brother and admit us into Your mercy, for You are the
Most Merciful" (Al-A’araf, 7: 151).

He said, "Should | entrust you with him except [under coercion] as | entrusted you with his brother before?
But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the Most Merciful" (Yousuf, 12: 64).

He said, "No blame will there be upon you today. Allah will forgive you; and He is the Most Merciful"
(Yousuf, 12: 92).

And [mention] Job, when he called to his Lord, "Indeed, adversity has touched me, and you are the Most
Merciful" (Al-Anbiya, 21: 83).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: "Ya Ar'hamu Ar-
Ra'himeen (O, the Most Merciful), asking Him to extend His mercy on the caller, and his/her loved ones.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as He alone is “the Most Merciful” among those
of His creations who have this trait. Further, this compound Good Name of Allah should not be divided, as
discussed before. Thus, Allah, praise to Him, should not be referred to as “Arham,” or “Al-Ra’himeen,”
separately. Instead, He should be referred to as “Ar'ham Al-Ra'himeen” (the Most Merciful). However, a
boy can be named as “Abdul- Ra’heem” (Worshipper of the Merciful), as a recognition of his worship to his
Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by being merciful towards God’s
creations: humans and animals alike. This means giving them good treatment, dealing with them with care
and compassion, as well as providing them with advice and guidance, and helping them as much as they
can. Most importantly, believers should always return to Allah, asking for His mercy. They should never
despair of it, as He told them in His Holy Book:
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Say: "O My worshippers, who have transgressed against themselves (by sinning), do not despair of the
mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful" (Al-
Zumar, 39: 53).

7. Khayr Al-Ra'himeen (pronounced as khayrur ra’himeen): The Best of the Merciful u.-.‘-‘A‘JM 3:‘5

“Khayr Al-Ra'himeen” (The Best of the Merciful) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “Khayr,” which is a comparative adjective, meaning better and more beneficial than others. It is
derived from the verb “khaara,” which means to prefer, choose, and select. The second word is “Al-
Ra’himeen,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ra’hima,” meaning to have mercy on others,
without any conditions. This includes providing them with unconditional benefits, being close and kind to
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them, and sympathizing with them, as well as giving them the help and the means they need to survive in
their various environments.

This Name shares its root verb and meaning, as preferred and Better, with nine other compound Good
Names of Allah. These are Khayr Al-Ghafireen, Khayr Al-Razigeen, Khayr Al-Fati’heen, Khayr Al-
‘Hakimeen, Khayr Al-Nasireen, Khayr Al-Makireen, Khayr Al-Fasileen, Khayr Al-Waritheen, and Khayr Al-
Munzileen.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Khayr Al-Ra'himeen” means that He, praise to Him, is better and more beneficial
in His mercy to His creations than anyone else. This is because His mercy is an inherent characteristic of
Him, which He descends on His creations, irrelevant to their beliefs or deeds. Further, His mercy is
continuous and more comprehensive than the mercy He placed in His creations, as expressed in His
closeness, compassion, kindness, and provision to them, in their environments.

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, in the same context, where
our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, told us about what would happen to two categories of people, on the Last
Day (Al-Muminoon, 23: 101-111).

The first category is composed of believers, who worship Him during their lower life, and who call upon Him
for His forgiveness and His mercy, addressing him as “Khayr Al-Ra'himeen (The Best of the Merciful).
These are the ones whose scales are heavy with good deeds, who will win an everlasting life in His Paradise
(Al-Muminoon, 23: 102).

The second category is composed of disbelievers, who ridicule patient believers, and laugh at them, for no
other reasons than worshipping their Lord, Allah, praise to Him, and for calling upon Him, to forgive them
and have mercy on them, using His Good Name, “Khayr Al-Ra’himeen (The Best of the Merciful). Those
disbelievers will be the losers, whose scales are light, and as such will “have lost their souls, (being) in Hell,
abiding eternally” (Al-Muminoon, 23: 103).

Then, Allah, praise to Him, concludes Surat Al-Muminoon (Chapter 23 of the Holy Quran) with a
confirmation that believers need to call upon Him for forgiveness and mercy, with His Good Name of “Khayr
Al-Ra'himeen (The Best Among the Merciful) (Al-Muminoon, 23: 118).
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Indeed, there was a party of My worshippers, who used to say: “Our Lord, we have believed. So, forgive us
and have mercy upon us, and You are the Best of the Merciful” (Al-Muminoon, 23: 109).

And (O Muhammed), say: “My Lord, forgive (us) and have mercy (upon us), and You are the Best of the
Merciful" (Al-Muminoon, 23: 118).

In addition, Allah, praise to Hi, was referred to as Better than anybody and anything five times in the
Holy Quran. This reference came in the context of the story of the Egyptian magicians, who announced that
they had believed in their Lord, Allah. They described Him as Better and More Lasting for them, as He
promised believers to forgive their sins and to live an everlasting life in His Paradise. Thus, He is Better and
more beneficial to them than Pharaoh, who promised them the things he could have in this limited lower
life (Ta-Ha, 20: 73).

It also came in the context of mentioning the story of the man who owned two gardens, but who was
ungrateful to Allah, for the favors He bestowed on him. He doubted the return to Allah in the hereafter and
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looked down at his friend who had less wealth and less children than him. So, Allah, praise to Him, punished
him by destroying his two gardens. At the same time, He comforted the other man, the believer, promising
him that He is Better for him, by giving him a better reward and a better outcome, in the hereafter (Al-Kahf,
18: 32-44).
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Indeed, we have believed in our Lord that He may forgive for us our sins, and what you compelled us (to
do) of magic. And Allah is Better and More Lasting (Ta-Ha, 20: 73).

There the authority is [completely] for Allah, the Truth. He is Better in reward and Better in outcome (Al-
Kahf, 18: 32-44).

In addition, this Name came in the context of what Ya’'coob (Jacob), pbuh, said to his children, when they
asked him to allow them to take their brother with them to Egypt. He replied that he would not trust them to
guard (protect) him. However, he trusts Allah, Who is a Better Guardian (Yoosuf, 12: 64). Finally, it came
with mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, is Better and more beneficial to His creations than whoever and
whatever is falsely claimed as associated with Him (Al-Naml, 27: 59).
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He (Ya’coob, Jacob) said, "Should | entrust you with him except (under pressure from you), as | entrusted
you with his brother before? But Allah is a Better Guardian, and He is the Most Merciful" (Yoosuf, 12: 64).

Say, (O Mu’hammed): "Praise be to Allah, and peace upon His worshippers whom He has chosen. Is Allah
Better, or that which they associate with Him?" (Al-Naml, 27: 59).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Allahumma Anta
Khayru Ar-Ra'himeen” (O Allah, You are the Best of the Merciful). You are Better in reward and Better in
outcome. | am asking You to protect me from wrongdoers, to write me the best reward for my deeds which
| do in obedience to You, and to make Paradise my destination, together with my family, and the believers
of all times.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as He alone is the Best of the Merciful. He is better
and more beneficial in His mercy than anyone else. Further, this compound Good Name of Allah should
not be divided, as discussed before. Thus, Allah, praise to Him, should not be referred to as “Khayr,” or “Al-
Ra’himeen,” separately. Instead, He should be referred to as “Khayr Al-Ra’himeen” (the Best of the
Merciful). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul- Ra’heem” (Worshipper of the Merciful), as a recognition
of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by being confident that He, praise to
Him, is the Best of the Merciful. So, they should call upon Him for mercy on them and on those they love,
without hesitation, at all times. Believers should also be merciful towards God’s creations. This means
giving them good treatment, dealing with them with care and compassion, as well as providing them with
advice and guidance, and helping them as much as they can.
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8. Dthu Al-Ra’hma (pronounced as dthul ra’hma): The One with (Possessor) of Mercy BHGJM 33

"Dthu Al-Ra'hma" means the Possessor of Mercy, the One Who is the Owner and the Source of Mercy, for
all of His creations. It is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words. The first is “Dthu,” which
means a possessor or an owner of something. It is part of a category of speech, called “the five nouns.” As
such, it takes three forms, according to the Arabic grammatical rules. These are “dthu,” “dthi,” and “dtha.”

There are ten Good Names of Allah, included in this list, which start with either “dthu,” or “dthi.” 33

The second word in this compound Good Name of Allah is “Al-Ra’hma” (Mercy). It is derived from the verb
‘ra’hima,” which means to have mercy on others, without any conditions. This includes providing them with
unconditional benefits, being close and kind to them, and sympathizing with them, as well as giving them
the help and the means they need to survive in their various environments.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Dthu Al-Ra'hma" means that He, praise to Him, is the Possessor, the Owner,
and the Source of Mercy, for all of His creations. His mercy is so vast and so comprehensive that, if He
wills it, it can cover all of His creations. It is observed in His closeness, compassion, kindness, and provision
to them, in their various environments.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned in the Holy Quran twice, with definite article (Al), and once
without it. This happened in the context of mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, is in no need of His
creations to believe and worship Him. However, because He is the Possessor (Owner, Source) of Mercy,
He has not caused the disobedient and wrongdoing humans to disappear from the face of the Earth, while
He is capable of doing that and of replacing them with others (Al-An’am, 6: 133).

This Good Name of Allah also came in the context of mentioning that due to God’s forgiveness and mercy,
He has not hastened punishment for the obstinate, who refuse the signs of their Lord, in this life. Rather,
He has willed to delay their punishment till the Day of Reckoning, giving them the opportunity to believe in
Him and to ask for His forgiveness, during this life (Al-Kahf, 18: 58).

In addition, this Name, "Dthu Al-Ra'hma," came in the context of God’'s comfort (consolation) to His
Messenger, pbbuh, when his people disbelieved him. He told him that he should not let himself perish in
regret for their disbelief (Fatir, 35: 8), as his job is to tell the Message (Al-Na’hl, 16: 82), not to force people

to believe (Younus, 10: 99). 34

Thus, in response to their disbelief, Allah, praise to Him, told His Messenger to say to the disbelievers that
the mercy of Allah is vast, waiting for them if they believe and ask for it. However, if they insist on their
disbelief, they will be inevitably punished, in the hereafter " (Al-An’am, 6: 147).
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And your Lord is the Free of need, the One with (Possessor) of Mercy. If He wills, he can do away with
you and give succession after you to whomever He wills, just as He produced you from the descendants of
another people (Al-An’am, 6: 133).
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And your Lord is the Forgiving, the One with (Possessor) of Mercy. If He were to impose blame upon
them for what they earned, He would have hastened for them the punishment. Rather, for them is an
appointment from which they will never find an escape (Al-Kahf, 18: 58).

So, if they disbelieve you, (O Muhammad), say, "Your Lord is the One with (Possessor) of Vast Mercy;
but His punishment cannot be repelled from the people who are criminals" (Al-An’am, 6: 147).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya Allah Anta
Dthu Al-Ra’hma” (O, Allah, You are the Possessor, Owner, and Source of Mercy), | am asking You to
extend Your mercy on me, and on the ones dear to me, the living among them and the dead.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as only He is the Possessor, Owner, and Source
of Mercy. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Ra’heem” (Worshipper of the Merciful), in recognition
of his worship to his Creator. Further, this compound Good Name of Allah should not be divided, as
discussed before. Thus, Allah, praise to Him, should not be referred to as “Dthu,” or “Al-Ra’hma,” separately.
Instead, He should be referred to as “Dthu Al-Ra’hma,” as one whole Name.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by being confident that He, praise to
Him, is the Possessor, Owner, and Source of the vast mercy, which is enough to be showered on all of His
creations, if He wills. So, they should call upon Him for mercy on them and on those they love, without
hesitation, at all times. Believers should also be merciful towards God’s creations. This means giving them
good treatment, dealing with them with care and compassion, as well as providing them with advice and
guidance, and helping them as much as they can.

9. Al-Malik: The King, The Sovereign  <lall

"Al-Malik" (The King, The Sovereign) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “malaka,” which means
to capture something, own it, be in control of it, be capable of subduing it, and can deal with it in anyway. It
also means to conquer, prevail, and rule over. This Name shares derivation from the same root verb with
three other Good Names of Allah, following it. These are Al-Maleek (the Greet King, the Great Sovereign),
Malik Yawm Al-Deen (the Owner of the Day of Accountability), and Malik Al-Mulk (the Owner of the
Dominion).

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Malik" means the King (the Sovereign), Who is the absolute ruler over His
Kingdom (Al-Mulk, 67: 1), which includes the Throne, the Chair, the Heavens, the Earth, what is in between
them, and the creations living within them. He is the King of this life and the King of the Hereafter. When
His creations stand subdued in front of Him, for reckoning, He asks them a rhetorical question: “To whom
belongs the Dominion (the Sovereignty), this Day?” However, nobody dares to answer Him. So, He gives
the answer, saying: “To Allah, the One, the Subduer” (Ghafir, 40: 16). In one of his ‘Hadiths, the Messenger

of Allah, pbbuh, said that it belongs to the Mighty, the King (the Sovereign). 35
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Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the Dominion (sovereignty of the Universe), and Who is Capable of
(doing) everything (Al-Mulk, 67: 1).

The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah. To whom belongs the
Dominion (the Sovereignty) this Day? To Allah, the One, the Subduer (Ghafir, 40: 16).
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This Good Name of Allah (The King, The Sovereign) was mentioned four times in the Holy Quran, together
with another Good Name of His, “Al-‘Haqg” (the Truth, the Right), to mean that He is truly the King (the
Sovereign) of the heavens, the Earth, and whoever lives therein. He rules over His creations with justice
(Ta-Ha, 20: 114). He is also the True King, the Lord of the Throne (Al-Muminoon, 23: 59), and the angels
who are constantly exalting Him, around it.

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned in the Holy Quran, together with other Good Names of His,
which add more meanings to it. These are the Holy, the Peace, the Bestower of Faith, the Dominant, the
Exalted in Might, the Compeller, and the Superior (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23). It further came together with the
Names: the Holy, the Exalted in Might, and the Wise (Al-Jumu’a, 62: 1), as follows:
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So high (above all) is Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Truth. And (O Muhammad), do not hasten with (the
recitation of the Quran before its revelation is completed to you, and say, "My Lord, increase me in
knowledge" (Ta-Ha, 20: 114).

So exalted is Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Truth. There is no deity except Him, Lord of the Throne, the
Noble (Al-Muminoon, 23: 59).

He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Bestower of
Faith, the Dominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever
they associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Holy,
the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-dumu’a, 62: 1).

In addition, this Good Name of Allah “Al-Malik” (The King, the Sovereign) was mentioned as the first Name
of Allah in verse 23 of Surat Al-‘Hashr (Chapter 59), which is the Sura that includes 19 of the Good Names
of Allah in its three last verses, as follows:
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He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, Knower of the unseen and the witnessed. He is the
Beneficent, the Merciful. (22) He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy,
the Peace, the Believer, the Dominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah
above whatever they associate with Him. (23) He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him
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belong the best names. Whatever is in the heavens and the Earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in
Might, the Wise. (24) (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 22-24).

Al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on his soul, succinctly summarized an application of the meaning of this
Good Name of Allah to people. He said that worshippers of Allah can achieve sovereignty in this sense if
they do not allow anything else to control their behaviors, other than Allah. They should not allow their lust,
anger, or any desires to possess them. In addition, they should be in control of the various organs of their
body, particularly their tongues (to speak rightly), eyes (to see what'’s allowed), and hands (to use them in
doing good deeds). Only then, they may possess the rank of sovereignty in their lower life, which gets them
closer to Allah, praise to Him, in the hereafter.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: "Ya Malik Al-Milook, wa
Sa’hib Al-Malakoot" (O, King of kings and Sovereign over the Dominion), and asking Him to extend His
protection to the caller and others related to him/her.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Malik” (the Sovereign), or “Malik” (Sovereign), neither with the definite
article (Al), nor without it, as this is a name and a trait of Allah, Who is the true and only King (Sovereign)
of His Dominion. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Malik” (Worshipper of Allah, the King of this life
and the hereafter), as a recognition of worship to his Creator.

Living up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah means treating subjects or subordinates with kindness
and care, as well as ruling over people and between them according to the commands of Allah, praise to
Him. It also means controlling the self and its desires, to be sought only within the realm of God’s commands
and His straight path.

10. Al-Maleek: The Great King, the Great Sovereign ‘ﬂéﬁ‘

"Al-Maleek" (the Great King, the Great Sovereign) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb
“malaka,” which means to capture something, own it, be in control of it, be capable of subduing it, and can
deal with it in anyway. It also means to conquer, prevail, and rule over. It is also an amplified form of the
adjectival name “Malik,” with which it shares the same root verb.

So, this Good Name of Allah means that He, praise to Him, is the King, the Sovereign, Who owns His
Dominion, and has sovereignty over it. This Name also means that He rules over all of His creations, and
that He is capable of doing anything He wills.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It came
in the context of mentioning that the righteous will be rewarded in the hereafter, by living in the gardens of
Paradise, with rivers flowing therein, which is their true destination, near the Great King (the Great
Sovereign), Who is Perfect in His Ability to provide them with such a reward (Al-Qamar, 54: 54-55).
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Indeed, the righteous will be (living) in gardens and (beside) rivers, (54) In a seat of truth, near a Great
King (a Great Sovereign), Perfect in Ability. (55) (Al-Qamar, 54: 54-55).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: "Ya Maleek Al-Mulk"
(O, Great King and Great Sovereign over Your Dominion): | am asking You to extend Your protection to
me, my family, my relatives, and the believers everywhere.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Maleek” (the Great Sovereign), or “Maleek” (Sovereign), neither with the
definite article (Al), nor without it, as this is a name and a trait of Allah, Who is the true and only King
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(Sovereign) of His Dominion. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Maleek” (Worshipper of Allah, the
Great Sovereign of this life and the hereafter), as a recognition of worship to his Creator.

Living up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah means treating subjects or subordinates with kindness
and care, as well as ruling over people and between them according to the commands of Allah, praise to
Him. It also means controlling the self and its desires, to be sought only within the realm of God’s commands
and His straight path.

11. Maalik Yawm Al-Deen" (pronounced as maaliku yawmud deen): Owner of the Day of
Accountability () a3 <llla

“Maalik Yawm Al-Deen" (Owner of the Day of Accountability) is an adjectival name, composed of three
words. The first is “Maalik,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “malaka.” As mentioned in
the Name “Al-Malik,” above, it means to capture something, own it, be in control of it, be capable of subduing
it, and can deal with it in anyway. It also means to conquer, prevail, and rule over.

The two other words, “Yawm Al-Deen,” mean the Day of Accountability, which is the Day of Reckoning, in
the hereafter, on which Allah, the Owner of that Day, judges among His creations, concerning what they
owe to each other.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran. It came in the fourth verse of Surat Al-
Fati’ha (Chapter 1), which opens the Book of Allah, with telling His creations about Who He is, through a
sequence of five Good Names of His. These are Allah (The God), Al-Ra’hman (the Beneficent), Al-Ra’heem
(the Merciful), and Rab Al-‘Alameen (the Lord of the Worlds), and “Maalik Yawm Al-Deen" (Owner of the
Day of Accountability).
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. (1) Praise is (due) to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, (2) The
Beneficent, the Merciful, (3) Owner (Sovereign) of the Day of Accountability. (4) (Al-Fati’ha, 1: 1-4).

As a Good Name of Allah, “Maalik Yawm Al-Deen" means that He alone is the Owner of His vast dominium
on the Day of Accountability. His creations may possess different forms of ownership during their lower life,
including property, wealth, influence, and power. However, they come on the Day of Accountability helpless,
powerless, and without any form of ownership they used to have, except their deeds. If their deeds are
good, then they will be rewarded with an everlasting life in Paradise, as the Owner of the Day of
Accountability has promised them. But, if they disbelieve in Allah and His signs during their lower life, then
they will face a humiliating punishment in the Hell Fire (Al-Haj, 22: 56).

Gl 158085 15568 (all 5 oy andll s b clalliall | shee 5 158 umucm es.;“mm m\
(57-56 :22 « Fall) fov) (neh Llie g.gjddju

Ownership (Sovereignty) on that Day is for Allah; He will judge between them. So, those who have believed
and done good deeds, will be in the gardens of luxury (in Paradise). (56) And for those who have disbelieved
and denied Our signs, there will be a humiliating punishment. (57) (Al-Haj, 22: 56).

“Yawm Al-Deen" is also the Day of Judgment among humans (Al-Zumar, 39: 75), among jinn (Hood, 11:
119), and among angels (Al-Zumar, 39: 75), about that which they dispute with each other, during the lower
life. On that day, the Spirit (Jibril, Gabriel) and the angels will stand in rows before their Lord, Who will
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judge among them rightly. They will not be able to speak until they are permitted to do so by the
“Beneficent.” Even then, they will only say that which is correct (Al-Naba, 78: 38).

“Aaal a5 a0 3 1R a5 Gudall s Al y Cialls 153 Gl \;93%‘,&.5‘ &)
(17 122 « gal)) Dl o030 (K e al )

(119111 ¢ 35h) Camadl (il s L) e alga (OGN ot AaR &y

o5 4l Saal) 85 (adl gl (o 57 ae ) 208y GRS (DRl J3a e Glls DA (5 55
(75 :39 ¢ Ja)l) Cuallal)

(38 :78 « Gll) U3t 085 Gad 30 A1 530 e V) (sl ¥t Al 5 £ 550 455 550

On the Day of Rising, Allah will certainly judge among those who believe, and those who became Jews,
and Sabians, and Christians, and Magians, and those who associate others with Allah (in His Divinity).
Surely, Allah watches over everything (Al-Zumar, 39: 75).

... and the word of your Lord is to be fulfilled that, "I will surely fill Hell with jinn and humans all together"
(Hood, 11: 119).

And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne, exalting their Lord with praise. And it will be judged
among them in truth, and it will be said, "Praise to Allah, Lord of the Worlds." (75) (Al-Zumar, 39: 75).

The Day that the Spirit (Jibril) and the angels will stand in rows, they will not speak, except for one
whom the Beneficent permits, and he will say (that which is) correct (Al-Naba, 78: 38).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya Maalik Yawm
Al-Deen" (O, Owner of the Day of Accountability), asking Him to extend His mercy, kindness, and
forgiveness on the caller, and others, on that Day.

Nobody should be called as "Maalik Yawm Al-Deen," as Allah alone is the Owner of the Day of
Accountability. Further, this compound Good Name of Allah should not be divided. So, Allah, praise to Him,
should not be referred to as “Malik” alone. However, a boy can be named “Abdul-Maalik” (Worshipper of
the Owner of the Day of Accountability), in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by controlling the self and its desires,
which should be sought only within the realm of God’s commands and His straight path. They should also
treat their subjects or subordinates with kindness and care and rule over people and between them
according to the commands of Allah, praise to Him. As the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “You are all

shepherds (protectors, care givers), and you are all responsible for your subjects (subordinates).” 36

12. Maalik Al-Mulk: Owner of the Dominion  <lall dlila

“Maalik Al-Mulk” (The Owner of the Dominion) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words,
both of which are derived from the verb “malaka,” which is also the root verb for the Name “Al-Malik” (The
King, the Sovereign), listed above.

Thus, this Good Name of Allah, “Maalik Al-Mulk,” means that He, praise to Him, is the One Who owns, rules
over, and controls His Dominion. He is also Capable of doing anything He wills to it.
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The three interpreters mentioned that “Maalik Al-Mulk (Owner of the Dominion), descended His last
Message, the Holy Quran, to humanity through His final Messenger, Mu’hammed, pbbuh. Thus, He gave
this greatest honor to him and to Arabs, while denying it to the Children of Israeli, who used to have
Messages of Allah sent through Messengers and Prophets from among them. This was because of their
disobedience, killing of Prophets, and rejection of the Messenger of Allah, ‘Eissa (Jesus), peace be upon
him.

Al-Qurtubi mentioned the definitions of Mujahid and Al-Zajjaj of the word “Al-Mulk” (the Dominion). They
mentioned that it is a reference to the Prophethood, dominance, wealth, people, and their possessions, in
this lower life, and in the hereafter. He added that it is a reference to giving the territories of the Persian
and Roman empires to Muslims, to rule them by God’s commands.

This Good Name of Allah, “Maalik Al-Mulk,” was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in the context of
mentioning that He, praise to Him, is the Owner of all forms of possessions. As such, He gives some of
them to whoever He wills and takes others from whoever He wills. He honors whom He wills, and He
humiliates whom He wills, and He is Capable over everything (Aal-‘Imran, 3: 26).
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Say: "O Allah, Owner of the Dominion, You give sovereignty (or parts of it) to whom You will and You take
sovereignty (on parts of it) away from whom You will. You honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom
You will. In Your hand is (all) good. Indeed, You are Capable over everything (Al-i-Imran, 3: 26).

The word “Al-Mulk” (the Dominion) was mentioned twenty times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article
(Al). In eleven times of them, it was mentioned in relation to God’s ownership of His vast Dominion, during
the lower life of His creations and in the hereafter (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 26). It was also mentioned in reference to
God’s ownership of the Dominion when the Trumpet is blown (Al-An’am, 6: 73). It came also with mentioning
that Allah has no partner in the ownership of the Dominion (Al-Isra, 17: 111), that He will judge among His
creations (Al-‘Haj, 22: 56), that to Him alone belongs the ownership of the heavens and the Earth, as He
has neither had a son nor a partner (Al-Furgan, 25: 2), that the Dominion on the Last Day will belong to
Him, the Beneficent (Al-Furqgan, 25: 26), that the Dominion will be to Allah, the Lord (Fatir, 35: 13; Al-Zumar,
39: 6), that the Dominion on that Day will belong to the One, the Subduer (Ghafir, 40: 16), that to Him belong
the Dominion and the praise, and He is Capable over everything (Al-Taghabun, 64: 1), and that “Blessed
is He in Whose hand is the Dominion, and He is over all things competent” (Al-Mulk, 67: 1).
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word is the truth. And His is the Dominion (on) the Day the Horn is blown. (He is the) Knower of the
unknown and the known, and He is the Wise, the Acquainted (Al-An’am, 6: 73).

And say: "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a son, and has had no partner in (His) Dominion, and he has
no caretaker (protector), out of weakness; and glorify Him with (great) glorification" (A-Isra, 17: 111).

The word “Al-Mulk” (the Dominion) was also mentioned twenty-eight times in the Holy Quran, without
the definite article (Al). In nineteen times of them, it was mentioned in relation to God’s ownership of the
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heavens and the Earth (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 189), to His ownership of the heavens, the Earth, and whatever is
between them (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 17), to believers, who will see a luxurious destination (Paradise), and a vast
Dominion (Al-Insan, 76: 20), and in mentioning that Allah gives part of His Dominion to whom He wills (Al-
Baqara, 2: 247).
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And to Allah belongs Dominion of the heavens and the Earth, and Allah is Capable over everything (Al-i-
‘Imran, 3: 189).

... And to Allah belongs Dominion of the heavens and the Earth, and whatever is between them. He creates
what He wills, and Allah is Capable over everything (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 17).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, "Ya Maalik Al-Mulk" (O,
the Owner of the Dominion), then asking for His blessing in what the caller is attempting to get from this
life’s temporary property. More important is learning a lesson from seeing ownership being exchanged
among people, as it is being taken from some of them and given to others.

Nobody should be named as "Maalik Al-Mulk," as this is a unique name and trait of Allah, Owner of the
Dominion. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Maalik” (Worshipper of Allah, Owner of the Dominion),
in recognition of his worship to his Creator. Further, this compound Good Name of Allah should not be
divided. So, Allah, praise to Him, should not be referred to as “Malik” alone.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by constantly remembering that He is
the Owner of the heavens and the Earth. So, they should always remember that their ownership of wealth
and property in this lower life is temporary, and that they will lose it when they die. However, their faith and
good deeds are everlasting, in their records, and in the rewards waiting for them in the everlasting Paradise,
which is owned by "Maalik Al-Mulk" (Owner of the Dominion), praise to Him.

220

13. Al-Quddoos: The Holy (4 948l)

“Al-Quddoos” (The Holy) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “qaddasa,” which means to pray to
Allah, as well as to glorify, praise, and exalt Him as the only deity worthy of worship.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came
directly after the Name “Al-Malik” (the King, the Sovereign), in the two verses, which contain ten Good
Names of Allah. These are: Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the Predominant,
the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23), and the Wise (Al-dJumu’a, 62: 1).
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He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the
Predominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they
associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 41

Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the Earth is exalting Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Holy,
the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-dumu’a, 62: 1).

“Al-Quddoos” (The Holy) is the absolute in His perfection, beauty, and majesty. He is impeccable, in the
sense that He is the One Who is unattainable by any description, and He is not realized by senses, or
imagination, or conscience, or thought, as defined by Al-Ghazali. The three renowned interpreters of the
Holy Quran agreed that "Al-Quddoos" (the Holy) also means the Blessed, the Pure in Cleanliness and
Perfection, and the One Who is exalted, praised, and glorified by the angels.

In his book, “Al-Asna,” Al-Qurtubi, explained that "Al-Quddoos" (the Holy) means the Pure and the Blessed,
based on God’s description of the Holy Land, as the Blessed Land. He mentioned the Holy Land in Al-Ma-
ida (2: 15). Then, He described it as the Blessed Land, in Al-Anbiya (21: 81), as follows:
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“O my people, enter the Holy Land, which Allah has written for you (to enter), and do not turn back, and
(thus) become losers" (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 21).

And to Sulayman (Solomon), (We subjected) the wind, blowing forcefully, proceeding by his command
toward the Land which We had blessed. And We are ever, of everything, Knowing (Al-Anbiya, 21: 81).

Moreover, "Al-Quddoos” (the Holy) is the One Who is exalted, praised, and glorified by the angels, as an
acknowledgement of Him as their God and Lord, and the God and Lord of all creations in His vast Dominion
(Al-Bagara, 2: 30, and Al-Jumu’a, 62: 1, mentioned above).
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And (mention, O Mu’hammed), when your Lord said to the angels: "Indeed, | will make upon the Earth a
caliph (successive authority)." They said: "Will You make (place) upon it one who causes corruption therein
and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify (pray to, glorify, praise, and exalt) You?"
Allah said, "Indeed, | know that which you do not know” (Al-Baqara, 2: 30).

“Al-Qudus” is another related derivative of the verb “gaddasa. It is mentioned in the Holy Quran, in
reference to the Senior Angel, Jibril, peace be upon him. He is described as "Rou’h Al-Qudus," which means
the Spirit of the Holy (Al-Na’hl, 16: 102), and again as “Rou’hana,” which means “Our Spirit” (Maryam (19:
17).
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Say, (O Mu’hammed): "The Spirit of the Holy” has brought it (the Holy Quran) down from your Lord, in
truth, to make firm those who have believed, and as guidance, and good tidings to the Muslims (Al-Na’hl,
16: 102).
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And she (Maryam, Mary) took, in seclusion from them, a screen. Then, We sent to her Our Spirit (Jibril),
and he represented himself to her as a well-proportioned man (Maryam, 19: 17).

Thus, Allah, praise to Him, is "Al-Quddoos" (the Holy), the absolute in His perfection, beauty, and majesty.
He is pure, blessed, and worthy of worship, exaltation, praise, and glorification by all of His intelligent
creations, including the angels, humans, and jinn, as an acknowledgement of His Godhood, countless
bounties, and favors to them.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya Quddoos”
(O, Holy), and asking Him to extend His blessings and favors on the caller and other believers, in this world
and in the hereafter. The Prophet, pbbuh, used to say in his rukou’ and sujood (kneeling and prostration),
after tasbee’h: “Subboo’h, Quddoos, rabbu Al-Mala-ikati wal rou’h” (You are exalted and sanctified, You

are the Lord of the angels and the Spirit). 37

Nobody should be named as "Al-Quddoos” (the Holy) or “Quddoos” (Holy), with the definite article or without
it, as this is a unique name and trait of Allah, praise to Him. He is the only One Who is praised and glorified
by heavens and the Earth, and by those therein (Isra, 17: 44), and He is the only One Who is exalted by
birds and mountains (Al-Anbiya, 21: 79). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Quddoos” (Worshipper
of the Holy), in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by doing their best to make their
deeds as perfect, beautiful, dignified, and well-done as possible. They should satisfy their needs within
what their Lord, Allah, has allowed. They also need to be thinking all the time about their Creator, His
Dominion, and what He has prepared for His creations in the hereafter. They should perform their
responsibilities at home, at work, and in society with most seriousness, avoiding distraction by
entertainment, as well as by other time-wasting and aimless activities. Thus doing, they will be following
the teachings of the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, who said: “Indeed, Allah, praise to Him, is beautiful and

He loves beauty. He (also) loves high manners and hates low behaviors.” 38

14. Al-Salam (pronounced as as-salam): The Peace éM\

"Al-Salam" (The Peace) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “salima,” which means to survive from
danger, be safe in blood and treasure, and be without defects, diseases, and harm.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Salam,” means that He, praise to Him, is the sources of peace to His
creations. His Message of Peace (Islam) has been conveyed to humanity through His Messengers, peace
be upon them. Following His commands helps His creations to live in peace and safety during their lower
life and to get to His ultimate House of Peace (Paradise) in the hereafter.

Moreover, "Al-Salam" means that Allah, praise to Him, is safe from any shortcomings or defects, which
warrants His glorification by His creations in the heavens and the Earth (Al-Isra, 17: 44). It also means that
He has promised His creations not to do injustice to them (Younus, 10: 44). Further, it refers to His greeting

for believers in His Paradise, with the word of “Peace" (Al-A’hzab, 33: 44). 39

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-Salam” (the Peace), was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite
article (Al), directly after mentioning of the Name “Al-Quddoos” (the Holy), in the verse which mentions nine
of the Good Names of Allah. These are: Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the
Predominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they
associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).
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He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the
Predominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, and the Superior (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

The word “Al-Salam” (Peace) is also mentioned six more times in the Holy Quran, in reference to other
than Allah, praise to Him, showing different aspects of its meaning. Thus, it came to mean greeting people
(Al-Nissa, 4; 94), guidance by the Holy Quran (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 16), Paradise (Al-An’am, 6: 127; Younus, 10:
25), the blessing Allah made in ‘Eissa (Jesus), peace be upon him (Maryam, 19: 33), and the glad tiding of
contentment to the followers of God’s guidance, which they will have in their lower life and in the hereafter
(Ta-Ha, 20; 47).
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... and do not say to (the one) who gives you (a greeting of) peace: "You are not a believer" (Al-Nisa, 4:
94).

(A clear Book) By which Allah guides those who pursue His pleasure to the ways of peace, and brings
them out from the (degrees of) darkness into the light, by His permission, and guides them to a straight
path (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 16).

For them will be the House of Peace (Paradise) with their Lord. And He will be their protective friend
because of what they used to do (Al-An’am, 6: 127).

And Allah invites to the House of Peace and guides whom He wills to a straight path (Younus, 10: 25).

(‘Eissa, Jesus said) And peace be upon me the day | was born, and the day | die, and the day | am
resurrected alive (Maryam, 19: 33).

And peace will be upon (the one) who follows the guidance (Ta-Ha, 20: 33).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya Allah, Anta
As-Salam wa Minka As-Salam” (O Allah, You are the Peace, and from You comes the peace), and asking
Him to descend His peace on the caller, and others, in this life and the hereafter. This was how the Prophet,

pbbuh, used to do, in praising and exalting his Lord. 40
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Only Allah, praise to Him, is "Al-Salam" (The Peace). So, nobody should be called with this Name, except
Him. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul- Salam” (Worshipper of the Peace), in recognition of his
worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by struggling to be in internal peace
within the “self’ and in external peace with others. The internal peace develops when the two components
of the “self” reconcile towards solutions which reflect goodness and contentment. It also develops as the
“self” is in a continuous process of purification, which is attained by getting rid of negative feelings towards

. 41
innocent people.

The external peace with others is reached by a tendency of not harming them, by tongue or hand, and by
not transgressing on their blood and wealth, as we learn from the ‘Hadith. The Messenger of Allah, pbbuh,
also told us that good deeds help people enter Paradise, “the House of Peace.” These include greeting
people with “peace,” feeding the needy, keeping good relations with relatives, and standing in prayers at

night. 42

15. Al-Mu.min: The Believer in His Godhood, the Safeguard of Believers uﬁj-m

"Al-Mu.min" (pronounced with a glottal stop between the vowel u and the consonant m) is an adjectival
name, derived from the Arabic verb "aamana," which means to believe in and follow. It is also a derivative
of the verb "ammana," which means to safeguard, shield, and secure.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Mu.min" means that He, praise to Him, is "the Believer" in His Godhood, as
He stated in the Holy Quran, saying that there is no other god but Him. He witnessed (proclaimed) that
clearly, so did the angels and those of knowledge (Al-i Imran, 3: 18).
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Allah has witnessed that there is no deity except Him, and (so have done) the angels and those of
knowledge, (that He is) maintaining (His creations) in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise (Al-i Imran, 3: 18).

This Good Name of Allah, "Al-Mu.min" (the Believer" in His Godhood), was mentioned once in the Holy
Quran, with the definite article (Al), directly after mentioning of the Name “Al-Salam” (the Peace), in the
verse which mentions nine of the Good Names of Allah. These are: Allah, the King (Sovereign), the Holy,
the Peace, the Believer, the Predominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is
Allah above whatever they associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).
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He is Allah, there is no other god than He, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer in His
Godhood, the Predominant, the Rare in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above
whatever they associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

Al-Tabari mentioned that “Al-Mu.min” (The Believer), as one of the Good Names of Allah, means the One
Who has believed that He is the Truth (Al-i Imran, 3: 18). Ibn Katheer added that He guaranteed for people
that He does not do injustice to them, at all (Younus, 10: 44).
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Al-Qurtubi pointed to the Arabic verb “ammana,” from which the noun “mu.min” came, meaning “shielded,”
or “safe-guarded,” or “made safe.” Thus, Allah, praise to Him, is the One Who shields and safeguards
believers from doing injustice to them or from causing them to be frightened (Quraysh, 106: 3-4).

The verb “ammana” also means “secured” or “prepared” something for somebody. So, Allah, praise to Him,
has secured (prepared) Paradise for believers, as He promised them (Al-Nisa, 4: 122), and prepared the
Hellfire for disbelievers, as He warned them (Al-Tawba, 9: 68).
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Indeed, Allah does not do injustice to the people at all, but it is the people who do injustice to themselves
(Younus, 10: 44).

Let them worship the Lord of this House, (3) Who has fed them, (saving them) from hunger and made them
safe, (saving them) from fear (Quraysh, 106: 3-4).

But the ones who believe and do righteous deeds - We will admit them to gardens beneath which rivers
flow, wherein they will abide forever. (It is) the promise of Allah, (which is) truth, and who is more truthful
than Allah in statement (Al-Nisa, 4: 122).

Allah has promised the hypocrite men and hypocrite women and the disbelievers the fire of Hell, wherein
they will abide eternally. It is sufficient for them. And Allah has cursed them, and for them is an enduring
punishment (Al-Tawba, 9: 68).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it. Saying: "Allahumma,
Anta Al-Mu.min” (O Allah, You are the Believer) that there is no other God but You, and You are the
Safeguard of the Believers. Then, the caller asks Allah to accept his/her faith and good deeds, as well as
to be safeguarded from the evils of this lower life, and from the punishment in the hereafter.

Nobody should be called "Al-Mu.min" (the Believer in His Godhood, the Safeguard of the Believers), except
Allah, as only He, praise to Him, is the One Who is capable of safeguarding believers, and of caring for
them in this life and in the hereafter. However, a boy can be named “Abdul-Mu.min” (Worshipper of the
Believer, the Safeguard of Believers), in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Living up to the meanings of this Name means the belief in Allah and His Messenger, as well as avoiding
any harm to the believers, and caring about their safety.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah, by constantly proclaiming that there
is no other God except Allah, as He, His angels, and those of knowledge have proclaimed. They should
also be constantly protective of other believers, particularly safeguarding their blood and treasure, as the

Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said. 43
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16. Al-Muhaymin: The Predominant UA@‘

"Al-Muhaymin" ((The Predominant) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “haymana,” which means
to dominate, rule over, and conquer. As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is dominant
over all of His creations, including His Throne, Chair, heavens, Earth-like planets, as well as the angels,
jinn, and humans, living therein. In addition, He is the Judge over His creations, who will be held accountable
before Him, for their behaviors, in the hereafter (Ghafir, 40: 48). He watches over and knows their secret
and public deeds and words, which are recorded in a record that does not leave any behavior out, be it
small or big (Al-Kahf, 18: 49), and He is "predominant over His affair" (Yoosuf, 12: 21).

"Al-Muhaymin," as Good Name of Allah, was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article
(Al), directly after the Name “Al-Mu.min” (the Believer in His Godhood), together with eight other Good
Names of Allah, as mentioned before (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23) .
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He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer (in
His Godhood), the Predominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above
whatever they associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

The same word "muhaymin” (predominant) was also mentioned once, as an adjective, in verse 5: 48. It
came as a description of the Holy Quran, in its relationship with the preceding Scripture. Thus, just like
Allah, praise to Him, is dominant over all of His creations, His Last Message to humanity, the Holy Quran,
is dominant over the preceding Scriptures.
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And We have revealed to you, (O Muhammad), the Book in truth, confirming that which preceded it of the
Scripture and predominant over it. So, judge between them by what Allah has revealed and do not follow
their inclinations, away from what has come to you of the truth (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 48).

Al-Tabari provided several interpretations, from his predecessors, for the word "muhaymin” (predominant),
mentioned in verse 5: 48. He wrote that the Holy Quran confirmed the Books which came before it, provided
a testimony that these were from Allah, and it was a judge on the content of these Books, as stated by Ibn
‘Abbas.

Al-Qurtubi provided similar interpretations, but he was clearer in that the word "muhaymin” (predominant)
means “above and higher than them.” Ibn Katheer agreed with them, saying that the Holy Quran judges the
content of the Books preceding it. So, the content of these Books is considered to be true, as long as it is
in an agreement with the Holy Quran. However, any disagreement in these Books with the Holy Quran is a
falsehood.

The main reason for the Holy Quran dominance over the Books of Allah, which preceded it, is that Allah
has pledged in verse 15: 9 that He is going to preserve it, guarding it against any corruption. Thus, the Holy
Quran is different from the preceding Books of Allah, some of which were written hundreds of years after
the death of the Messenger, such as those of the Old Testament, particularly the Torah. Likewise, the Books
of the New Testament went through successive translations, which affected their content. ‘Eissa (Jesus),
peace to him, spoke Aramaic. However, his Disciples wrote the Books of the New Testament in Greek.

Then, these Books were translated to other old languages, and finally to various modern languages. 44
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Indeed, it is We who sent down the Quran, and indeed, We will be its preservers (guarding it against any
corruption) (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 9).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Allahumma, Ya
Muhaymin” (O Allah, You are the Predominant over all of Your creations). Protect us from the arrogance of
power, which may be exacted by the tyrants and oppressors of the world.

Only Allah, praise to Him, is "Al-Muhaymin" (The Predominant, the Watchful, Who rules) over all of His
creations, in this life and in the hereafter. So, nobody should be called as such, with or without the definite
article (Al), except Him. However, this Good Name of Allah can be included in a name given to boys, “Abdul-
Muhaymin” (Worshipper of the Predominant), in recognition for the worship of Allah, praise to Him.

Living up to the meanings of this Name means that those who assume positions of dominance over others,
should not oppress them. Instead, they should rule over them and between them according to the
commands of Allah, the Dominant, Lord of the Worlds.

17. Al-'Azeez: The Exalted in His Rare Might 2 j*!)

The apostrophe before the letter "A" in "Al-'Azeez" refers to a glottal sound, known as the fifteenth letter of
the Arabic alphabet, 'ayn.

"Al-'Azeez" (The Exalted in His Rare Might) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “azza,” which
means to become mighty, powerful, rare, high in rank and position, and free of any deficiencies. As a Good
Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him is the mighty, powerful, invincible, highest, higher in rank
and position than all of His creations, and He is free of any deficiencies. As a noun derived from the same
verb, Al-‘lzza, means power, glory, and dominance, as defined in dictionaries and understood from the
following verses:
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Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You take sovereignty
away from whom You will. You empower whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your
hand is (all) good. Indeed, You are Capable (of doing) everything (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 26).

Those who take disbelievers as allies instead of the believers. Do they seek with them power? But indeed,
(all) power (might) belongs to Allah entirely (Al-Nisa, 4: 139).

And to Allah belongs (all) power (might), and to His Messenger, and to the believers (Al-Munafiqoon, 63:
8).

Ibn Katheer agreed with Al-Tabari on that "Al-'Azeez" is the Mighty (Powerful), Who is capable of doing
anything He wants. Al-Qurtubi added that "Al-'Azeez" is the Victorious Who cannot be defeated, and nobody
is like Him. He is the Noble, Majestic, Empowering, and rare in His existence but He is capable of doing
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what He wants, unlike other rare things, which are helpless. Al-Ghazali expressed the same meaning by
defining “Al-‘Azeez” as the dangerous who is rare in existence, who is mostly needed, and who is
unreachable.

So, “Al-‘Azeez” is the Mighty, Who is the source of ultimate power, protection, perfection, and elevation.
Whoever is seeking these traits from anybody else other than Allah, he/she will go astray. However, those
who seek these traits from Allah, they are on His right path, as He is the source of all honorable power, as
mentioned in verse 35: 10.
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Whoever desires honorable power, then to Allah belongs all honorable power (Fatir, 35: 10).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 60 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), together
with one or more of the Good Names of Allah, which helps in its definition and clarification.

As such, it came together with “Al-‘Hakeem” (the Wise) 29 times, with “Al-Ra’heem” (the Merciful) 13
times, with “Al-‘Aleem” (the Knower) 6 times, with “Al-‘Hameed” (the Praised) 3 times, with “Al-Ghaffar”
(the Forgiving) 3 times, with “Al-Qawiy” (the Powerful) twice, with “Al-Wahhab” (the Bestower) once, and
“Al-Ghafoor” (the Perpetual Forgiving) once. In addition, it came twice in verses 23 and 24 of Surat Al-
‘Hashr (Chapter 53 of the Holy Quran), which include 18 of the Good Names of Allah. Thus, His exaltedness
in might, praise to Him, is related to His wisdom, mercy, knowledge, forgiveness, power, generosity, and
favors bestowed on His worshippers, which warrant their praise and thanks to Him, as pointed in the

following verses: 45
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(‘Eissa, Jesus said): If You should punish them, indeed they are Your worshippers, but if You forgive them,
indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 118).

The Day when no relative will provide anything (protection) to a relative, nor will they be helped - (41) Except
those (believers) on whom Allah has mercy. Indeed, He is the Exalted in Might, the Merciful. (42) (Al-
Dukhan, 44: 42).

And if you should ask them (those who took partners with Allah): "Who has created the heavens and the
Earth?" They would surely say: "They were created by the Exalted in Might, the Knowing" (Al-Zukhruf,
43:9).
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A, L, R (Alif, Lam, Ra), (This is) a Book which We have revealed to you, (O Muhammad), that you might
bring people (humankind) out of the darknesses (levels of darkness) into the light, with permission of their
Lord, to the path of the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy (Ibrahim, 14: 1).

(A believer who is a relative to Pharaoh said): You invite me to disbelieve in Allah and associate with Him
that of which | have no knowledge, and | invite you to the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving (Ghafir, 40: 42).

Or do they (the disbelievers) have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the Exalted in Might, the
Bestower? (Sad, 38; 9).

*kk

This good Name of Allah was also mentioned 20 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al),
“Azeez,” together with another Good Name of His, which helps in its definition and clarification. It came
with “Hakeem” (Wise) 8 times, with “Qawiy” (Powerful) 5 times, with “Dthu Intigam” (Vengeful) 5 times,
with “Ghafoor” (Forgiving) once, and with “Muqtadir” (Competent) once. Thus, the exaltedness in might
of Allah is related to His wisdom, power, ability to exact vengeance, capabilities, and forgiveness, as pointed
in the following verses:
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Rather, Allah raised him (‘Eissa, Jesus) to Himself. And ever is Allah Exalted in Might, Wise (Al-Nisa, 4:
158).

Allah has written, "I will surely overcome, | and My messengers." Indeed, Allah is Powerful, Exalted in
Might (Al-Mujadila, 58: 21).

They (Pharaoh and his inner circle) denied Our signs, all of them. So, We seized them with a seizure of
one Exalted in Might, Capable (Al-Qamar, 54: 42).

And among people, and moving creatures, and livestock are in various colors. From among His
worshippers, the ones with knowledge fear Allah (most). Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might, Forgiving
(Fatir, 35: 28).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma Anta
Al-‘Aziz” (O Allah, You are the Rare in Your Honorable Might): Empower us to stay on Your right path in
this life, to be rewarded with Your ultimate prize, life in Your Paradise forever, in the hereafter.

Only Allah, praise to Him, is "Al-‘Azeez" (The Rare in Might), Who is dominant, more powerful, and more
capable than all of His creations. So, nobody should be called as such, with the definite article (Al), or
without it, except Him. However, this Good Name of Allah can be included in a name given to boys: “Abdul-
‘Azeez” (Worshipper of the Rare in Might), in recognition of their worship to their Creator.
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Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by using the power, capability, and
dominance, they are enabled to possess during their lower life on Earth, in a way that pleases Allah, “Al-
‘Azeez,” the Source and Bestower of any rare and honorable might.

18. Al-Jabbar: The Compeller 51-\43\

"Al-Jabbar" is an adjectival name, derived from the Arabic verb “jabara,” which means to “compel” broken
bones to be straightened up and healed. It also means to “compel”’ (force) somebody to do something. In
algebra, it means to substitute a number with a letter or a symbol.

Thus, "Al-Jabbar" means "The Compeller,” who compels (forces) parts of His dominion to follow His rules.
He is also the straightener (the reformer) of His creations, through His Messages, which He sent to
humanity, and the punisher of the tyrants and the disobedient among them in the hereafter.

This Name, “Al-Jabbar” (the Compeller), was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article
(Al), together with eight other Good Names of Allah, in verse 23 of Surat Al-‘Hashr (59), as mentioned
before.
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He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the
Dominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they
associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

The word “jabbar,” in its singular and plural forms, is mentioned 9 times in the Holy Quran, without the
definite article (Al), to mean strong, compeller, or tyrant. It was a description of ancient Palestinians (in Ma-
ida, 5: 22), of Aad, the people of Hood, pbuh, who followed their obstinate tyrant leaders (in Hood, 11: 59),
of obstinate tyrants in general (in Ibrahim, 14: 15), Prophet Ya’hya (John the Baptist), pbuh, who was not a
disobedient tyrant (in Maryam, 19: 14), the Messiah, Jesus, pbuh, who was not a wretched tyrant (in
Maryam, 19: 32), Aad, the people of Hood, pbuh, who used to kill people without the right to do so (in Al-
Shu’ara, 26: 130), a reminder by an Egyptian man to Moussa (Moses), pbuh, to be a reformer, not a
corruptor on the land (in Al-Qasas, 28: 19), the one who disputed signs of Allah is an arrogant tyrant (in
Ghafir, 40: 35), and a reminder from Allah, praise to Him, to His Messenger, pbbuh, that his job is to teach
people with the Holy Quran, not to compel (force) them to believe, as they have the choice, then they will
be held accountable to their choices in the hereafter (in Qaf, 50: 45).

Rather, “Al-dabbar” (the Compeller) is Allah alone, Who “compels everyone but nobody compels Him,” as
Al-Ghazali put it. He is capable of forcing all of His creations to stand before Him for reckoning, on the Last
Day, including His Messengers, like ‘Eissa (Jesus) and the closest angels, as we read in verse 4: 172.
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The Messiah does not disdain to be a worshipper of Allah, nor do the closest angels (to Allah). Whoever
disdains His worship and is too arrogant (to worship Allah), He will gather all of them to Him (Al-Nissa, 4:
172).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: "Allahumma, Ya Jabbar”
(O, Allah, You are the Compeller), You are the Exacter of Revenge on the tyrants and the oppressors, on
the Day of Reckoning. Shield us of their evils and plots and guide us to Your right path.



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 51

Only Allah, praise to Him, is "Al-Jabbar" (The Compeller). So, nobody other than Him should be called as
such, with the definite article (Al). No Muslim should also be named as “Jabbar,” without the definite article
(Al), because it is a description of the obstinate, disobedient, and tyrants. However, a boy can be named:
“Abdul-Jabbar” (Worshipper of the Compeller), in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by not becoming obstinate,
disobedient, or tyrants, oppressing people. Instead, they should be kind and merciful, not only towards
family members and relatives, but also towards people in general. In all what they say and do, believers
should struggle to please Allah, “Al-Jabbar” (the Compeller), Who will compel His creations to stand for
reckoning before Him, on the Day when He will be the only Compeller.

19. Al-Mutakabbir: The Superior 3—'5335‘

"Al-Mutakabbir" (The Superior) is an adjectival name, derived from the Arabic verb “kabura, which means
to become greater and higher. Thus, when applying it to Allah, praise to Him, it means He is “the Superior,”
Who is Greater and Higher in position and capabilities than His creations, no matter how great or high they
become. So, He deserves to be worshipped by them, with praise and thanks, due to their creation and the
countless favors He bestows on them.

In his interpretation of the meaning of this Good Name of Allah, Al-Tabari and Ibn Katheer mentioned that
"Al-Mutakabbir" is the One Who is greater than everything. Al-Qurtubi elaborated saying that He is the
Great, the High, Who became Greater by His Lordship (as a God). So, nothing is like Him. He is also the
Elevated above all bad qualities (which people may have).

This Name, "Al-Mutakabbir," was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), together
with eight other Good Names of Allah, in verse 23 of Surat Al-‘Hashr (23), as mentioned before.

O e A AL il 5aD 5l Gaigdll Ga3all aSd G sidl 1l 53 YAl Y o b b
(23 :59 ¢ Haall)

He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the King (Sovereign), the Holy, the Peace, the Believer, the
Dominant, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they
associate with Him (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 23).

The word "Mutakabbir," was mentioned in the Holy Quran, as a singular and an indefinite adjective, in
reference to people. It refers to “an arrogant person,” who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning
(Ghafir, 40: 27), and the one who disputes the signs of Allah without knowledge about them (Ghafir, 40:
35). The word "Al-Mutakabbireen," was mentioned in the Holy Quran, as a plural, definite adjective, to
refer to the “arrogant persons,” who disbelieve in Allah (Ghafir, 40: 72), who do injustice to themselves
(Al-Na’hl, 16: 29), who disbelieve in the signs of Allah (Al-Zumar, 39: 60), and who disbelieve in His
Messengers (Al-Zumar, 39: 72). Such categories of people will be punished in the hereafter, for their
arrogance during their lower life. The Prophet, pbbuh, also told us that such arrogant categories of people

will not enter Paradise. 46

As a conclusion, Allah, praise to Him is “The Superior’ (Al-Mutakabbir) because He is Greater and Higher
than anything and anyone, due to being the Creator and the Lord of His dominion, as well as the Beneficent,
who benefits all of His creations.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Allahumma, Ya
Mutakabbir” (O, Allah, You are the Superior)! You are greater and higher than any of Your Creations, in
status, rank, and capability. | praise and thank You for Your countless favors, particularly enabling me to
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be humble before You and with your believing worshippers. | ask you to shield me from the ill intentions of
the arrogant ones in this life.

Nobody should be named as "Al-Mutakabbir," with the definite article (Al), out of respect to the Superiority
of Allah, praise to him, over all of His creations. Likewise, nobody should be named as “Mutakabbir,” without
the definite article (Al), because it is a description of the arrogant disbelievers, who will be punished in the
hereafter for their arrogance. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Mutakabbir” (Worshipper of the
Superior), in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by not being arrogant, despising people
and boasting that they are better than them in body features, genealogy, or wealth. They should not do that
because we are all God’s creations, descendants of Adam (homo sapiens sapiens), and our possession of
wealth is for a very short time, which ends after death. Instead, a believer needs to be a humble person,
realizing and acknowledging that the only One Who is truly “Mutakabbir” (Superior) is Allah, for who He is,
as the God of His creations, praise to Him.

20. Al-Khaliq: The Creator :35143‘

This Good Name of Allah contains two sounds, which have no equivalence in the English alphabet. The
underlined letters "kh" refer to the seventh letter of the Arabic alphabet. The letter "q" is the closest
translation of the twentieth letter of the Arabic alphabet.

"Al-Khalig" (The Creator) is an adjectival name, derived from the Arabic verb “khalaga,” which means to
bring something out, from non-existence to existence. This meaning does not apply to anybody else except
Allah, praise to Him, Who creates something out of nothing (Al-Tour, 52: 35), Who is the Creator of
everything (Al-An’am, 6: 102), including the creation of the heavens and the Earth (52: 36).
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Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators (of themselves)? (Al-Tour, 52: 35).

That is Allah, your Lord; there is no deity except Him, the Creator of everything, so worship Him. And He
is a Patron of everything (Al-An’am, 6: 102).

Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Rather, they are not certain (Al-Toor, 52: 36).

In his interpretation of verse 59: 24 and other verses about creation, which mention determination (Al-
Furqan, 25: 2), decreeing (Al-Bagara, 2: 117), the will and the being (Ya-Seen, 36: 82), Al-Tabari mentioned
that “the Creator” is the only deity Who is worthy of worship.
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(He) has created each thing by determining it with (precise and measured) determination (Al-Furgan, 25:
2).

Originator of the heavens and the Earth. When He decrees a matter, He says to it, "Be,"” and it is (Al-
Baqara, 2: 117).

Is (it) not, (that He) Who created the heavens and the Earth able to create the likes of them? Yes, (it is so),
and He is the Constant Creator, the Knowing. (81) His command is only when He wants a thing that He
says to it, "Be," and it is. (82) (Ya-Seen, 38: 81-82).

Al-Qurtubi said that the Creator is the determinator. He was followed by Ibn Katheer, who said that creation
is determination. They both agreed with Al-Tabari on that creation passes through three stages, starting
with the determination, followed by decreeing (with the word “Be”), and existence (it is).

Al-Tabari interpreted the verb “gadha,” in verse 117 of Surat Al-Bagara (Chapter 2) of the Holy Quran, to
mean “decreed” (or ruled), and the verb “kun” (be), as an imperative, commanding a non-existent thing to
exist. This means that Allah, praise to Him, is knowledgeable of every existent thing before its existence.
In other words, He commands things to come out from the state of non-existence to the state of existence,
as a result of His knowledge of it in its state of non-existence.

Al-Qurtubi interpreted the verb “gadha,” to mean “created,” in verse 41: 12, which states: “And He decreed
them as seven heavens within two days and inspired in each heaven its command” (Fussilat, 41: 12). This
means that He “created” them in two days.

As Such, “Al-Khaliq” is one of the five Good Names of Allah, which are related to the concept of creation,
as in the example of creating the heavens and the Earth. Thus, Allah, praise to Him, is Al-Khaliq (the
Creator), Who decided to create them and He determined their characteristics. He is Al-Fatir (the Frist
Creator), Who was the First to begin inventing them. He is Al-Bari’ (the Maker, the Inventor), Who carried
out His decision, by bringing them out to existence. He is Al-Badee’u (the Originator), Who did that without
following a previous example. He is Al-Musawwir (the Fashioner, the Shaper), Who fashioned them in a
way which enables them to perform the functions, they were created to perform.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Khaligq” (The Creator) was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the
definite article (Al), in verse 59: 24, together with two other Good Names of His, which are related to the

act of creation. These are “Al-Bari’” (the Inventor) and “Al-Musawwir” (the Fashioner).
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the best names. Whatever is in the
heavens and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 24).

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned four times in the Holy Quran, as “Khaliq” (Creator), without
the definite article (Al). It came in the context of mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, is “Creator of
everything and He is a Patron of everything (Al-An’am, 6: 102; Al-Zumar, 39: 62). He “is Creator of
everything, and He is the One, the Ultimate Subduer” (Al-Ra’d, 13: 16). He is “Creator of everything. There
is no deity except Him” (Ghafir, 40: 62).
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Furthermore, this Good Name of Allah was mentioned within the context of two rhetorical questions,
which Allah, praise to Him, posed to people. In the first one, He says: “Have you seen the semen which
you emit? (58) Is it you who creates it, or are We the Creators?” (59) (Al-Wagqi’a, 56: 58-59). In the second
rhetorical question, He says: “O People (humankind), remember the favor of Allah upon you. Is there any
creator other than Allah who provides for you from the heaven and earth? There is no deity except Him.
So, how are you deluded?” (Fatir, 35: 3).

In addition, the Name “Khaliq” came twice as a verbal name, in reference to the act of creating human
beings. The first was when Allah, praise to Him, said: “And (mention, O Mu’hammed), when your Lord said
to the angels: "l am creating (going to create) a human being out of clay, from an altered black mud” (Al-
‘Hijr, 15: 28). The second was when He said: “(So, mention) when your Lord said to the angels: "Indeed, |
am creating (going to create) a human being from clay” (Sad, 38: 71).

It is noteworthy that there are six other Good Names of Allah, which will be addressed directly after this
Name “Al-Khaliq” (the Creator). Two of these Names share the same root verb with it. These are “Al-
Khallag” (the Creative and Constant Creator) and “A’hsan Al-Khaligeen” (the Best of Creators). The other
four Names are also related to it, in expressing different stages of creation. These are “Al-Bari” (the Maker),
“Al-Fatir’ (the First Creator), “Al-Badee” (the Originator), and “Al-Musawwir” (the Fashioner).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him with it, saying: "Allahumma, Ya
Khalig” (O, Allah, You are the Creator of everything). We praise and thank You for creating us and for giving
us life. We ask You to make these two favors as blessings for us, by guiding us to your right path of worship
and good deeds in this life, so we can gain Your contentment and Your Paradise, in the hereafter.

No person, whether it is an angel, a jinni, or a human being, should be named as “Al-Khaliq” (the Creator),
as only Allah, praise to Him, is the only One Who brings out non-existent things to existence, like He did to
the heavens, the Earth, and those who exist in and between them. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul-Khalig” (Worshipper of the Creator), which is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability
of Allah and a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being certain that Allah alone is the
Great Creator, Who brings His creations out of hon-existence to existence, if He wills. Other creators, from
among His creations, bring their created things out of other things which He created before. It follows that
His creations should believe in Him, worship Him, take no partners with Him, and return to Him. They should
also be compassionate and merciful towards His creations and should not be arrogant towards them.

21. Al-Khallag: The Creative and Constant Creator  (3>.)

“Al-Khallag” (The Creative and Constant Creator) is an adjectival name and an amplified form of the Name
“Al-Khalig.” It shares the same root verb “khalaqa,” with it, as discussed above in that Name.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran with the definite article (Al), together
with the Name “Al-‘Aleem, the Knowing” (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 86), Who knows what was, concerning His creations,
what is happening to them, and what their future will be. When He wants a thing to happen, He just says to
it: "Be," and it is (82) (Ya-Seen, 36: 81-82).
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Indeed, your Lord is the Creative Creator, the Knowing (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 86).
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Is not He who created the heavens and the Earth able to create the likes of them? Yes, ([it is so0), and He
is the Creative Creator, the Knowing. (81) His command is only when He wants a thing that He says to it:
"Be," and it is (82) (Ya-Seen, 36: 81-82).

Linguistically, “Al-Khallag” means the creative and the inventor. Al-Tabari mentioned that it means the One
Who creates whatever He wills and the doer of whatever He wants.

Al-Qurtubi said that it is an intensive (magnifying) form of “Al-Khalig” (the Creator), as He creates one
creation after another. It also means that He is the determiner of creation, the One Who does creation.

Ibn Katheer pointed to the same meaning, saying that “Al-Khallaq” is a reference to God’s capability to
recreate His creation. He is also capable of starting the Hour (the first event of the Last Day). He can create
whatever He wills.

Thus, “Al-Khallaq” is a trait of Allah, praise to Him, which refers to His constant (continuous) ability to create
new creations and recreate past creations, like the heavens and the Earth as well as those who lived in and
on them, whenever and wherever He wants.

And you see the mountains, thinking them rigid, while they will pass as the passing of clouds. (It is) the
work of Allah, who perfected everything (He made). Indeed, He is Acquainted with that which you do
(Al-Najm, 27: 88).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya Khallag” (O,
You the Creative and Constant Creator), asking Him for anything good to happen to the caller and others
close to him/her.

No person, whether it is an angel, a jinni, or a human being, can be named “Al-Khallag”, as only Allah,
praise to Him, is the only One Who is capable of constant and creative creation, bringing out non-existent
things to existence, like He did to the heavens, the Earth, and those who exist in and between them.

However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Khallaq” (Worshipper of the Creative and Constant Creator),
which is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah and a recognition of worshipping
Him, as He is the divine Lord over all of His creations.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being certain that Allah, praise to
Him, alone is the Creative and Constant Creator. They should be certain that He is capable of starting the
Hour, the beginning of the Last Day, which includes the reckoning, then reward or punishment. It follows
that believers should prepare themselves to be among the winners of that Day, by worshipping their
Creator, obeying Him, and attempting to be close to Him through volunteering acts of worship and good
deeds.

22. A'hsan Al-Khaligeen (pronounced as A'hsanul Khaligeen): The Best of Creators
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"A'hsan Al-Khaligeen" (The Best of Creators) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “A’hsan,” which is a comparative adjective, derived from the verb “a’hsana,” meaning to do or
make something better. The second word, “Al-Khaligeen” (creators) is an adjectival name, derived from the

same root verb “khalaga,” from which the Name "Al-Khaliq," listed above, was also derived.

Thus, as a compound Good Name of Allah, "A'hsan Al-Khaligeen" means that He, praise to Him, is the
Best of Creators. This means that He alone is Capable of bringing something out of non-existence to
existence, while other creators may create something out of existing things. He is better than anybody else
in the creation of what He creates.



56 Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran. It came once in the context
of mentioning the creation of humans in the womb, in successive stages, from a zygote to a clinging clot,
to a lump (of flesh), and to bones, then covering bones with flesh. “So blessed is Allah, the Best of Creators”
(Al-Muminoon, 23: 14). This is an accurate description of the fetus development in the womb, which we
only discovered recently, after having the tiny cameras that can show us that development, deep in the
womb.

This Name also came in the context of mentioning Prophet Elyas (Elijah, llyas), who was preaching to his
people to worship Allah, “the Best of Creators,” instead of worshipping Ba’l (Al-Saffat, 37: 123-125), who
could not benefit them or shield them from any harm.
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Then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, and We made the clot into a lump (of flesh), and We
made (from) the lump, bones, and We covered the bones with flesh. Then, We developed him into another
creation. So blessed is Allah, the Best of Creators (Al-Muminoon, 23: 14).

And indeed, Elyas was from among the Messengers, (123) When he said to his people, "Will you not avoid
(God’s punishment)? (124) Do you call upon Ba'l and leave the Best of Creators - (125) (Al-Saffat, 37:
123-125).

In his interpretation of verse 23: 14, Al-Tabari mentioned Mujahid’s explanation that Arabs used to describe
makers as creators. So, people make things and Allah makes things, but Allah is the best of the makers, in
the way He determines, measures, and executes that which He wants to create.

An example of applying the concept of creation to people is how a carpenter makes a piece of furniture. He
may measure the wood, estimating the needed lengths and widths, then He cuts the wood. He may also
cut the wood first, as he wishes, then he may modify it as he wishes.

Further, Allah, praise to Him, is the Best of Creators, in comparison with His worshipper, ‘Eissa (Jesus),
pbuh, who used to design from clay that which is like the form of a bird, then he would breathe into it, and
it becomes a bird “by permission of Allah” (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 49).

Moreover, in his interpretation of verse 37: 125, Al-Tabari mentioned the story of Prophet Elyas, who
advised the Israelites to worship Allah, the Best of Creators, instead of statue of the fake deity, Ba'l, who
was neither capable to harm them nor benefit them.

Al-Qurtubi added to that which was mentioned by Al-Tabari, saying that "A'hsanul Khaligeen" (The Best of
Creators) is different from other makers, including ‘Eissa (Jesus), pbuh, in that He makes (creates) a thing
out of nothing (He brings out a thing from non-existence to existence, while they only make things out of
existent things). This Good Name also means that Allah, praise to Him, is the best in perfecting what He
makes (creates), as mentioned in verse 27: 88.
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And you see the mountains, thinking them rigid, while they will pass as the passing of clouds. [t is] the work
of Allah, who perfected all things. Indeed, He is Acquainted with that which you do (Al-Najm, 27: 88).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: "Ya A'hsanul
Khaligeen" (O, You, the Best of Creators), | am asking You to give me the best of this life and the best of
the hereafter.

No person, whether it is an angel, a jinni, or a human being, can be named as "A'hsan Al-Khaligeen," as
only Allah, praise to Him, is the only One Who is the Best Creator, for being capable of bringing out non-
existent things to existence, like He did to the heavens, the Earth, and those who exist in and between
them. However, a boy can be named “Abdul-Khaliq” (worshipper of the Creator), which is an appreciation
for this great and exclusive capability of Allah and a recognition of His worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being certain that only He, praise
to Him, is the Best of Creators, as He created them and imaged them in the best of images (Al-Taghabun,
64: 3). Thus, He is worthy of their worship, obedience, and gratitude. Believers should also make the work
they do as best, most beneficial, and most beautiful, as they can.

23. Al-Bari": The Maker, The Inventor, The Curer isgl-}l\
Note: The apostrophe placed after the letter "i" (in this Name), refers to a glottal stop.

“Al-Bari'u” is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “bara-a,” which generally means to make or do
something. With reference to Allah, praise to Him, it means that He is the One Who does something and
brings it out to existence, after creating it, that is after deciding it and determining its qualities, as mentioned
by Ibn Katheer.

This Good Name of Allah, "Al-Bari'u" (the Maker, the Inventor) was mentioned once in the Holy Quran,
with the definite article (Al), together with three other Good Names of His, in a clear sequence. Allah, praise
to Him, is “Al-Khalig” (the Creator), Who decides to bring a non-existent thing to existence, and determines
its qualities. He is “Al-Bari’'u” (the Maker, the Inventor), Who makes new creations, after deciding and
determining them. He is also “Al-Musawwir” (the Fashioner), Who fashions His creations as He wills, and
in a way that enables them to perform the functions they were created for (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 24).
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner; to Him belong the best names. Whatever is in the
heavens and earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 24).

This Good Name of Allah, "Al-Bari'u”" (the Maker, the Inventor) was also mentioned twice in one verse, in
the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). That was in the context of mentioning the address of Moosa
(Moses), peace be upon him, to his people, who took the calf as a partner with Allah, during his absence.
He told them to repent to their “Bari’”” (Maker), and to kill themselves, so Allah may accept their repentance
(Al-Baqara, 2: 54).
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And (recall) when Moussa (Moses) said to his people, "O my people, indeed you have done injustice to
yourselves by your taking of the calf (for worship). So, repent to your Maker and kill yourselves. That is
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better for you with (in the sight of) your Maker." Then, He accepted your repentance. Indeed, He is the
Accepting of repentance, the Merciful (Al-Bagara, 2: 54).

In his interpretation of verse 59: 24 of the Holy Quran, Al-Tabari mentioned that “Al-Bari'u” (the Maker, the
Inventor) is the One Who brought His creations to existence, with His own capability. Ibn Katheer added
that He is the One Who implemented and brought to existence that which He determined and decided. He
is alone in doing so, because “not everyone who determines a thing is capable of implementing his/her
determination and bringing it into existence.

Al-Qurtubi provided a more elaborate explanation, particularly in his book, “Al-Asna,” saying that “Al-Bari'u”
is the Maker and the Inventor. Nobody, other than Allah, should be named or described as such. So, while
Allah is the Maker and the Inventor, His creations are the made and invented.

Moreover, Al-Qurtubi differentiated between the meanings of the four related Good Names of Allah: Al-
Bari'u (the Maker), Al-Khaliq (the Creator), Al-Badee’u (the Originator), and Al-Musawwir (the Fashioner).

He pointed that while “Al-Khalig” (the Creator) decides and determines the creations of things, “Al-Bari'u”
(the Maker) carries out that decision, by bringing things into existence. “Al-Musawwir” (the Fashioner) refers
to fashioning things after their existence.

Finally, Al-Bari'u (The Maker) is the One Who originated the creation of water, dirt, fire, and air out of
nothing. Then, He created other creations out of them. Thus, “Al-Bari'u” (the Maker) is also “Al-Badee’u”
(the Originator). However, it is different from “Al-Badee’u” (the Originator) in that Allah was knowledgeable
of that which He originated before originating it.

Another meaning of Al-Bari'u is the Healer. Believers call on Allah with this Name when they ask Him to
heal them. This meaning is derived from the meaning of the Arabic verbs, which refer to the act of healing
performed by ‘Eissa (Jesus), pbuh, as mentioned in verses 3: 49 and 5: 110.
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... I cure the blind and the leper (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 49).

... and you cured the blind and the leper with My permission (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 110).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma,
Anta Al-Khaliq, Al-Bari'u, Al-Musawwir” (O Allah, You are the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner, and the
Healer). | am asking for the best in this life and the best in the hereafter. | am also asking You to heal me
from the sickness which | have, as You are the true Healer, and the Most Merciful.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Bari'u,” or “Bari’u,” with the definite article (Al), or without it, as only Allah,
praise to Him, is the only One Who is the Maker, the Inventor, and the true Healer of His creations. However,
a boy can be named as “Abdul-Bari’,” (Worshipper of the Maker, the Inventor, the Healer), which is an
appreciation for these great and exclusive capabilities of Allah and a recognition of his worship to his

Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by making use of what is available to
them, for their own benefit, for achieving their goals, and for satisfying their needs, within the realm of

SN

obedience to “Al-Bari’u” (the Maker), and while attempting to be close to Him.
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24. Badee’u Al-Samawati wal Ardh: Originator of the heavens and the Earth U"J\J‘J &:":Bw‘ &.‘4-'

“Badee’u Al-Samawati wal Ardh” (Originator of the Heavens and the Earth) is an adjectival compound Good
Name of Allah, which is composed of three words. The first word is “Badee’u,” which is an adjectival name,
derived from the verb “bada-‘a,” meaning to make something happen, bring it out to existence, and to invent
it, in a new way which has not happened before. The other two words “Al-Samawat wa Al-Ardh” mean “the
heavens and the Earth,” respectively.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Badee’u Al-Samawati wal Ardh” is the Originator of the heavens and the Earth,
Who was not preceded in bringing them out into existence by anyone else. He originated them in an
unprecedented beauty, accuracy, and functionality. Exalted He is, as the Originator, and as the Best of
Creators.

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, in the context of mentioning
the creation of the heavens and the Earth, with a command from Allah, the Originator, for them to be, and
they were (Al-Bagara, 2: 117). He is alone in the creation of everything, including the heavens and the
Earth. He has no wife, and consequently He has no son (Al-An’am, 6: 101). Exalted He is, above their
falsehoods.
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(He is) Originator of the heavens and the Earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it, "Be," and
it is (Al-Bagara, 2: 117).

(He is) Originator of the heavens and the Earth. How could He have a son when He does not have a
companion and He created everything? And He is, of all things, Knowing (Al-An’am, 6: 101).

Al-Qurtubi agreed with Al-Tabari on that "Al-Badee’u" of the heavens and the Earth is the One Who
originated them, which means the One Who invented them and brought them into existence. Ibn Katheer
supported this interpretation, saying that "Al-Badee’u" is the Creator of the heavens and the Earth, in a form
that did not exist before, which means that He is the Originator of that which He creates, and nobody did
that before Him.

Al-Qurtubi elaborated on the meaning of "Al-Badee’u," mentioning that this Name is a derivative of the
Arabic verb “bada-a,” which means to originate things. So, "Al-Badee’u" is the One Who originated things
in the sense that He was the first in bringing them out to existence. He is also the One Who creates things
as He wills, anew, amazing, and without resemblance to any existent thing before. This meaning is derived
a verse in the Holy Quran, which states that Prophet Muhammed, pbbuh, was not the first Messenger of
Allah: “Say, "I am not something original (the first) among the messengers” (Al-A’hqgaf, 46: 9).

Thus, "Al-Badee’u," is the Originator of the heavens and the Earth. Nobody preceded Him in doing so. He
originated them in an amazing beauty, perfection, and functionality. Exalted is Allah, the Best of Creators.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma,
Anta Al-Badee’u” (O Allah, You are the Originator of the heavens and the Earth). | am asking You for Your
support for the effort which | intend to start, so it can be as best as | can do.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Badee’,” with the definite article (Al), or without it, as only Allah, praise to
Him, is the Originator of the heavens, the Earth, and what is in and between them. However, a boy can be
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named as “Abdul-Badee” (Worshipper of the Originator of the Heavens and the Earth), which is an
appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah, and a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to be “originators,”
in what they do, which is an encouragement for them to be inventors, leading to more benefits for them,
other people, and the environment they live in.

25. Fatir Al-Samawat wa Al-Ardh (pronounced as fatirus samawati wal ardh):
First Creator of the Heavens and the Earth u‘J\J‘J uULu.J\ Jhu

“Fatir Al-Samawat wa Al-Ardh (First Creator of the Heavens and the Earth) is an adjectival compound Good
Name of Allah, which is composed of three words. The first is “Fatir,” which is an adjectival name derived
from the verb “fatara,” meaning to begin or invent something. The other two words “Al-Samawat wa Al-
Ardh” mean “the heavens and the Earth,” respectively. This meaning of the first word was mentioned by Al-

Qurtubi, based on an explanation by Ibn ‘Abbas, mAbpwh. 47

As mentioned before, “Al-Fatir” is one of the five Good Names of Allah, which are related to the concept
of creation, as in the example of creating the heavens and the Earth. As such, Allah, praise to Him, is Al-
Khaliq (the Creator), Who decided to create them and He determined their characteristics. He is Al-Fatir
(the Frist Creator), Who was the First to begin inventing them. He is Al-Bari’ (the Maker, the Inventor), Who
carried out His decision, by bringing them out to existence. He is Al-Badee’u (the Originator), Who did that
without following a previous example. He is Al-Musawwir (the Fashioner, the Shaper), Who fashioned
them in a way which enables them to perform the functions, they were created to perform.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned six times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It
came in all of them meaning “the First Creator” of the heavens and the Earth. He feeds His creations, but
not fed by them (Al-An’am, 6: 14). He is the General Caretaker of believers in this lower life and in the
hereafter (Yoosuf, 12, 101). He invites His creations to believe in Him, to forgive their sins (Ibraheem, 14:
10). He is “Making the angels (as) messengers, with two, or three, or four wings. He increases in the
creation what He will” (Fatir, 35: 1). He is “the Knower of the unknown and the known” (Al-Zumar, 39: 46),
and He is the “First Creator of the heavens and the Earth. He has made for you from yourselves, mates,
and among the cattle, mates. He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
Hearing, the Seeing” (Al-Shoora, 42: 11).
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Say, "Is it other than Allah | should take as a Caretaker? (He is the) First Creator of the heavens and
the Earth, (while) He (is the One) who feeds but is not fed?" (Al-An’am, 6: 14).

My Lord, You have given me some sovereignty and taught me of the interpretation of dreams. (You are
the) First Creator of the heavens and the Earth. You are my Caretaker in this life and in the Hereafter"
(Yoosuf, 12: 101).

Their messengers said: "Can there be doubt about Allah, (the) First Creator of the heavens and the
Earth? He invites you that He may forgive you of your sins, and He delays your death (and reckoning) for
a specified term" (Ibraheem, 14: 10).

(All) praise (is due) to Allah, First Creator of the heavens and the Earth, (who) made the angels
messengers having wings, two or three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Indeed, Allah is
over everything Capable (Fatir, 35: 1).

Say, "O Allah, (You are the) First Creator of the heavens and the Earth, Knower of the Unknown and
the Known, You will judge between your worshippers concerning that over which they used to differ" (Al-
Zumar, 39: 46).

(He is the) First Creator of the heavens and the Earth. He has made for you from yourselves, mates,
and among the cattle, mates; He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
Hearing, the Seeing (Al-Shoora, 42: 11).

The Arabic verb “fatara” (from which the Name “Fatir" is derived) mentioned in the past tense 8 times in
the Holy Quran. It was mentioned twice in reference to Allah, praise to Him, Who “fatara” (was the First to
begin inventing) the heavens and the Earth (Al-An’am, 6: 79; Al-Anbiya, 21: 56), Who “fatara” the Prophet,
pbbuh (Hood, 11: 510), human beings in their lower life (Al-Isra, 17: 51; Al-Room, 30:30)), the Egyptian
magicians (Ta-Ha, 20: 72), the believer man who urged his people to follow the Messengers of Allah (Ya-
Seen, 36: 20-22), and Ibrahim, peace be upon him (Al-Zukhruf, 43: 27).

The root verb “fatara” (to begin inventing, creating) also came twice in the present tense, once in the future
tense, and once as an adjective, in reference to heavens “rupturing” or “cracking” or “breaking apart,” as
follows:

The heavens “rupture” or “crack” for hearing the blasphemous claim that Allah, praise to Him, has a son
(in Maryam, 19: 90). The heavens are about to rupture or crack when people take somebody else other
than Allah as their patron or guardian (Al-Shoora, 42: 5). On the Last Day, the heaven “will rupture or break

apart” (Al-Infitar, 82: 1). The heaven is cracked or broken apart on the Last Day (Al-Muzzamil, 73: 18). 48

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma ya
Fatir es-samawati wal ardh” (O Allah, You are the One Who began the creation of the heavens and the
Earth). Exalted You are, | am asking You guidance to Your straight path. Give me and my family the best
in this life and the best in the hereafter and protect us from the torment of the Fire.

Nobody should be named as “Al-Fatir,” or “Fatir,” with the definite article (Al), or without it, as only Allah,
praise to Him, is the First Creator of the heavens and the Earth and what is in and between them. However,
a boy can be named as “Abdul-Fatir” (Worshipper of the First Creator of the Heavens and the Earth), which
is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah and a recognition of his worship to his
creator.
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Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their jobs and what is
expected from them as soon as possible, without delay or postponement. This also includes acting on any
good ideas that they may have, which are expected to bring benefits to them and their societies, as long
as these are within the folds of the commands of Allah, asking Him His assistance and His support.

26. Al-Musawwir: The Fashioner, The Shaper 33*433‘

"Al-Musawwir" (the Fashioner, the Shaper) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “sawwara,” which
means to draw out, fashion, or shape something in a specific design.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Musawwir" was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article
(Al). It came with two other Good Names of Allah, in relation to creation, and in a clear sequence. As such,
Allah, praise to Him, is “Al-Khaliq” (the Creator), Who decides to bring something out from non-existence
to existence and determines its characteristics. He is “Al-Bari” (the Maker), Who does (carries out) what
He decides and determines, and He is “Al-Musawwir” (the Fashioner, the Shaper), Who fashions His
creations as He wills, to suit the functions He created them for (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 24).
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner; to Him belong the Good Names. Whatever is in the
heavens and the Earth is exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 24).

In his interpretation of verse 24 of Soorat Al-‘Hashr (Chapter 59) of the Holy Quran, Al-Tabari mentioned
that "Al-Musawwir" is the One Who creates His creations as He wills. Al-Qurtubi defined "Al-Musawwir" as
the One Who plans the fashions of the images He creates and assembles them in different shapes. Ibn
Katheer agreed with him and explained the three Names of Al-Khalig, Al-Bari’, and Al-Musawwir, together,
mentioning that He is the One Who, if He wills something, He says to it “Be” and it is, on the form He wants
it to be, and on the image, He chooses for it.

The fashioning of images represents the fourth stage of the first creation (by creating the first living cell),
proportioning, and straightening up of humans (by walking on two legs), as mentioned in verses 7-8 of
Soorat Al-Infitar (Chapter 82) of the Holy Quran. It is the stage which preceded the human caliphate
(mandate to rule) on the Earth, as reflected in the angels’ prostration to Adam (Al-A’araf, 7: 11).
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It is He Who created you, proportioned you, and straightened you up (7) In whatever image He willed, He
has assembled you (8) (Al-Infitar, 82: 8).

And We created you, then We fashioned you (in the human form). Then, We said to the angels, "Prostrate
to Adam." So, they prostrated, except for Iblees (Satan), who was not of those who prostrated (Al-A’araf,
7:11).

Fashioning of images is also a reference to the first creation, in which the Creator, praise to Him, made
humans on the best of images, in comparison with His other creations (Ghafir, 40: 64; Al-Taghabun, 64: 3).
However, during the second creation, in the womb, fashioning points to God’s will, in the selection of the
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genetic heredity of the fetus from parents and relatives, to form its internal structure and its external image.
49
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Itis Allah who made for you the Earth a place of settlement, and the sky a (ceiling) structure, and fashioned
you, and made your images the best ... (Ghafir, 40: 64).

He created the heavens and the Earth in truth, and fashioned you, and made your images the best, and
to Him is the (final) destination (Al-Taghabun, 64: 3).

It is He who fashions you in the wombs however He wills. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 6).

In his book, “Al-Asna,” Al-Qurtubi mentioned explanations from three interpreters before him, for this Good
Name of Allah, "Al-Musawwir." Ibn Al-‘Arabi’s defined it as the One Who made His creations on different
images. Al-Khattabi explained differences as a way to enable people to know each other. Ibn Al-‘Hassar
mentioned that this Name includes all necessary characteristics which are required in the invention and
fashioning of images. These are capability, knowledge, selection, wisdom, and expertise. This means that
fashioning of images comes after creation, as stated in stated in the Holy Quran: “We created you, then we
fashioned you” (Al-A’araf, 7: 11).

Thus, "Al-Musawwir," praise to Him, is the One Who fashions His creations as He wills, in wonderful
systems, which enables them to function internally in the best way possible, and to look externally in the
best of images, whether these are living beings or heavenly formations.

It is noteworthy that in our time (15™ Hijri Century / 21st Century AD), the Arabic name "Al-Musawwir" has
a different meaning from that which has been mentioned above. It refers to the photographer, who uses a
camera to produce photographs of people, animals, plants, and natural sceneries.

As such, he/she cannot be called a "Musawwir," because he/she does not intervene in making the internal
structure and the external images of the objects which he/she photographs, as this Good Name of Allah
conveys. Instead, a more accurate name for such a person should be a “recorder of images” or a “reflector,”
as the camera reflects the images of the photographed objects.

Likewise, the sculptor, who makes statues and sculptures, cannot be called a "Musawwir," as thought by
Al-Qurtubi. Though he/she mimics the external images of subjects, he/she does not intervene in making
their internal structures. In addition, such statues are lifeless, compared with the living creations of Allah,
Who shapes their internal structure and external images.

The closest meaning of this Good Name of Allah can be explained by the possible jobs done by various
teams of machine makers. Making cars, for example, depends initially on the work of a team of designers,
who come up with the ideas which they envision in a future car design. Then, another team may be tasked
with the job of finding the right measurements and sizes of the machine components. A third team may
write down or/and draw the instructions or design of the machine components, including measurements,
sizes, and other details. A fourth team may implement the written instructions or the drawn design, in what
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is known as manufacturing of the machine components and assembling them together. Finally, a fifth team
tests the machine performance and functionality, to make sure that it does what it is supposed to be doing.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma,
anta Al-Musawwir” (O, Allah, You are the Fashioner, the Shaper), praise to You, there is no other god but
You. | am asking you to grant me healthy offspring, with the best of images, so they can worship You in the
best way they can and do the best of deeds.

Nobody should be named as “Al- Musawwir,” with the definite article (Al), or without it, as only Allah, praise
to Him, is the Fashioner (Shaper) of His creations, including humans, whom He made in the best of
proportions and images. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Musawwir” (Worshipper of the
Fashioner), which is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah and a recognition of his
worship to His Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by preparing well before starting any
work they want to do. This means that they should have a clear vision about both of its content and its form.
The internal content should show that its components are in harmony and function properly, and the
external form should be pleasant to see and suitable to the environment it will be performing in.

27. Ghafir Al-Dthanb (pronounced as ghafirudth dthanbi): Forgiver of Sin fr\-'.-m 351-9

This Good Name of Allah includes the underlined English letters "gh," which represent the twelfth letter of
the Arabic alphabet. This letter is pronounced the same way Parisians in France pronounce the letter -r-).

There are seven Good Names of Allah, which are derived from the same root verb, “ghafara” (to forgive).
These are "Ghafir Al-Dthanb" (Forgiver of Sin), “Al-Ghafoor” (the Perpetual Forgiver), “Al-Ghaffar” (the Most
Forgiving), “Khayr Al-Ghafireen” (the Best of Forgivers), Dthu Al-Maghfirah (the One with Forgiveness),
“Wasi'ul Maghfirah” (the Vast in Forgiveness), and “Ahlul Maghfirah” (the Source of Forgiveness).

The root verb “ghafara” means to forgive and to pardon, while shielding a wrongdoing from becoming known
publicly. Ibn Katheer explained that when Allah forgives people, He pardons them without making their
wrongdoing known to others. Al-Qurtubi elaborated, mentioning that forgiveness is a promise that Allah,
praise to Him, made to the believers who proclaim that there is no other god but Him. He further
differentiated between the meanings of the first three Good Names of Allah. “Ghafir Al-Dthanb (Forgiver of
Sin) is the One Who waives sins and shields shortcomings of sinners. “Al-Ghaffar” (the Abundantly
Forgiving) is the One Who goes too far in forgiving people and hiding their shortcomings. “Al-Ghafoor” (the
Forgiving) is the One Who does forgiveness countless times, while shielding the wrongdoing and
shortcomings of His worshippers.

The first of these seven Good Names of Allah, "Ghafir Al-Dthanb" (the Forgiver of Sin), was mentioned
once in the Holy Quran, together with three other compound Good Names of Allah. Three of these names
refer to His forgiveness and generosity towards His worshipper, as well as to acceptance of their
repentance. However, the fourth Name refers to the severity of His punishment towards the disbelievers,
on the Day of Reckoning, which they are destined to have (Ghafir, 40: 3).
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The Forgiver of Sin, Acceptor of Repentance, Severe in Punishment, Owner of Abundance: There is no
deity except Him; to Him is the destination (Ghafir, 40: 3).
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Allah, praise to Him, tells us that He forgives all sins, for whoever He wills, except polytheism (associating
others as gods with Him), which is an abject fabrication, a tremendous sin (Al-Nisa, 4: 48), and going far
astray (Al-Nisa, 4: 116).
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Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whom He
wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a tremendous sin (Al-Nisa, 4: 48).

Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whom He
wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly gone far astray (Al-Nisa, 4: 116).

The rationale for the principle of forgiveness is straightening up the life of individuals and society at large.
Otherwise, people may continue committing sins and wrongdoing, which may corrupt society and lead to
the downfall of the human civilization on Earth. Instead, the promise of forgiveness gives the disobedient
sinners the hope of pardoning them, which may lead them to stop committing sins and return back to their
Lord, Who promised them forgiveness if they repent and call upon Him, asking for forgiveness. They have
been promised that their sins will be forgiven, as long as they do not associate other gods with Allah, praise
to Him, as we learn from the two verses mentioned above and from the Qudsi ‘Hadith of the Prophet, pbbuh,
in which Allah was mentioned to have said: “O child of Adam, whenever you call on Me and ask Me (for

forgiveness), | forgive you, and | don’t mind.” 50

In addition, God’s promise of forgiveness encourages people to perform the ways of worship and the good
deeds, which result in great benefits to the performing individuals and their societies. This was mentioned
in the ‘Hadith, in which the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “Whoever fasts (the month of) Ramadhan, out

of faith and anticipation (for reward in the hereafter), his previous sins will be forgiven.” o

Further, the Prophet, pbbuh, gave glad tidings to the sinners, that Allah, praise to Him, will forgive them if
they repent, by purifying themselves (taking a shower), performing prayers, and asking Him for forgiveness,
directly after committing a sin. He said: “If a man commits a sin, then (realizing his wrongdoing) he purifies
himself (by taking a shower), then he prays, then he asks Allah for forgiveness, Allah will forgive him.” We
learn this from the ‘Hadith narrated by Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq, mAbpwh, which ended with verse 135 of Soorat

Ali-i-‘Imran (Chapter 3) of the Holy Quran: 52
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And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong themselves (by transgression), remember
Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins - and who can forgive sins except Allah? - and (who) do not
persist in what they have done while they know (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 135).

The root verb “ghafara” (to forgive) was mentioned 4 times in the Holy Quran. The first was in reference to
God’s forgiveness to Moussa (Moses), pbuh, who oppressed (wronged) himself by committing the sin of
killing an Egyptian man, then he called on Allah, praise to Him, for forgiveness (Al-Qasas, 28: 16). It was
also used in mentioning God’s forgiveness to Dawood (David), pbuh, after he realized that he passed a
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hasty ruling, then called on Allah for forgiveness (Sad, 38: 25). In a third verse, it was used in praising
believers who stay patient and forgive those who wrong them, as this shows their determination (Al-
Shoora, 42: 43). Finally, it referred to the forgiveness of a good man'’s sins, entering him to Paradise, and

making him among the honored, for advising his people to follow God’s Messengers (Ya-Seen, 36: 27). 53

Various derivatives of the root verb “ghafara” (to forgive) were mentioned 132 times in 121 verses in the
Holy Quran. Examples of the usage of such derivatives include the fact that Allah, praise to Him, forgives
whoever He wills to forgive (Al-i-Imran, 3: 129), He commanded His Messenger, pbbuh, to ask for
forgiveness (Al-Nisa, 4: 106), Ibrahim’s (Abraham), pbuh, promise to ask his Lord to forgive his father
(Maryam, 19: 47), Moussa’s (Moses), pbuh, calling on Allah to forgive him and his brother (Al-A’araf, 7:
151), Shuayb’s, pbuh, advice to his people to ask their Lord for forgiveness (Hood, 11: 90), God’s promise
of forgiveness for believers (Al-Anfal, 8: 4), and that Allah does not punish people while they are asking

Him for forgiveness (Al-Anfal, 8: 33). 54

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Ghafir
Al-Dthanb" (O Allah, You are the Forgiver of Sin), praise to You, there is no other god but You. | am asking
you as Your Messenger Ibrahim, pbuh, did: “Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the
Day the account is established" (Ibraheem, 14: 41). | am also asking You as Your Messenger Noo’h did:
“My Lord, forgive me and my parents and whoever enters my house a believer and the believing men and
believing women. And do not increase the oppressors (wrongdoers) except in destruction" (Noo’h, 71: 28).

Nobody should be named as "Ghafir Al-Dthanb" (Forgiver of Sin). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-
Ghafir” (Worshipper of the Forgiver), which is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah
and a recognition of His divinity and Lordship over all of His creations, as He is the only One Who is capable
of forgiveness on the Day of Reckoning. In addition, this compound Good Name of Allah should be kept as
itis mentioned in the Holy Quran, without dividing it, as discussed in the section of research methods above.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being kind and merciful, even
towards those who wrong them. They should not hesitate to forgive a wrongdoer, particularly if the latter
asks him for pardoning and forgiveness. In doing so, they would be following God’s way of dealing with the
wrongdoers when they ask Him for forgiveness, praise to Him.

28. Al-Ghafour: The Perpetual Forgiver JJM\

"Al-Ghafour" (the Perpetual Forgiver) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “ghafara” (to forgive,
pardon, and hide shortcomings). It is one of the seven Good Names of Allah, which are derivatives of the
same root verb. It is also an amplified form of the adjectival name “ghafir.”

Thus, "Al-Ghafour" is the One, Who forgives His repentant worshippers, again and again, to an infinite
number of acts of forgiveness and pardons. So, He is truly the Perpetual Forgiver.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 91 times in the Holy Quran. In 11 times, it was mentioned with
the definite article (Al), as in verse 49 of Soorat Al-‘Hijr (15). It was also mentioned without it in the
remaining 80 times.

Further, it was mentioned alone once, in verse 25 of Soorat Al-Isra (17), but with another Good Name of
Allah in the remaining 90 times. By adding it to these Names, it has become associated with other

meanings, such as mercy, forbearance, pardoning, Lordship, appreciation, and love, as follows: 55
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Your Lord is most knowing of what is within yourselves. If you are righteous, then indeed He is ever, to
(those who are) returning (to Him), Perpetually Forgiving (Al-Issra, 17: 25).

(O Mu’hammed), inform My worshippers that, indeed, | am the Perpetual Forgiver, the Merciful (Al-‘Hijr,
15: 49).

Allah does not blame you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He blames you for what your hearts
have earned. And Allah is Perpetually Forgiving and Forbearing (Al-Bagara, 2: 225).

For those it is expected that Allah will pardon them, and Allah is ever Pardoning and Forgiving (Al-Nisa,
4: 99).

And your Lord is the Perpetual Forgiver, Possessor of Mercy (Al-Kahf, 18: 58).

(He) who created death and life, to test you, which of you is best in (his) deed, and He is the Exalted in
Might, the Perpetual Forgiver (Al-Mulk, 67: 2).

That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed, He is Perpetually
Forgiving and Most Thankful (Appreciative) (Fatir, 35: 30).

And He is the Perpetual Forger, the Loving (Affectionate) (Al-Burooj, 85: 14).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Al-
Ghafoor Al-Ra’heem" (O Allah, You are the Perpetual Forgiver, the Merciful), praise to You, there is no
other god but You. | am asking you as Your Messenger Ibraheem, pbuh, did: “Our Lord, forgive me and my
parents and the believers the Day the account is established" (Ibraheem, 14: 41), and as Your Messenger
Noo’h, pbuh, did: “My Lord, forgive me and my parents, and whoever enters my house a believer, and the
believing men and believing women. And do not increase the wrongdoers except in destruction® (Noo’h,
71: 28).

Nobody should be named as "Al-Ghafoor" (the Perpetual Forgiving), whether these are angels, jinn, or
humans, as only Allah is the Most Forgiving. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Ghafoor” (Worshipper
of the Perpetual Forgiver), which is an appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah and a
recognition of His divinity and Lordship over all of His creations, as He is the only One Who is capable of
forgiveness, again and again, to an infinite number of acts of forgiving and pardons.
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Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being as forgiving and as merciful
as possible, even towards those who wrong him, particularly if he/she is asked to do so.

29. Al-Ghaffar: The Most Forgiving juﬂ\

"Al-Ghaffar" (the Most Forgiving) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “ghafara” (to forgive,
pardon, and hide shortcomings). It is one of the seven Good Names of Allah, which are derivatives of the
same root verb. It is also an amplified form of the adjectival name “ghafir.”

Thus, "Al-Ghaffar" means "the Most Forgiving," Whose forgiveness is so abundant that it extends to all
kinds of sins and wrongdoing, and it is granted to seekers who do not associate other gods with Allah. So,
this Name is more expressive of the meaning of forgiveness than other Names, followed by Al-Ghafoor,
then Al-Ghafir.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 5 times in the Holy Quran. In 3 times, in verses 38: 66, 39: 5,
and 40: 42, it was mentioned with the definite article (Al). In these verses, it was mentioned with another
Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Aziz” (the Exalted in Might), which means that Allah, praise to Him, forgives His
worshippers, who seek for His forgiveness, from a position of might, power, and capability.

Further, this Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al),
in verses 20: 82 and 71: 10. In these verses, Allah, praise to Him, promised granting His forgiveness to the
believers who do good deeds, if they repent and ask for His forgiveness, as follows:
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Lord of the heavens and the Earth, and whatever is between them, the Exalted in Might, the Most
Forgiving (Sad, 38: 66).

... and He has subjected the sun and the moon, each running (its course) for a specified term.
Unquestionably, He is the Exalted in Might, the Most Forgiving (Al-Zumar, 39: 5).

You invite me to disbelieve in Allah and associate with Him that of which | have no knowledge, and | invite
you to the Exalted in Might, the Most Forgiving (Ghafir, 40: 42).

And indeed, | am Most Forgiving of whoever repents, and believes, and does good (deeds), and then
continues in guidance (Ta-Ha, 20: 82).

And (Noo’h) said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is Most Forgiving (Noo’h, 71: 10).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
‘Aziz Al-Ghaffar" (O Allah, You are the Exalted in Might, the Most Forgiving), praise to You, there is no other
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god but You. | am asking you as Your Messenger Ibrahim, pbuh, did: “Our Lord, forgive me and my parents
and the believers the Day the account is established" (Ibraheem, 14: 41).

Nobody should be named as "Al-Ghaffar" (the Most Forgiving), whether these are angels, jinn, or humans,
as only Allah is the Most Forgiving. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul-Ghaffar,” which is an
appreciation for this great and exclusive capability of Allah, and a recognition of His divinity and Lordship
over all of His creations, as He is the only One Who is more capable of forgiveness than anyone else among
His creations.

Living up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah means that a believer should try to be as forgiving
and merciful as possible, even towards those who wrong him, particularly if he/she is asked to do so.

30. Khayr Al-Ghafireen (pronounced as khayrul ghafireen): The Best of the Forgivers u.-.uﬁw‘ 3-\5

"Khayr Al-Ghafireen” (The Best of the Forgivers) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “Khayr,” which is a comparative adjective, meaning better and more beneficial than others. It is
derived from the verb “khaara,” which means to prefer, choose, and select. The second word is “Al-
Ghafireen” (the Forgivers), which is a noun, derived from the verb “ghafara,” meaning to forgive, pardon,
and hide shortcomings.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Khayr Al-Ghafireen” means that Allah, praise to Him, is “the Best of the
Forgivers,” particularly towards His repenting worshippers, who ask for His forgiveness, which
encompasses all types of wrongdoing and sins, as long as the seekers of forgiveness do not take partners
with Him.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once, in the Holy Quran, in the context of the story of the Children
of Israel, who obtained anger from their Lord for their worship of the golden calf (Al-A'raf, 7L 152-154).
Moosa (Moses), pbuh, chose seventy of them to go with him for an appointment with Allah, to plead with
Him, announce their repentance, and ask for His forgiveness. Allah, praise to Him, forgave them because
He is the Best of the Forgivers, the Merciful (Al-A’raf, 7L 155).
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And Moussa (Moses) chose from his people seventy men for Our appointment. Then, when the trembling
(earthquake) seized them, he said, "My Lord, if You had willed, You could have destroyed them before and
me (as well). Would You destroy us for what the foolish among us have done? This is not but Your trial by
which You send astray whom You will and guide whom You will. You are our Protector. So, forgive us and
have mercy upon us; and You are the Best of the Forgivers (Al-A’araf, 7: 155).

Further, our Lord, praise to Him, has mentioned to us that His mercy has encompassed everything, and he
has written (decreed) it for the believers who watch Him in their words and deeds, give charity (zakat), and
believe in His Last Messenger, Muhammed, pbbu, whom He mentioned before in the Torah and the Ingeel
(Gospel). This has been an invitation for Jews and Christians to accept Islam, to be among the successful
in this lower life and in the hereafter (Al-A'raf, 7: 156-157).

JSWJGMAJJ ;Lu\w‘u;um\s.:hcdls d.d\ La\");“}!\ss}" Luﬂ\aqmssl_du.&\}

sﬁ‘@ﬂ‘dwﬂ‘uwu&ﬁ‘@"‘)uﬁﬁ;@u—’eﬁ 2215 B3 & 835 & st Cpall LRt 0
tﬁk&\?@dx})s.ud\uc(mk@_u}u}f.a&bagjibd;uw}abjﬂ\@(am b}SSAm}AMgﬂ\



70  Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

}u,;,

aj_)wjoj_)ﬁjm\)u\uaﬂbw uqlsu_d\d).c\}{.\jeﬁ)m\ﬂ_\cc@jg_ubﬂ\;@_\ls
.(157-156 7‘L_9\J$:\)”)<\O\/>u‘9;h.d\eh&ﬂﬂ 1 aaa O il J}J\\

And write (decree) for us (to lead a good life) in this lower life and in the Hereafter. Indeed, we have turned
back to You. (Allah) said, "My punishment, | afflict with it whom | will, but My mercy encompasses
everything." So, | will write (decree) it for those who watch Me (in their words and deeds) and give the
zakat, and those who believe in Our verses - (156)

Those who follow the Messenger, the illiterate Prophet, whom they find written in what they have of the
Torah and the Ingeel (Gospel). (He) enjoins upon them what is right and forbids them what is wrong and
makes lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them the evil, and relieves them of their burden and
the shackles, which were upon them. So, those who have believed in him, honored him, supported him,
and followed the light (the Holy Quran), which was descended with him, those are the successful (157) (Al-
A’raf, 7: 156-157).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Khayr
Al-Ghafireen” (O Allah, You are the Best of Forgivers), praise to You, there is no other god but You. | am
asking you to forgive me, and my parents, and the believers, the Day the account is established" (Ibraheem,
14: 41).

Nobody should be named as "Khayr Al-Ghafireen,” as Allah is certainly the Best of Forgivers. However, a
boy can be named as “Abdul Ghafir,” or “Abdul-Ghaffar,” or “Abdul Ghafour,” which is an appreciation for
this great trait of Allah, and a recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, this compound Good
Name of Allah should be kept as it is, without being divided into “Khayr” or “Al-Ghafireen,” separately, as
was discussed earlier.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying to be as forgiving and as
merciful as possible, even towards those who wrong them, particularly if they are asked to do so. Thus
doing, they follow the example of Allah, praise to Him, and the teachings of His Messenger, pbbuh, who
said: “It is not allowed for a Muslim to shun his (Muslim) brother for more than three nights. (So), when they
meet, they try to avoid each other, (but) the best of them is the one who starts with (greeting) his brother

- » 56
(saying: peace be upon you).

31. Dthu Al-Maghfira (pronounced as dthul maghfira): The One with (Possessor) of Forgiveness

,..,“ 5

"Dthu Al-Maghfira" (Possessor of Forgiveness) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “Dthu,” which means possessor, owner, and the one who has, with, or source of something, as
explained in the Name "Dthu Al-Ra'hma" (the One with Mercy, the Possessor of Mercy) before. The second
word “Al-Maghfira" (the Forgiveness), which is a noun, derived from the verb “ghafara,” meaning to forgive,
pardon, and hide shortcomings.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Dthu Al-Maghfira” means that Allah, praise to Him, is “the Source and Possessor
of Forgiveness,” Who has promised it to His worshippers, if they repent and return to Him, as we are told
by the ‘Hadiths mentioned above in the Name of “Ghafir Al-Dthanb” (Forgiver of Sin).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran. it came announcing God’s forgiveness
to people, despite their wrongdoing to themselves and to each-other, while He is going to be Severe in
Penalty towards the obstinate tyrants, who insist on their disobedience (Al-Ra’d, 13: 6). It also came with
the description of our lord, Allah, praise to Him, as the Possessor of Forgiveness to His worshippers, who
ask Him for it. Yet, He is severe in His punishment to the disbelievers (Fussilat, 41: 43). His forgiveness to
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His repentant worshippers is a favor He bestows on them, as He is the One with Great Favors to all of His
creations Great (Al-‘Hadeed, 57: 21).
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They impatiently urge you to bring about punishment (in this life) before good (rewards in the hereafter),
while there has already occurred before them similar (punishments). And indeed, your Lord is Possessor
of Forgiveness for the people, despite their wrongdoing, and indeed, your Lord is Severe in Penalty (Al-
Ra'd, 13: 6).

Nothing is said to you, (O Muhammad), except what was already said to the Messengers before you.
Indeed, your Lord is a Possessor of Forgiveness and a Possessor of Painful Penalty (Fussilat, 41: 43).

Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden (Paradise), whose width is like the width of the
heavens and the Earth, prepared for those who believed in Allah and His Messengers. That is a favor
from Allah, which He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is the Possessor of Favors, the Great (Al-
‘Hadeed, 57: 21).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Dhu
Al-Maghfira” (O Allah, You are the Possessor of Forgiveness), praise to You, there is no other god but You.
| am asking you to “forgive me, and my parents, and the believers, the Day the account is established"
(Ibraheem, 14: 41).

Nobody should be named as "Dthu Al-Maghfira,” as Allah is certainly the Possessor of Forgiveness.
However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Ghafir,” or “Abdul-Ghaffar,” or “Abdul Ghafour,” which is a
recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, this compound Good Name of Allah should be kept as

it is, without being divided into “Dthu” or “Al-Maghfira,” separately, as was discussed earlier.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying to be as forgiving and as
merciful as possible, even towards those who wrong them, particularly if they are asked to do so. Thus
doing, they follow the example of Allah, praise to Him, and the teachings of His Messenger, pbbuh, as
mentioned in the Name of "Khayr Al-Ghafireen” (The Best of the Forgivers).

32. Wasi'u Al-Maghfirah (pronounced as Wasi'ul Maghfirah): "The Vast in Forgiveness SJM‘ éﬁ-ﬂ‘:s

“Wasi'u Al-Maghfirah” (the Vast in Forgiveness) is an adjectival name, composed of two words. The first
word is “Wasi'u,” which is an adjectival name, meaning “Vast.” It is derived from the verb “wasi’a,” which
means to be vast, to be much, and to encompass something. The second word is “Al-Maghfira" (the
Forgiveness), which is a noun, derived from the verb “ghafara,” meaning to forgive, pardon, and hide
shortcomings.

As a Good Name of Allah, " Wasi'u Al-Maghfirah” means that the forgiveness of Allah, praise to Him, is
vast, much, and encompassing of His worshippers, when they return to Him, with repentance. He forgives
all sins for whoever He wills of them, as long as they do not take partners with Him (Al-Zumar, 39: 53; Al-
Nisa, 4: 48; Al-Ta’hreem, 66: 8).
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This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in the context of mentioning
that the vast forgiveness of Allah is extended to all of His intelligent, mandated, and responsible creations,
in the heavens and the Earth. This includes angels, jinn, and humans (Al-Najm, 53: 31). However, His
forgiveness is conditional to the avoidance of the major sins (Al-Najm, 53: 32), such as taking (worshipping)
other partners with Allah (shirk), and immoralities, such as adultery, theft, and drinking alcoholic beverages.
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And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth - that He may recompense
those who do evil (sins) with (the penalty of) what they have done and recompense those who do good with
the best (reward) - (31) (Al-Najm, 53: 31).

Those who avoid the major sins and immoralities, only (committing) slight ones. Indeed, your Lord is Vast
in Forgiveness. He is most knowing of you, as He produced you from the earth, and as you were fetuses
in the wombs of your mothers. So, do not claim yourselves to be pure; He is most knowing of who righteous
(32) (Al-Najm, 53: 32).

The three renowned scholars summarized interpretations of their predecessors for the word “lamam” (slight
sins), mentioned in verse 23 of Soorat Al-Najm (53). They showed that if sinners quit committing sins,
repent, and ask their Lord, Allah, for forgiveness, then these are “lamam” (slight sins).

Another interpretation is given about the difference between committing a sin and that which leads to it.
Adultery, for example, is defined by the sexual intercourse, which is a major sin, involving the body sexual
organs. However, other body organs may commit adultery too. Thus, “the eyes, the hands, and the self-
desires” may commit adultery too, as we learn from the ‘Hadith of the Prophet, pbbuh, but these are “lamam”

(slight sins), which can be forgiven by repentance and asking for forgiveness. o7

Moreover, our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, told us that He is the Perpetual Forgiver, the Merciful. This means
that His trait as a Forgiver is accompanied by His trait as a Merciful (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 49; Al-Kahf, 18: 58). In
addition, He told us that while He is Vast in Mercy, His punishment to those who disbelieve in His
Messengers cannot be stopped (Al-An’am, 6: 147). Further, His mercy encompasses everything (Al-A’araf,
7: 156; Ghafir, 40: 7).

Thus, He, praise to Him, is Forgiving and Merciful for His creations because these are His traits, particularly
if His worshippers obey Him, avoid that which He prohibited, repent, and ask for forgiveness if they sin, to
gain the mercy and forgiveness, which He promised them.
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O Mu’hammed), inform My worshippers that, indeed, | am the Perpetual Forgiver, the Merciful (Al-‘Hijr,
15: 49).

And your Lord is the Perpetual Forgiver, Possessor of Mercy (Al-Kahf, 18: 58).

So, if they belie you, (O Muhammad), say, "Your Lord is the Possessor of Vast Mercy; but His might
(punishment) cannot be repelled from the people (who are) criminals" (Al-An’am, 6: 147).

And Moussa (Moses) chose from his people seventy men for Our appointment. Then, when the trembling
(earthquake) seized them, he said, "My Lord, if You had willed, You could have destroyed them before and
me (as well). Would You destroy us for what the foolish among us have done? This is not but Your trial by
which You send astray whom You will and guide whom You will. You are our Protector, so forgive us and
have mercy upon us; and You are the Best of Forgivers (Al-A’'araf, 7: 152-155).

And write (decree) for us (to lead) a good lower life and (a good life) in the Hereafter. Indeed, we have
turned back to You. (Allah) said, "My punishment, | afflict with it whom | will, but My mercy encompasses
everything." So, | will write (decree) it for those who watch Me (in their words and deeds) and give the
zakat, and those who believe in Our verses (Al-A’araf, 7: 156).

Those (angels) who carry the Throne and those around it exalt (Allah) with praise of their Lord, and believe
in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who have believed, (saying): "Our Lord, You have encompassed
everything in (Your) mercy and knowledge. So, forgive those who have repented and followed Your
way, and protect them from the punishment of the Hellfire (Ghafir, 40: 7).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma,
Anta "Wasi’ul Maghfira” (O Allah, You are the Vast in Forgiveness), praise to You. “You are our Caretaker.
So, forgive us and have mercy upon us; and You are the Best of Forgivers® (Al-A’araf, 7: 155).

Nobody should be named as "Wasi’'u Al-Maghfira,” as Allah is certainly the One Who is Vast in Forgiveness.
However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Ghafir,” or “Abdul-Ghaffar,” or “Abdul Ghafour,” which is a
recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, this compound Good Name of Allah should be kept as

it is, without being divided into “Wasi’'u” or “Al-Maghfira,” separately, as was discussed earlier.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying to be as forgiving and as
merciful as possible, even towards those who wrong them, particularly if they are asked to do so. Thus
doing, they follow the example of Allah, praise to Him, and the teachings of His Messenger, pbbuh, as
mentioned in the Name of “Wasi’u Al-Maghfirah” (the Vast in Forgiveness).

33. Ahlu Al-Maghfirah (pronounced as Ahlul Maghfirah): The Source of Forgiveness 3)"-‘5‘ 35‘

“Ahlu Al-Maghfirah” (the Source of Forgiveness) is an adjectival name, composed of two words. The first is
“Ahlu,” which is an adjectival noun, meaning family, relatives, and caretakers. It is derived from the verb
“ahala,” which means to populate, and to become a caretaker of one’s family members and relatives.

The second word is “Al-Maghfira" (the Forgiveness), which is a noun, derived from the verb “ghafara,”
meaning to forgive, pardon, and hide shortcomings. Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, " Ahlu Al-Maghfirah”
means that He, praise to Him, is the Source of Forgiveness for His worshippers. He forgives them, pardons
many of their sins, and takes care of them, as we take care of our family members and relatives.
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This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in the context of mentioning that He ,
praise to Him, is the Source of Forgiveness, particularly for his righteous worshippers, who are in constant
remembrance and obedience to Him (Al-Muddath-thir, 74: 56).
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But they will not remember, except that Allah wills. He is the Source of Piety (Righteousness), and the
Source of Forgiveness (Al-Muddath-thir, 74: 56).

Al-Tabari explained the meaning of "Ahlul Maghfirah," saying that Allah, praise to Him, has willed that His
forgiveness is a right for His repentant worshippers, who ask for it, obey Him, study His Book, and observe
that which is written in it. Al-Qurtubi added an explanation provided by Muhammed Bin Nasr, that Allah
expects His worshippers to avoid disobeying Him. But if they do not do that, then He will forgive them and
have mercy on them, anyway, because He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. Likewise, Ibn Katheer provided
Qatada’s explanation that Allah expects His worshippers to fear Him. However, He is going to forgive the
sins of those who repent and turn back to Him.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Ahlu
Al-Maghfira” (O Allah, You are the Source of Forgiveness), You are the Source of Piety (Righteousness),
and the Source of Forgiveness, “You are our Caretaker. So, forgive us and have mercy upon us; and You
are the Best of Forgivers” (Al-A’araf, 7: 155).

Nobody should be named as "Ahlu Al-Maghfira,” as Allah is certainly the One Who is Source of Forgiveness.
However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Ghafir,” or “Abdul-Ghaffar,” or “Abdul Ghafour,” which is a
recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, this compound Good Name of Allah should be kept as
it is, without being divided into “Ahlu” or “Al-Maghfira,” separately, as was discussed in the section of

research methods.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying to be as forgiving and as
merciful as possible, even towards those who wrong them, particularly if they are asked to do so. Thus
doing, they follow the example of Allah, praise to Him, and the teachings of His Messenger, pbbuh, as
mentioned in the Name of “Wasi’u Al-Maghfirah” (the Vast in Forgiveness).

34. Ahlu Al-Tagwa (pronounced as Ahlut Taqwa): The Source of Righteousness 853335‘ :.W

"Ahlu Al-Tagwa" (The Source of Righteousness) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “Ahlu,” which is an adjectival noun, meaning family, relatives, and caretakers. It is derived from
the verb “ahala,” which means to populate, and to become a caretaker of one’s family members and
relatives. The second word is “Al-Tagwa" (the Righteousness), which is a noun, derived from the verb
“ittaqa,” meaning to avoid, be watchful about, shield, and protect somebody from something.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Tagwa” (righteousness) means avoiding, shielding, and protecting the
human self from punishment in the Hereafter, by observing God’s commands, avoiding that which He has
prohibited, and by doing good deeds, no matter how small these are, following the teachings of the Prophet,

pbbuh, who said: “Avoid (punishment in) the Fire, by (giving away even) a half of a date (fruit).” o8

This compound Good Name of Allah, "Ahlu Al-Tagwa" (The Source of Righteousness), was mentioned
once in the Holy Quran, in the context of mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, is the Source of
Righteousness, particularly to His worshippers, who constantly think about and obey Him, until they reach
the rank of righteousness, which qualifies them to receive His forgiveness (Al-Muddath-thir, 74: 56). The
Prophet, pbbuh, also told us that Allah, praise to Him, does not honor or rank people according to their

descent or skin color. Rather, he said: “The most honored by Allah among you is the most righteous”. 59
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But they will not remember, except that Allah wills. He is the Source of Piety (Righteousness), and the
Source of Forgiveness (Al-Muddath-thir, 74: 56).

Moreover, Allah, praise to Him, told us that “Al-Tagwa” (righteousness) is a rank reached by a believing
worshipper by doing good deeds, which lead to the rank of Al-Bir, which is rewarded by God’s contentment
and His Paradise (Al-Baqara, 2: 177). He said:
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Al-Bir (Piety, Goodness) is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but Al-Bir (Piety,
Goodness) is (that which is represented by the) one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the
Book, and the prophets; and (the one who) gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the
needy, the (needy) traveler, those who ask (for help), and for freeing slaves; (and it is represented by the
one who) establishes prayer and gives zakat; (and those who) fulfill their promise when they promise; and
(those who) are patient in poverty, and hardship, and during battle. Those are the ones who have been
true, and it is those who are Al-Muttagoon (the righteous) (Al-Baqara, 2: 177).

Al-Tabari mentioned that “Ahlut Tagwa,” as one of the Good Name of Allah, means that Allah, praise to
Him, has a right on His worshippers to avoid His punishment in the Hereafter, by obedience to Him during
their lower life, by studying His Book and following its teachings, by repentance, and by asking for
forgiveness for their sins. Al-Qurtubi added an explanation provided by Muhammed Bin Nasr, that Allah
expects His worshippers to avoid disobeying Him. But even if they do not do that, then He will forgive them
and have mercy on them, anyway, because He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. Likewise, Ibn Katheer leaned
towards Qatada’s explanation that Allah expects His worshippers to fear Him. However, He is going to
forgive the sins of those who repent and turn back to Him.

The word “Al-Tagwa” (righteousness) was mentioned 15 times in the Holy Quran, as obedience to Allah.
It came together with avoiding arguments, not committing disobedience, and abstaining from sexual
intercourse during the ‘Haj (pilgrimage) period (Al-Baqara, 2: 197), with pardoning (Al-Bagara, 2: 237), with
cooperation in doing good deeds (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 2), justice (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 8), covering the private parts (Al-
Aaraf, 7: 26), establishing deeds on good intentions (Al-Tawba, 9: 109), commanding family members to
perform prayers (Ta Ha, 20: 132), glorification for the ‘Haj rituals (Al-‘Haj, 22: 32), descent of God’s
calmness (assurance) on the Prophet and the believers (Al-Fat'h, 48: 26), lowering voices in the presence
of the Prophet (Al-‘Hujurat, 49: 3), confidential conversations about good, not about sin and aggression (Al-
Mujadila, 58: 9), studying the Holy Quran and following its teachings (Al-Muddath-thir, 74: 56), and with the
purified self (Al-Shams, 91: 8-9).

In addition to the description of the righteous worshippers in verse 2: 177, mentioned above, other verses
added more of their good deeds. In their wills, the righteous allocate money to their parents and relatives
(Al-Bagara, 180), they do not transgress on others (Al-Bagara, 2: 194), give divorced women their rights
(Al-Bagara, 2: 241), keep their promises (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 76), do good deeds (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 115), make their
deeds purely for Allah (Al-Tawba, 9: 194), fulfill their promises (Al-Tawba, 9: 4, 7), observe the sanctity of
the sacred months (Al-Tawba, 9: 36), and fight for the sake of Allah with their money and with their selves
(Al-Tawba, 9: 44, 123).

Allah, praise to Him, has promised great rewards to “Al-Muttageen” (the righteous ones), as
mentioned in 16 verses of the Holy Quran. They have been promised good life in this lower life and better
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in the Hereafter (Al-Na’hl, 16: 30), were given the Holy Quran as glad tidings to them (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 97),
Allah has considered them as the best of the believers (Sad, 38: 28), Allah is their Protector (Al-Jathiya, 45:
19), on the Day of Gathering, they come to their Creator as an honored delegation ((Maryam, 19: 85), on
that Day, other humans wish if they were among them (Al-Zumar, 93: 57), when the Hour comes, starting
the Last Day, they do not have to fear it or be sad about what is going to happen (Al-Zukhruf, 43: 67), on
the Day of Judgment, they will be in a safe position (Al-Dukhan, 44: 51), their ultimate reward in the
Hereafter will be living in gardens, with rivers flowing bellow them (Al-Na’hl, 16: 31), for them are chambers,
above them chambers built, beneath which rivers flow (Al-Zumar, 39: 20), in gardens with springs (Al-‘Hijr,
15: 45; Al-Dthariyat, 51: 15), in gardens and in bliss (Al-Toor, 52: 17), in gardens with rivers (Al-Qamar, 54:
54), in shades with springs (Al-Mursalat, 77: 41).

Allah, praise to Him, commanded His worshippers to “avoid” His anger, punishment, and torture in the
Hellfire, on the Last Day, by using the imperative plural verb “ittaqoo” (avoid harm, shield, and protect
yourselves), 81 times, in 77 verses of the Holy Quran. He said: “avoid the Fire, whose fuel is people and
stones, prepared for the disbelievers” (Al-Bagara, 2: 24), “avoid the Fire, prepared for the disbelievers” (Al-
i-‘Imran, 3: 131), "And avoid (the punishment on) a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul at all, nor
will intercession be accepted from it, nor will compensation be taken from it, nor will they be aided" (Al-
Baqara, 2: 48), “And avoid (the punishment on) a Day when you will be returned to Allah. Then, every self
will be compensated for what it earned, and they will not be treated unjustly (Al-Baqgara, 2: 281), “O
humankind, avoid (the punishment of) your Lord, and fear a Day when no father will avail his son, nor will
a son avail his father at all (Lugman, 31: 33), “when it is said to them: Avoid (the punishment for) that which
is between your hands and that which is behind you (your current and past sins), so you may have (God’s)
mercy (Ya-Seen, 36: 45).

Allah, praise to Him, pointed that avoiding His anger is by belief in Him and in the last of His Prophets
and Messengers. He said: “O you who have believed, avoid (the punishment of) Allah and believe in His
Messenger” (Al-‘Hadeed, 57: 28), obey Allah and His Messengers (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 50; Al-Ma-ida, 5: 112; Al-
Anfal, 8: 1; Al-Shu’ara, 26: 108, 110, 126, 131, 132, 144, 150, 163, 179, 184; Al-Zukhruf, 43: 63; Al-‘Hujurat,
49: 1), “And whatever the Messenger has given you, take it; and what he has forbidden you about, refrain
from it (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 7), O you who have believed, do not put (your opinions before the teachings of) Allah
and His Messenger (Al-‘Hujurat, 49: 1), follow the Book of Allah (Al-An’am, 6: 155), do not disbelieve in
Allah (Al-Nisa, 4: 131), and “do not die except as Muslims” (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 102).

Allah, praise to Him, pointed that avoiding His anger is also by doing good deeds and avoiding
wrongdoing. So, He said: “And it is not righteousness to enter houses from the back, but righteousness is
(represented by the) one who avoids (the punishment of) Allah. And enter the houses from their doors” (Al-
Baqara, 2: 189), “Whoever commits aggression against you, retaliate against him in the same measure as
he has committed against you” (Do not exceed) (Al-Bagara, 2: 194), Carry out the ‘Haj and Umrah rituals,
as prescribed by Allah to you (Al-Bagara, 2: 196),” Your wives are a plowing field for you. So, come to your
plowing field whenever you wish, and put forth introductions for yourselves” (Al-Baqara, 2: 223), treat your
divorced women fairly and nicely (Al-Baqara, 2: 231, 233, Al-Talaqg: 65: 1) “do not consume usury, doubled
and multiplied” (Al-Baqara, 2: 278; Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 130), “if you contract a debt for a specified term, write it
down” (Al-Baqara, 2: 282), thank Allah for His support (Al-i-Imran, 3: 123), Be patient, and advocate
patience, and remain stationed (in your positions) (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 200), maintain good treatment to relatives,
whether (these are related to you) through wombs, spouses, or humanity (Al-Nisa, 4: 1), “cooperate in
(doing) “Bir” (good deeds, piety), but do not cooperate in (committing) sin and aggression” (Al-Ma-ida, 5:
2), eat from the good foods allowed to you (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 4, 88, 96; Al-Anfal, 8: 69), and mention the favor
of Allah bestowed on you (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 7).

Allah, praise to Him, has also ordered His righteous worshippers, to be withesses in justice and be just,
with enemies and friends alike (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 8, 108), to depend on Him (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 11), seek the means
of nearness to Him (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 35), do not take those who have taken your religion in ridicule and
amusement as allies (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 57), avoid evil manifestations, even if they are impressive (Al-Ma-ida,
5: 100), if a thought of from Al-Shaytan (Satan) assaults you, remember Allah (Al-An’am, 7: 201), avoid a
tumult (sedition), which strikes both the victims and the transgressors (Al-Anfal, 8: 25), stand with the truthful
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ones (Al-Tawba, 9: 119), do not do that which the people of Loot (Lot) did (Hood, 11: 78; Al-‘Hijr, 15: 69),
travel throughout the Earth and see what was the end of those before you (Yousuf, 12: 109), speak with
true words (Al-A’hzab, 33: 70), make peace and reconciliation between believers (Al-‘Hujurat, 49: 10), avoid
baseless suspicion, spying, and back biting (Al-‘Hujurat, 49: 12), do not converse secretly with sin,
aggression, and disobedience to the Messenger, but converse with goodness and righteousness (Al-
Mujadila, 58: 9), let every self (the accountable part of the soul) look to what it has put forth for tomorrow
(the Day of Accountability) (Al-“Hashr, 59: 18), be just in determining compensations (Al-Mumta’hina, 60:
11), and listen and obey (to Allah and His Messenger), and spend for the sake of Allah (Al-Taghabun, 64:
16).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Ahlu
Al-Tagwa” (O Allah, You are the Source of Righteousness), praise to You, there is no other god but You. |
am asking you to help me be among Your righteous worshippers, and to shower me with Your mercy. Then,
the supplicant can ask for other favors, and for other people.

Nobody should be named as "Ahlu Al-Taqwa,” as this is a compound name, which is referring to Allah as
the One Who is the Source of Righteousness. In addition, This Good Name of Allah should be kept as it is,
and not to be divided into "Ahlu” or “Al-Tagwa.”

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by struggling to be righteous, in what
they say and do. Thus, their behaviors become a reflection of their obedience to the commands of Allah,
and their struggle to be as close to Him as they can.

35. Al-Qahir: The Subduer L&)

"Al-Qahir" (the Subduer) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “qahara” (to subdue), which means
to dominate, prevail, defeat, and force. As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Qahir" (the Subduer) means that He,
praise to Him, prevails over His creations, whether they believe in Him or not. In His messages to them, He
has shown them evidence of His Godhood, reminded them of their limited life spans and capabilities, and
warned them of the Day they will be standing helplessly before Him for reckoning, in the hereafter.

"Al-Qahir" (The Subduer) is one of the Good Names of Allah, which was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran,
with the definite article (Al). It came together with two other Good Names of Allah: “Al-‘Hakeem” (the Wise)
and “Al-Khabeer” (the Acquainted, the Expert). This means that Allah is the Subduer over His creations, for
a wisdom known to Him, as well as for an acquaintance and expertise about them, and about what is good
for them (Al-An’am, 6: 18). It also came together with the ultimate proof of His subdual (subduing) of His
creations, which is their ultimate death, towards the avoidance of which they have no power (Al-An’am, 6:
61).
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And He is the Subduer over His worshippers. And He is the Wise, the Acquainted (of all things) (Al-
An’am, 6: 18).

And He is the Subduer over His worshippers, and He sends over you guardian (angels) until, when death
comes to one of you, Our messengers take complete his record, and they do not fail (in their duties) (Al-
An’am, 6: 61).
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Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Al-
Qahir" (the Subduer), praise to You, help me to subdue my desires, enable me to avoid being subdued by
human and jinni shaytans (satans), and not to be one of the wretched tyrants, who subdue Your good
worshippers.

Nobody should be named as "Al-Qahir" (the Subduer), with the definite article (Al), as this is a Good Name
of Allah, which refers to His unique capability to subdue all of His creations. Further, no boy should be
called "Qahir" (Subduer), without the definite article either, in avoidance of self-praise, which Allah, praise
to Him, has discouraged, saying: “Do not self-praise. He knows better who is righteous” (Al-Najm, 53: 32).
However, a boy can be named as “’Abdul Qahir’ (Worshipper of the Subduer), which is a recognition of his
worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by struggling to follow the commands
of Allah, in their words and their deeds, towards better life for them, their families, their societies, and
humanity as a whole.

In this sense, Al-Ghazali mentioned that a “Qahir” (as an adjective, not a name) worshipper of Allah is a
believer who subdues his/her human and jinni satan enemies by subduing his/her desires first. Al-
Qaradhawi added that, in addition to subduing the self, believers should struggle against the human
shaytans (satans), who corrupt societies and distort religious teachings, whether these are the rulers or the
ruled.

Moreover, a believer should work for the good of humanity, as a whole, by telling the truth, being guided by
it, spreading it among people, and rebutting (uncovering) falsehoods, wherever these come from, locally or
globally. This has become available to everyone, as a result of the information and communication
revolutions, which we evidence today.

~0

36. Al-Qahhar: The Prevailing Subduer jl-éﬂ

"Al-Qahhar" (the Prevailing Subduer) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “qahara” (to subdue),
which means to dominate and to prevail over. It is also an amplified form of the adjectival name “Qahir,”
which shares the same root verb.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Qahhar" means that He, praise to Him, is the Prevailing Subduer over His
creations, with His power and ability, whether they believe in Him, or not. He subdues His creations by
death in their lower life and by resurrecting them for accountability before Him, in the hereafter.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned six times in the Holy Quran, associated with another Good Name
of His, the One, to mean that He is the only One God, the Prevailing Subduer of His creations, wherever
they exist in His vast dominion, in this life and in the hereafter.

So, Allah is the One God, Who is the Prevailing Subduer. Thus, it is a falsehood for people to believe in
multiple gods (polytheism), as was the case in Egypt when Prophet Yousuf, pbuh, was thrown into prison
(Yousuf, 12 39). Allah is the Creator of everything, meaning that He is capable of subduing everything He
has created (Al-Ra’'d, 13: 16). He is the Prevailing Subduer, Who forces His creations, the Day of Rising,
to rise helplessly from the earth, for accountability before him (Ibraheem, 14: 48).

He is the One, the Prevailing Subduer, Who has sent the last of His Messengers, pbbut all, to warn the
tyrants and the disbelievers among His creations (Sad, 38: 65). If He, praise to Him, wanted to have a son,
He could have chosen from what He created whoever He willed, for that purpose. However, He did not
want that, because He does not need anyone of His creations, as He is the One God, the Prevailing
Subduer (Al-Zumar, 39: 4).
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He is the One before Whom people rise for reckoning, on the Day of Judgment, without being able to hide
anything they did from Him. On that Day, He asks rhetorically: “To whom belongs sovereignty Today?”
However, none of His creations will be able to speak, in answering Him, including the angels. Then, He
answers Himself: “To Allah, the One, the Prevailing Subduer” (Ghafir, 40: 16).
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O (my) two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, the One, the Prevailing Subduer?
(Yousuf, 12: 39).

Say, (O Mu’hammed): "Allah is the Creator of everything, and He is the One, the Prevailing Subduer”
(Al-Ra’d, 13: 16).

(It will be ) on the Day the Earth will be replaced by another Earth, and the heavens (as well), and all
(creatures) will come out before Allah, the One, the Prevailing Subduer (Ibrahim, 14: 48).

Say, (O Mu’hammed): "l am only a warner, and there is not any deity except Allah, the One the
Prevailing Subduer (Sad, 38: 65).

If Allah had intended to take a son, He could have chosen from what He creates whatever He willed.
Exalted is He; He is Allah, the One, the Prevailing Subduer (Al-Zumar, 39: 4).

The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah. To whom belongs
sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Prevailing Subduer (Ghafir, 40: 16).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it, saying: “Allahumma,
Anta "Al-Qahhar" (O Allah, You are the Prevailing Subduer) over your creations, praise to You, help me to
subdue my desires, enable me to avoid being subdued by human and jinni shaytans (satans), and not to
be one of the wretched tyrants, who subdue Your good worshippers.

Nobody should be named as "Al-Qahhar" (the Prevailing Subduer), with the definite article (Al), as this is a
Good Name of Allah, which refers to His unique capability to subdue all of His creations. In addition, no boy
should be called "Qahir" (Subduer), without the definite article either, in avoidance of self-praise, which
Allah, praise to Him, has discouraged, saying: “Do not self-praise. He knows better who is righteous” (Al-
Najm, 53: 32). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Qahhar” (Worshipper of the Prevailing Subduer),
in recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by struggling to follow the commands
of Allah, in their words and their deeds, towards better life for them, their families, their societies, and
humanity as a whole. They should struggle to subdue their desires first, struggle against the whispering of
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the Shaytan (Satan), and against human shaytans (satans), who corrupt societies and distort religious
teachings, whether these are the rulers or the ruled.

Moreover, believers should work for the good of humanity, as a whole, by telling the truth, being guided by
it, spreading it among people, and rebutting (uncovering) falsehoods, wherever these come from, locally or
globally. This has become available to everyone, as a result of the information and communication
revolutions, which we evidence today.

37. Al-Wahhab: The Bestower < 3!l

"Al-Wahhab" (the Bestower), is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “wahaba” (to bestow), which
means to give away, grant, and provide, without looking for a return. It is also an amplified form of the
adjectival name “Wahib,” which shares the same root verb.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Wahhab" (the Bestower) means that He, praise to Him, is the Bestower of
provision, favors, bounties, power, mercy, offspring, spouses, and family to whoever He wills, of His
creations, whether they ask for it, or not, without looking for a return from them.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned three times in the Holy Quran. It was mentioned by those firm in
knowledge (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 7), who thanked their Lord, Allah, for His guidance, asked for His mercy, and
acknowledged His favors on them, saying: “You are the Bestower” (Al-i-Imran, 3: 8). It also came as a
description of Allah, praise to Him, by Himself, as “the Exalted in Might, the Bestower,” in reference to His
great mercy, which He bestows on His creations (Sad, 38: 9).Further, it came as a description of Allah,
praise to Him, by Sulayman (Solomon), pbuh, in the context of asking his Lord, Allah, to bestow on him a
unique kingdom, which nobody should have after him (Sad, 38: 35).

Thus, these verses provide us with the basic meaning of the Name of our Lord, “Al-Wahhab” (the Bestower),
which means that He is the One, Who bestows on His creations that which nobody else can. He alone is
the source of limitless mercy, and He alone is the One, Who is capable of giving a unique kingdom to one
of His worshippers, in which his obedient subjects are composed of humans, jinn, and birds.
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(Those firm in knowledge say): "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us, and bestow
on us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower” (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 8).

Or do (the disbelievers) have the treasuries of the mercy of your Lord, the Exalted in Might, the Bestower?
(Sad, 38:9).

(Sulayman, Solomon) said, "My Lord, forgive me and bestow on (grant) me a kingdom, which nobody
should have after me. Indeed, You are the Bestower" (Sad, 38: 35).

The trait of Allah, praise to Him, as the One Who bestows on His creations, was mentioned 16 times in the
Holy Quran. It came twice in the imperative form, “hab” (bestow, grant), in the context of believers asking
Him to bestow His mercy on them (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 8), and in Sulayman’s (Solomon’s) request to his Lord to
bestow on him a kingdom which nobody else should have after him (Sad, 38: 35). It also came twice more
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in the present tense form “yahabu” (He bestows), in which Allah, praise to Him, states that He bestows, on
whoever He wills, female or male offspring (Al-Shoora, 42: 49).

The remaining 12 verses contained the past tense verb “wahaba” (bestowed on), in reference to that which
Allah, praise to Him, bestowed on His Messengers and Prophets, pbbht all. Six of these verses mentioned
that Allah, praise to Him, bestowed on Ibrahim his two sons: Isma-il and Is’haq, as well as his grandson
Ya'coob (Al-An’am, 6: 84; Ibrahim, 14: 39; Maryam, 19: 49; Maryam, 19: 50; Al-Anbiya, 21: 72; Al-
‘Ankaboot, 29: 27).

The other six verses mentioned that our Lord, praise to Him, bestowed on Moussa (Moses) wisdom and
made him of His Messengers (Al-Shu’ara, 26; 21), and out of His mercy, He bestowed on him his brother,
Haroon (Aaron), as a Prophet (Maryam, 19: 53). He bestowed on Ayoob (Job) the return of his family and
others to him (Sad, 38: 43), bestowed on Dawood (David) his son Sulayman (Sad, 38: 30), bestowed on
Zakariya his son Ya’hya (John) (Al-Anbiya, 21: 90), and allowed His final Messenger, Muhammed, to marry
a woman believer if she bestows herself to him (Al-A’hzab, 33: 50).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, with it: “Allahumma, Anta "Al-
Wahhab" (O Allah, You are the Bestower), bestow on me good offspring, and make me among those who
will dwell Your Paradise, and guide me to be close to You, through doing good deeds, You are the Most
Merciful.

Al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on his soul, opined that it would be unimaginable that a human being
can reach the rank of “bestowing.” This is because a human can be a bestower if he/she “offers away all of
his/her possessions, including his soul, for the sake of Allah, only. This act should not aim at anything else,
including doing it “to reach the luxury of Paradise, or to avoid the Fire torment, or to gain anything humans
aspire for.”

Thus, nobody should be named as "Al-Wahhab" (the Bestower), with the definite article (Al), as this is a
Good Name of Allah, which refers to His uniqueness in giving away that which nobody else can, without
looking for anything in return. Further, no boy should be called “Wahhab" (Bestower), without the definite
article either, in avoidance of self-praise, which is discouraged, as explained earlier in the Name of “Al-

Qahhar” (the Prevailing Subduer). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Wahhab” (Worshipper of the
Bestower), which is a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by striving to give away purely for the
sake of Allah, praise to Him, not for gaining praise from recipients or for avoiding envy and hatred from
others, in this lower life.

38. Al-Razzaq (pronounced as ar-razzaq): The Provider, the Sustainer Z§UJM

"Al-Razzaq" (the Provider, the Sustainer) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “razaqga,” which
means to provide and to sustain, by giving away freely. It is also an amplified form of the adjectival name
“Raziq,” which shares the same root verb.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Razzaq" is the One Who has created provision and made it available to His
creations, including humans, jinn, animals, insects and plants. He is generous in His sustenance to His
creations, whether they ask Him or not, without looking for a return from them.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran (51: 58). It means that He, praise to Him,
is the Provider and the Sustainer of all of His creations, including the jinn, humans, animals, insects, and
plants.
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Verses 51: 56-58 mention that Allah, praise to Him, has created the jinn and humans for the sole purpose
of worshipping Him. He does not need them to provide for or feed Him. Rather, He provides them with the
provision which satisfies their needs, including food, drinks, clothing, sheltering, and transportation.
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And | have not created the jinn and the humans except to worship Me. (56) | do not want from them any
provision (sustenance), nor do | want them to feed Me. (57) Indeed, it is Allah who is the Provider (the
Sustainer), the Possessor of Power, the Strong (58) (Al-Dhariyat, 51: 56-58).

The root verb “razaga” (to provide, to sustain) is mentioned in its various forms and derivatives122 times,
in the Holy Quran. It was mentioned 37 times in the past tense, as in Al-Ma-ida, 5: 88; 15 times in the
present tense, as in Al-Bagara, 2: 212; 3 times in the future tense, as in Al-‘Haj, 22: 58, 5 times in the
imperative form, as in Al-Ma-ida, 5: 114.
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And eat of what Allah has provided for you, (which is) lawful and good. And avoid (punishment of) Allah,
in whom you are believers (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 88).

And Allah provides for whom He wills, without account (generously) (Al-Bagara, 2: 212).

And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah, then they were killed or died, Allah will provide for them
a good provision. And indeed, it is Allah who is the Best of Providers (Al-‘Haj, 22: 58).

Said ‘Eissa (Jesus), the son of Mary: "O Allah, our Lord, send down to us a table (spread with food) from
the heaven, to be for us a festival, for the first of us and the last of us, and a sign from You. And provide
for us, and You are the Best of Providers (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 114).

*kk

In addition, there are 55 nouns mentioned in the Holy Quran, which are derived from the root verb “razaqa”
(to provide, to sustain), such as in verse, 51: 22. Other derivatives were “razigeen” (providers, sustainers),
which was mentioned once, as a plural adjective, in verse 15: 20; "Al-Razzaq" (the Provider, the
Sustainer)," which was mentioned once, as this Good Name of Allah, in verse 51: 58, and “Khayr Al-
Razigeen” (the Best of Providers, the Best of Sustainers), which was mentioned 5 times, as the following
Good Name of Allah.
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And in the heaven is your provision and whatever you are promised (Al-Dhariyat, 51: 22).

And We have made for you therein means of living and (for) those for whom you are not providers (Al-
‘Hijr, 15: 20).

*k%k

Al-Ghazali pointed to two types of provision. The visible provision includes food, which is necessary to the
body. The invisible provision includes knowledge and inspiration, for the minds and the hearts, which is the
more noble type, as its fruits extend forever while the fruits of the visible type strengthen the body for a
short period of time. Allah, praise to Him, is the Creator and the Giver of both types of provision, but He
“extends provision for whom He wills and is capable (of doing that)” (Al-Ra’'d, 13: 26).

Consequently, applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, to get both types
of provision, saying: “Allahumma, Anta "Al-Razzaq" (O Allah, You are the Provider, the Sustainer), provide
for me and my family from your vast provision, of food, drinks, clothing, shelter, and whatever else my body
needs. “Allahumma, Anta "Al-Razzaq," provide me with useful wisdom and knowledge, guide me to the
right path in that which | say or do, and make me the means to help spread your provisions to your creations,
“ya Razzaq, ya Kareem” (O Provider, O Generous).

Nobody should be named as "Al-Razzaq" (the Provider, the Sustainer), with the definite article (Al), as this
is a Good Name of Allah, which refers to His uniqueness in providing both types of provision for all of His
creations, without looking for anything in return. Nobody else can do that. Further, no boy should be called
“‘Razzaq" (Provider), without the definite article either, in avoidance of self-praise, which is discouraged, as

explained earlier. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Razzaq” (Worshipper of the Provider), which is
a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by helping others to get provision,
through teaching and advising them, as well as helping them getting and keeping their jobs. Believers
should also do their best to earn and spend their wealth through the rightful means (‘halal), which Allah,
praise to Him, allowed. They will be held accountable for that, on the Day of Reckoning, as mentioned in

the ‘Hadith of the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh. 60

39. Khayr Al-Razigeen (pronounced as khairur razigeen): The Best of Providers, The Best of
Sustainers (=214 8

"Khayr Al-Razigeen" (the Best of Providers, the Best of Sustainers) is an adjectival combined name,
composed of two words. The first is “Khayr,” which is a comparative adjective, meaning better and more
beneficial than others. It is derived from the verb “khaara,” which means to prefer, choose, and select. The
second word is “Al-Razigeen" (the Providers, the Sustainers), which is a noun, derived from the verb
“‘razaga” (to provide, to sustain).

As a Good Name of Allah, "Khayr Al-Razigeen" means that He, praise to Him, is the ultimate Provider and
the Sustainer of all of His creations, including the jinn, humans, animals, insects, and plants. In particular,
He is the Best of Providers, in comparison to other providers, such as parents who provide for their children
and governments which provide for their needy populations.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned five times in the Holy Quran, reminding believers that He is the
Best of Providers. It was mentioned in the context of descending the food table on ‘Eissa (Jesus), peace to
him, and his disciples (Al-Ma-ida, 5:114); rewarding those, who are killed or die for the sake of Allah (Al-
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"Haj, 22: 58); assuring the last Messenger, pbbuh, that his reward is going to be by the Best of the Providers,
not by the people (Al-Muminoon, 23: 72); encouraging believers to spend in the sake of Allah (Saba, 34:
39); and discouraging believers from leaving the Prophet alone and going to diversion and trading (Al-
Jumu’a, 62: 11).

35 W5 e U4 &6 oLl s Bl Gile O30 ;,gﬂ\ﬁfud\wmdu
(114 5‘ombd\) Cd 3150 A Cailg

L\S‘)J\j&‘d.m Z\.}jj B

°,

¢ Zall) G5l A gl al G)5TULA G5, ) g8 fG sl \jmadmdwéuﬁuwﬂu

(58 :22

da wo g

(72:23 ¢ Gshaall) G315 A A 5T RA i #1038 A 0A 3l |

GB350 A b 3TARAY 548 er 3 opa Qi LatAD Al ealie Ge sLE Gl (3300 Bl 3 &) &
(39 34 ¢ &)

PSR @5?@‘3\ A A A e L 8Tl & &5 ) | salil \%Jj\ PES 1515 1305
(11 62‘341;1\)0491 53

Said Jesus, the son of Mary, "O Allah, our Lord, send down to us a table (spread with food) from the heaven
to be for us a festival, for the first of us and the last of us, and a sign from You. And provide for us, and You
are the Best of Providers" (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 114).

And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah and then were killed or died - Allah will surely provide for
them a good provision. And indeed, it is Allah who is the Best of Providers (Al-‘Haj, 22: 58).

Or do you, (O Muhammad), ask them for payment? But the reward of your Lord is best, and He the Best
of Providers (Al-Muminoon, 23: 72).

Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends the provision for whom He wills of His worshippers, and He is capable of
(restricting it). And whatever thing you spend (in His cause), He will compensate it; and He is the Best of
Providers" (Saba, 34: 39).

But when they saw a (trading) transaction or a diversion, (O Muhammad), they rushed to it and left you
standing. Say, "What is with Allah is better than diversion and trading (business transactions), and Allah is
the Best of Providers " (Al-dJumu’a, 62: 11).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, to get both types of provision,
saying: “Allahumma, Anta Khayrur Razigeen" (O Allah, You are the Best of Providers, the Best of
Sustainers), provide for me and my family from your vast provision, of food, drinks, clothing, shelter, and
whatever else my body needs.

“‘Allahumma, Anta Khayrur Razigeen," provide me with the useful wisdom and knowledge, guide me to the
right path in what | say or do, and make me the means to help spread your provisions to your creations, ya
Razzaq, ya "Khayrur Razigeen."

Nobody should be named as "Khayrur Razigeen," as this is a compound Good Name of Allah, which refers
to His uniqueness in providing both types of provision for all of His creations, without looking for anything
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in return. Nobody else can do that. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Razzaq,” or “Abdul Raziq”
(Worshipper of the Provider), which is a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to provide for
themselves and their families. They should also help others to get provision, through teaching and advising
them, as well as helping them getting and keeping their jobs.

40. Al-Fatta’h: The Opener, The Judge é&ﬁ\

"Al-Fatta’h" (The Opener, the Judge) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “fata’ha” (to open, to
judge, to guide through revelation, to separate two things, and to support a party against another). It is also
an amplified form of the adjectival name “Fati’h,” which shares the same root verb.

Thus, "Al-Fatta’h" (the Opener, the Judge) is one of the Good Names of Allah, which means that He is the
One Who opens the doors of mercy to humanity through His revealed guidance. He is also the One Who
rules between people with justice on the Day of Judgment, opening a clear path or distinction between right
and wrong. Moreover, He opens doors of provision, knowledge, and power for His worshippers, doors of
mercy for those who repent, and He supports believers in their struggle against tyrants.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in verse 34: 26, in which our Lord, Allah,
praise to Him, tells His Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, to say to the polytheists, who rejected his call to
them, that Allah will bring them together with His Messenger, on the Day of Judgment, to give them the
right judgment they deserve.
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Say: "Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in truth (rightly), as He is the Judge,
the Knowing" (Saba, 34: 26).

The root verb “fata’ha” (to open, to judge) was mentioned in its various forms and derivatives 33 times, in
the Holy Quran. It was mentioned 10 times in the noun form, as in verse 4: 141, in which it came to mean
victory. It was also mentioned 14 times in the past tense, as in verse 2: 78, to mean opening doors of
provision; 6 times in the present tense, as in verse 35: 2, to mean sending down the mercy of Allah on
people; twice in the imperative form, as in verse 7: 89, to mean judging among people; and once in the
adjectival form, as in verse 38: 50, to describe Paradise with its opened doors.
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Those who watch you (with bad intentions). Then if you gain a victory from Allah, they say, "Were we not
with you?" (Al-Nisa, 4: 141).

And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We have believed"; but when they are alone with one
another, they say, "Do you talk to them about what Allah has revealed to you so they can argue with you
about it before your Lord?" Do you not reason? (Al-Baqara, 2: 76).

So, when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We opened to them the doors of every
[good] thing until, when they rejoiced in that which they were given, We seized them suddenly, and they
were (then) in despair (Al-An’am, 6: 44).

Whatever Allah sends down to people of mercy, none can withhold it; and whatever He withholds, none
can release it thereafter. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Fatir, 35: 2).

Our Lord, judge between us and our people in truth, and You are the Best of Judges (Al-A’araf, 7: 89).
Gardens of Eden (perpetual residence), whose doors are opened to them (Sad, 38: 50).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta "Al-
Fatta’h" (O Allah, You are the Opener, the Judge), open for me, my parents, and my family the doors of
Your mercy and the doors of Your everlasting Paradise. Open for me the love of your Book, to learn it, and
to teach it to people. Be my supporter against those who do injustice to me, in this life, and rule between
us with truth, on the Day of Reckoning, Praise to You, You are "Al-Fatta’h, Al-‘Aleem" (the Judge, the
Knowing).

Nobody should be named as "Al-Fatta’h" (the Opener, the Judge), with the definite article (Al), as this is a
Good Name of Allah, which refers to His uniqueness as the One Who opens the doors of mercy and
Paradise, and the One Who is the only Judge, on the Day of Reckoning.

Further, no boy should be called “Fatta’h" (Opener, Judge), without the definite article either, in avoidance

of self-praise, which is discouraged, as explained earlier. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Fatta’h”
(Worshipper of the Opener, the Judge), which is a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to learn and teach
the Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, to people, to be merciful in dealing with them, and to judge among them
with the truth, whether these are members of their families, their relatives, or members of their society, or
any other human beings wherever they are.

41. Khayr Al-Fati’heen (pronounced as Khayrul Fati’heen): The Best of Openers, The Best of
% [ \ 0%

Judges (adldl) ua

"Khayrul Fat’heen" (The Best of Opener, the Best of Judges) is an adjectival compound name, composed
of two words. The first is “Khayr,” which is a comparative adjective, meaning better and more beneficial
than others. It is derived from the verb “khaara,” which means to prefer, choose, and select.

The second word is “Al-Fati’heen” (The Best of Opener, the Best of Judges), which is a noun, derived from
the root verb “fata’ha,” meaning to open, to judge, to guide through revelation, to separate two things, and
to support a party against another.
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As a Good Name of Allah, "Khayrul Fat’heen" means that He, praise to Him, is the Best of Openers and
the Best of Judges, if compared with anyone of His creations, because of His uniqueness in opening the
doors of mercy to humanity through His revealed guidance. He is also the One Who rules between people
with justice on the Day of Judgment, opening a clear path or distinction between right and wrong. Moreover,
He opens doors of provision, knowledge, and power for His worshippers, doors of mercy for those who
repent, and He supports believers in their struggle against tyrants.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in verse 7: 89, which told us about the
verbal exchange between Prophet Shu’ayb, peace be to him, and the arrogant disbelievers among his
people, who threatened to drive him and other believers out of their village if they do not stop believing in
Allah (7:88). He answered them that he would not do that. Then, he supplicated to Allah, to rule between
the believers and the disbelievers with the truth, as He, praise to Him, is the Best of Judges (7: 88).
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Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people, "We will surely evict you, O Shu'ayb, and
those who have believed with you from our village, or you return to our religion." He said, "Even if we were
unwilling?" (Al-A’araf, 7: 88).

We would have invented against Allah a lie if we returned to your religion after Allah had saved us from it.
And it is not for us to return to it, unless Allah, our Lord, wills (for us to do that). Our Lord has encompassed
everything in knowledge. Upon Allah we have relied. Our Lord, judge (rule, decide) between us and our
people in truth, and You are the Best of Judges." (Al-A’araf, 7: 89).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
"Khayrul Fati’heen" (O Allah, You are the Best of Openers, the Best of Judges), open for me, my parents,
and my family the doors of Your mercy and the doors of Your everlasting Paradise. Open for me the love
of your Book, to learn it, and to teach it to people. Be my supporter against those who do injustice to me, in
this life, and rule between us with truth, on the Day of Reckoning, Praise to You, You are "Khayrul Fati’heen"

Nobody should be named as "Khayrul Fati'heen" (the Best of Openers, the Best of Judges), as this is a
compound Good Name of Allah, which refers to His uniqueness as the One Who opens the doors of mercy
and Paradise, and the One Who is the only Judge, on the Day of Reckoning. However, a boy can be named
as “Abdul Fatta’h” (Worshipper of the Opener, the Judge), which is a recognition of his worship to his
Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to learn and teach
the Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, to people, to be merciful in dealing with them, and to judge among them
with the truth, whether these are members of their families, their relatives, or members of their society, or
any other human beings wherever they are.

42. Al-'Aleem (pronounced in many cases as Al-‘Aleemu): The Knowing, The Knowledgeable, The
Omniscient }é,-.éﬂ\

"Al-'Aleem" (The Knowing, the Knowledgeable, the Omniscient) is an adjectival name, derived from the root
verb “’alima” (to know, get acquainted with, realize, feel, ascertain). It is also an amplified form of “ ‘Aalim”

“ ¢
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and shares the same root verb with three other adjectival names. These are 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi (the Knower
of the Unknown), ‘Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada (Knower of the Unknown and the Known), and 'Allam
Al-Ghiyoob (Knower of the Unknowns).

As one of the Good Names of Allah, "Al-'Aleem" (The Knowing, the Knowledgeable) means that Allah,
praise to Him, Knows everything. While the knowledge of His most intelligent creations (angels, jinn, and
humans) is limited, His knowledge is limitless. He knows the past, present, future, and that which has not

been, as mentioned in the Holy Quran and the ‘Hadiths of the Prophet, pbbuh. 61

This Good Name of Allah, "Al-'Aleem" was mentioned 32 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article
(Al), together with another Good Name of His, in each verse. It came 15 times with “Al-Samee’u” (the
Hearer), 6 times with “Al-‘Hakeem” (the Wise), 6 more times with “Al-‘Azeez” (the Exalted in Might), twice
with “Al-Khallag” (the Creative Creator), once with each of “Al-Fattah” (the Opener, the Judge), “Al-Qadeer”
(the Inherently Capable), and “Al-Khabeer” (the Expert), as in the following examples:
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Say: “Do you worship, besides Allah, what has no (power to) harm or benefit you?” But Allah is the Hearer,
the Knower (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 76).

(The angels) said: "Exalted are You, we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, You
are the Knowing, the Wise" (Al-Baqara, 2: 32).

(Allah is) the cleaver of the daybreak and has made the night for rest and the sun and moon for calculation.
That is the determination of the Exalted in Might, the Knowing (Al-An’am, 6: 96).

And We have not created the heavens and earth and that between them except in truth. And indeed, the
Hour is coming. So, forgive with gracious forgiveness. (85) Indeed, your Lord - He is the Creative and
Constant Creator, the Knowing (86) (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 85-86).
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Say: "You will not be asked about what we committed, and we will not be asked about what you do." (25)
Say: "Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in truth. And He is the Judge, the
Knowing" (26) (Saba, 34: 25-26).

Allah is the One Who created you from weakness, then made after weakness strength, then made after
strength weakness and white hair. He creates what He wills, and He is the Knowing, the Inherently
Capable (Al-Room, 30: 54).

And (remember) when the Prophet confided to one of his wives a statement; and when she informed
(another) of it and Allah showed it to him, he made known part of it and ignored a part. And when he
informed her about it, she said: "Who told you this?" He said: "the Knowing, the Expert informed me” (Al-
Ta’hreem, 66: 3).

*k%k

By looking at the above verses, in which the Name of “Al-‘Aleem” came with the definite article (Al), we
learn many meanings related to it. Allah, praise to Him, is the Knowing, Who knows everything, because
He is the God, Who created everything, including the heavens, the Earth, that which is between them, and
those who inhabit them. He knows that humans are created weak in the womb, then they become strong
after birth, and they return back to their weakness before death. He knows the sins people commit as well
as their good deeds, that which they say, and that which they talk secretly to each other. He knows who
among people sleeps and taught angels that which angels knew. With His knowledge, He is capable of
granting children even to infertile women. He is knowledgeable of the movement of the sun and the moon,
and the benefits humans get from that movement. He knows the Book, which He descended as His
guidance to humanity, and the parts of the Scriptures on which Children of Israel disputed among each
other. He hears and knows the supplications of His worshippers and that which He answers them with. He
knows the circumstances of each of His creations. So, He showers them with His mercy, wise decrees, and

provision. 62

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Aleem” (the Knowing, the Knowledgeable) was also mentioned in the Holy
Quran, without the definite article (Al), and sometimes together another Good Name of His. Thus, Allah,
praise to Him, is Knowing (Knowledgeable) of everything. He knows what is in people’s hearts, of what they
say and do. He is Vast in His knowledge, which encompasses His vast dominion. He is Knowing of the
grateful among His worshippers, Hearer of what they say, Forbearing of them. He is also Knowing, as
reflected in His great wisdom, expertise, and precision decrees of what was, is, will be, and what has not

been.63

More meanings can be learned about this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Aleem,” from the contexts of verses,
which contain the past-tense verb “ ‘alima” (knew) and the present-tense verb “ya’lamu” (knows). Thus,
Allah, praise to Him, knows that which people hide, show, disguise, keep in their decision-making part of
the mind (self), and their whispering about it. He knows what is in their hearts, their secrets,
announcements, and what their cheating eyes hide. He knows people’s deeds and actions, as well as their
indecisions and decisions. He knows what they did not and do not know, the corrupt and the good among
them, that which they spend, pledge to spend, and that which they earned rightly or wrongly.

He knows the ultimate destination of every stepping creature. He has the keys of the unknown, which His
creations do know about. He knows that which is on the land and in the sea, every falling leaf, or
underground seed, the soft and the solid, all recorded in a clear Book. He knows His enemies and enemies
of the believers. He knows that some people are liars, so are the hypocrites among them. He knows that
which females carry, and how the wombs expand and contract. He has the knowledge about the Hour (the
beginning of the Last Day). He knows what each person will earn in the future, and where he/she will die.
He knows that which goes in earth, comes out of it, descends from the sky, and flies up, limping (ya’ruj), in
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it. He knows the early generations of people and the last ones as well as that which is in the heavens and
the Earth, and He is the only One Who knows His soldiers.

Further, Allah, praise to Him, knows that which angels did and do, while they do not know anything of His
knowledge except that which He allows them. He taught His Messengers and Prophets, peace be upon
them all, that which they did not know. He taught Yousuf (Joseph) how to interpret dreams; Al-Khadir:
knowledge unknown to other people; Dawood (David): how to make shields; Sulayman: the meaning of bird
utterances; the Messiah Jesus: The Book, wisdom, Torah, and Engeel (New Testament); and Muhammed:
The Holy Quran, his night prayer, and that which he did not know. He is the only One Who knows the
ultimate interpretation of the Holy Quran. He taught humans how to speak and how to write, as well as that
which they did not know. He knows that some humans may not be able to perform prayers at night, because
of sickness, or hard work during the day, or as a result of fighting for the sake of Allah. Therefore, recitation

of what they can from the Holy Quran is acceptable from them. 64

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
‘Aleem"” (O Allah, You are the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), of me and of all of Your creations. Have mercy
on me, my family, and your worshippers, and guide us to the right path. | ask You to increase my useful
knowledge, with which | get closer to You, through using it in what | say, do, and teach it to people. "... My
Lord, expand for me my chest (put my heart at peace) (25) And ease for me my task (26) And untie the
knot from my tongue (27) So, they can understand my speech (28) (Ta-Ha, 20: 25-28). You are the
Knowing, the Knowledgeable of Your creations, praise to You.

Nobody should be named as "Al-‘Aleem" (the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), with the definite article (Al),
as this is a Good Name of Allah, which refers to His uniqueness as the One Whose ultimate knowledge
encompasses His vast dominion, and Whose creations are incapable of knowing it.

Further, no boy should be called " ‘Aleem" (Knowing, Knowledgeable), without the definite article either, in
avoidance of self-praise, which is discouraged, as explained earlier. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul ‘Aleem” (Worshipper of the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), which is a recognition of his worship to
his Creator.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to learn that which
is beneficial and good, particularly the Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, and the Sunna of His Final Messenger,
Muhammed, pbbuh. They should teach them to people, starting with those close to him/her, to help them
know their Creator, praise to Him, Who wants the best for them, in this life and in the hereafter.

43. 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi (pronounced as 'aalimul ghaybi): Knower of the Unknown ‘-‘,-.ﬂd\ éél-b

"'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi" (Knower of the Unknown) is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is " 'Aalimu,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb root verb “ ’alima,” meaning to
know, get acquainted with, realize, feel, ascertain. The second word is “Al-Ghayb,” which is a noun, derived
from the verb “ghaba,” meaning to hide and shield from realization and senses, particularly eyes and sights.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, " 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi" means that He, praise to Him, knows that which is
unknown to His creations, including what has been hidden and shielded from their realization, and from
what their senses can reach. He knows what is in the heavens and the Earth, as well as, what people think
about, say, and do secretly. Nobody can know that except Him. He knows everything. While the knowledge
of His most intelligent creations (angels, jinn, and humans) is limited, His knowledge is limitless. He knows
the past, present, future, and that which has not been, as mentioned before in the Name of “Al-‘Aleem.”

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned three times in the Holy Quran. It came in verse 34: 3
in the reference to the knowledge of Allah, praise to Him, of the unknown. This came in the context of His
reply to the disbelievers who questioned the coming of the Hour (which ushers the Last Day). He confirmed
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its coming, adding that He knows everything in the heavens and the Earth, no matter how much small it is,
as this is recorded in a Clear Book.

It also came in verse 35: 38, which mentioned His knowledge of what is in people’s hearts. In verse 72: 26,
we learn that Allah, praise to Him, does not allow His knowledge of the unknown to be known to anyone
else, except for whoever He approves of His messengers. Even these, He sends observers before and
after them, to record their deeds and what comes out as a result.
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But those who disbelieve say, "The Hour will not come to us." Say, "Yes, by my Lord, it will surely come to
you. (Allah is) Knower of the unseen."” Not absent from Him is an atom's weight within the heavens or within
the earth, or (what is) smaller than that or greater, (all are recorded) in a clear register (Saba, 34: 3).

Indeed, Allah is Knower of the unknown of the heavens and Earth. Indeed, He is Knowing of that within the
chests (hearts) (Fatir, 35: 38).

(He is) Knower of the unknown, and He does not disclose His (knowledge of the) unknown to anyone (26),
except whom He has approved of messengers, He sends before each messenger and behind him
observers (27), so he may know that they have conveyed the messages of their Lord, and He has
encompassed whatever is with them, and has enumerated all things in number (28) (Al-Jinn, 72: 26).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta "
'‘Aalimu Al-Ghaybi" (O Allah, You are Knower of the Unknown), You know of me and of all of Your creations.
Have mercy on me, my family, and your worshippers, and guide us to the right path.

Nobody should be named with this compound Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness in knowing
that which His creations do not know and are incapable of knowing. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul ‘Aleem” (Worshipper of the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), which is a recognition of his worship to
his Creator. This compound Good Name of Allah should not be divided into “ ‘Alim” or “Al-Ghayb,”
separately. Rather, it should be kept whole, as " 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi," in referring to Allah, praise to Him.

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to be guided by the
Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, and the Sunna of His Final Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, in what they
say and do. They should not worry about the unknown future, as only Allah, praise to Him, is 'Aalimu Al-
Ghaybi" (Knower of the Unknown), and Lord of the Worlds.

44. 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada (pronounced as 'aalimul ghaybi wash shahada):

Knower of the Unknown and the Known  53lg-] &-\w\ 931-9

" 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada" (Knower of the Unknown and the Known) is an adjectival name,
composed of three words. The first is " 'Aalimu,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb root
verb “ ’alima,” meaning to know, get acquainted with, realize, feel, ascertain. The second word is “Al-
Ghayb,” which is a noun, derived from the verb “ghaba,” meaning to hide and shield from realization and
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senses, particularly eyes and sights. The third word is “Al-Shahada,” which is a noun, derived from the verb
“shahida,” meaning to know or reach, through senses or tools, and as a result to realize, ascertain, and
judge. It also means acknowledgement and giving a testimony of what is known.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, " 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada" means that He, praise to Him, knows
that which is unknown and known to His creations, including what has been hidden and shielded from their
realization, and from what their senses can reach. He knows what is in the heavens and the Earth, as well
as, what people think about, say and do secretly, or openly. Nobody can know that except Him. He knows
everything. While the knowledge of His most intelligent creations (angels, jinn, and humans) is limited, His
knowledge is limitless. He knows the past, present, future, and that which has not been, as mentioned
before in the Name of “Al-‘Aleem.” Moreover, Allah, praise to Him, knows that which is known to His
creations, including what they see, realize, know, think about, do secretly or openly, and what they can and
cannot do.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned ten times in the Holy Quran. It came in the reference to the timing
of the blowing of the trumpet and its resulting horrors (Al-An’am, 6: 73); to His knowledge of those who
were apologetic of not going out with the Messenger, pbbuh (Al-Tawba, 9: 94); of people’s deeds (Al-
Tawba, 9: 105); of how everything is proportioned, what every female carries, and whether wombs will add
fetuses or not (Al-Ra’d, 13: 9-8).

Moreover, “He arranges (each) matter from the heaven to the earth; then it will ascend to Him in a Day, the
extent of which is a thousand years of those which (people on Earth) count” (Al-Sajda, 32: 5-6). He is the
Originator of the heavens and the Earth, the Judge among His creations, on the Day of Reckoning (Al-
Zumar, 39: 46). He knows what His creations know and do not know (Al-‘Hashr, 59: 22). He will tell them
what they used to do during their lower life (Al-dJumu’a, 62: 8); and He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise (Al-
Taghabun, 64: 18). He “has not taken any son, nor has there ever been with Him any deity. (If there had
been), then each deity would have taken what it created, and some of them would have sought to overcome
others” (Al-Muminoon, 23: 91-92).
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And it is He who created the heavens and earth in truth. And the day He says, "Be," and it is. His word is
the truth. And His is the dominion (on) the Day the Horn is blown. (He is) Knower of the unknown and
the known; and He is the Wise, the Acquainted (Al-An’am, 6: 73).

And say, "Do (as you will), for Allah will see your deeds, and (so, will) His Messenger and the believers.
And you will be returned to the Knower of the unknown and the known, and He will inform you of what
you used to do" (Al-Tawba, 9: 105).

Say, "O Allah, First Creator of the heavens and the Earth, Knower of the unknown and the known, You
will judge between your worshippers over which they used to differ" (Al-Zumar, 39: 46).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta "
'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada" (O Allah, You are Knower of the Unknown and the Known), You know



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 93

of me and of all of Your creations. Have mercy on me, my family, and your worshippers, and guide us to
the right path.

Nobody should be named with this compound Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness in knowing
that which His creations do not know and are incapable of knowing. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul ‘Aleem” (Worshipper of the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), which is a recognition of his worship to
his Creator. Furthermore, this is a compound Name, which should not be divided, such as referring to Allah,
praise to Him, as “ ‘Alim” only. Rather, it should be kept whole, as " 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada."

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to be guided by the
Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, and the Sunna of His Final Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, in what they
say and do. They should not worry about the unknown future, as Allah, praise to Him, alone is 'Aalimu Al-
Ghaybi wa Al-Shahada" (Knower of the Unknown and the Known), and Lord of the Worlds.

45. 'Allam Al-Ghuyoob (pronounced as 'allamul ghuyoob): Knower of the Unknowns Eﬁjj-}m eﬂb

"'Allam Al-Ghuyoob” (Knower of the Unknowns) is an adjectival name, composed of two words. The first is
“Allam” (Knower), which is derived from the root verb “ ’alima,” meaning to know, get acquainted with,
realize, feel, and ascertain. The second word, "Al-Ghuyoob” (the Unknowns), is a noun, which is derived
from the verb “ghaba,” meaning to disappear, go away, and to be shielded from senses and realizations.

This Good Name of Allah means that He, praise to Him, is the Lord of the Worlds, who knows the unknowns
of His vast dominion, including what happened, is happening, and will happen in it. He knows that which is
encompassed in the worlds of heavens, Earth, other Earth-like planets, the Chair, and the Throne, as well
as what and who are in there. While He knows what is shielded from the senses and realizations of His
creations, they may not know, except what He made them capable of knowing or reaching, in their own
worlds.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned four times in the Holy Quran. It came in the reference to His
knowledge of what His messengers could not know during their lower life and what happened after their
death (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 109); of what ‘Eissa (Jesus), peace be upon him, thought about, and what he said to
people before being lifted to heavens (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 116); of people’s secrets and their private
conversations, as well as of the hypocrites who break their promises to Allah (Al-Tawba, 9: 75-78); and of
those who disbelieve in the truth revealed to the final Prophet and Messenger of Allah (Saba, 34: 47-48).
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(Be warned of) the Day when Allah will assemble the messengers and say: "What was the response you
received?" They will say, "We have no knowledge. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the Unknown" (Al-
Ma-ida, 5: 109).

And when Allah said: "O ‘Eissa (Jesus), Son of Maryam, did you say to the people: 'Take me and my
mother as deities instead of Allah?™ He said: "Exalted are You! It was not for me to say that, to which |
have no right. If | had said it, You would have known it. You know what is within myself, and | do not know
what is within Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the Unknown (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 116).

And among the (hypocrites) are those who made a covenant with Allah, (saying): "If He gives us from His
bounty, we will surely give away charity, and we will surely be among the righteous." (75) But when He
gave them from His bounty, they became stingy with it, and turned away in refusal. (76) So, He penalized
them with hypocrisy in their hearts until the Day they will meet Him, because they did not deliver to Allah
what they promised Him, and because they used to lie. (77) Did they not know that Allah knows their
secrets and their private conversations, and that Allah is the Knower of the Unknown? (78) (Al-Tawba,
9: 75-78).

Say: "Whatever payment | might have asked of you, it is yours. My payment is only from Allah, and He is,
over all things, Witness." (47) Say: "Indeed, my Lord projects the truth, Knower of the Unknown." (48)
(Saba, 34: 47-48).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta "
'‘Allam Al-Ghuyoob (O Allah, You are Knower of the Unknowns), You know of me and of all of Your creations.
Have mercy on me, my family, and your worshippers, and guide us to the right path.

Nobody should be named with this compound Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness in knowing
that which His creations do not know and are incapable of knowing, in His vast dominion. However, a boy
can be named as “Abdul ‘Aleem” (Worshipper of the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), which is a recognition
of his worship to his Creator. Furthermore, it is a compound Name, which should not be divided, such as
referring to Allah, praise to Him, as “ ‘Allam” only. Rather, it should be kept whole, as "Allam Al-Ghuyoob.”

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to be guided by the
Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, and the Sunna of His Final Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, in what they
say and do. They should not worry about the unknown future, as Allah, praise to Him, alone is 'Allam Al-
Ghuyoob (Knower of the Unknowns), and Lord of the Worlds.

46. Wasi'un ‘Aleem: Vast (Encompassing), Knowing ;,-.‘k' &-ﬂ‘:s

"Wasi'un ‘Aleem” is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words. The firstis “Wasi’'u” (Wasi’un),
which is an adjectival name, meaning “Vast” (Encompassing). It is derived from the verb “wasi’a,” which
means to be vast, to be much, and to encompass something. The second word is “Aleem" (‘Aleemun),
which is also an adjectival name, derived from the verb “alima,” meaning to know, get acquainted with,
realize, feel, and ascertain.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, “Wasi'un ‘Aleem” means that the knowledge of Allah, praise to Him, is so
great that it encompasses His vast dominion. This includes

the heavens, the Earth-like planets, His Chair, His Throne, as well as whatever and whoever are therein
(Al-Baqara, 2: 255).
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Allah! There is no (other) God but He, the Eternally Living, the Maintainer (in charge of all things). Neither
slumber nor sleep seizes Him. His is whatsoever in the Heavens and the Earth. Who is that who intercedes
in His presence except by His permission? (Nobody does). He knows what is between their hands and
what is behind them. And they do not surround a thing of His knowledge except whatever He wills. His
Chair encompasses the heavens and the Earth, and it does not fatigue Him to preserve both of them (the
Heavens and the Earth), and He is the High, the Great (Al-Bagara, 2: 255).

This compound Good Name of Allah, “Wasi’'un ‘Aleem” (Vast, Encompassing, Knowing), was mentioned
seven times in the Holy Quran. It came in reference to the vastness of God’s knowledge, which
encompasses the east and the west (Al-Baqara, 2: 115); to His knowledge of the capabilities of His
creations, in reference to His choice of Taloot (Saul) to be a king (Al-Baqara, 2: 247); His knowledge of the
multiplying effects of good deeds, and His encouragement for doing such deeds, by promising His
worshippers with multiple rewards (Al-Bagara, 2: 261); His knowledge that Al-Shaytan (Satan) scares
people of poverty if they spend in the sake of Allah. However, Allah encourages them to spend in His sake,
promising that He will give them of His bounty (grace) if they do so (Al-Bagara, 2: 268); His knowledge that
His Book guides believers and helps them in their arguments with disbelievers (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 73); His
knowledge that some of the believers may revert from their religion, but when this happens, He will replace
them with other believers, whom He loves, and who love Him (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 54); and of His command of
marriage as a general rule, whether people are poor or rich, as marriage has great benefits to individuals
and societies alike (Al-Noor, 24: 32).
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And to Allah belongs the sunrise (east) and the sunset (west). So, wherever you (may) turn, there is the
Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Vast (Encompassing), Knowing (Al-Baqara, 2: 115).

And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, Allah has sent to you Saul as a king." They said, "How can he
have kingship over us while we are more worthy of kingship than him and he has not been given any
measure of wealth?" He said, "Indeed, Allah has chosen him over you and has increased him abundantly
in knowledge and stature. And Allah gives His sovereignty to whom He wills. And Allah is Vast
(Encompassing), Knowing " (Al-Bagara, 2: 247).

The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed (of grain), which grows
seven spikes, in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies (His reward) for whom He wills. And
Allah is Vast (Encompassing), Knowing (Al-Baqgara, 2: 261).

The Shaytan (Satan) threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while Allah promises you
forgiveness from Him and bounty (favors). And Allah is Vast (Encompassing), Knowing (Al-Baqara, 2:
268).

And do not trust except those who follow your religion." Say: "Indeed, the (true) guidance is the guidance
of Allah. (Do you fear) lest someone be given (knowledge) like you were given or that they would (thereby)
argue with you before your Lord?" Say: "Indeed, (all) bounty (favors) is in the hand of Allah, He grants it to
whom He wills. And Allah is Vast (Encompassing), Knowing " (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 73).

O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his religion, Allah will bring forth (in their place)
a people He will love and who will love Him, (who are) humble toward the believers, powerful against the
disbelievers. They strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the blame of a blamer (critic). That is the
bounty (favor) of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is Vast (Encompassing), Knowing
(Al-Ma-ida, 5: 54).

And marry the unmarried among you and the righteous among your male slaves and female slaves. If they
should be poor, Allah will enrich them from His bounty (favors), and Allah is Vast (Encompassing),
Knowing (Al-Noor, 24: 32).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
Wasi'un ‘Aleem.” (O, Allah, You are Vast in Knowledge and favors to Your creations). | am asking You to
give me of Your Vast bounty, and to enable me to increase my knowledge about You.

Nobody should be named with this compound Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness in His
ultimate knowledge and limitless bounty. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Aleem” (Worshipper of
the Knowing, the Knowledgeable), as it represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. Furthermore,

it is a compound Name, which should not be divided, such as referring to Allah, praise to Him, as “ Wasi'u
(Wasi’'un) only. Rather, it should be kept whole, as "Wasi’'un ‘Aleem.”

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to gain as much as
they can of the useful knowledge, and to be guided by the Book of Allah, the Holy Quran, and the Sunna
of His Final Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, in what they say and do. They should also be as merciful and
forgiving as they can, in dealing with people, for knowing their weaknesses and the limitations of their
capabilities.

47. Al-Mu’heet: The Surrounding and Encompassing, in His Knowledge and Power -E..,-‘&m

“‘Al-Mu’heet” (The Surrounding and Encompassing, in His Knowledge and Power) is an adjectival name,
derived from the verb “a’hata” (to notice, know, realize, and comprehend something totally, from all of its
aspects). It also means “to surround and encompass something physically.”
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As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Mu’heet” means that Allah, praise to Him, has noticed, known, realized, and
totally comprehended everything, because He is the Creator of all things. He knows what was, is, and will
be. Nothing can hide from His knowledge and reach, as He is over all of His creations, including His Throne,

Chair, heavens, and Earth-like planets. 65

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 8 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It came
in verse 19 of Surat A-Bagara (Chapter 2), meaning that disbelievers cannot escape God’s punishment,
which surrounds them. In the remaining 7 times, it came to refer to God’s total knowledge of what
disbelievers say and do.

He knows what pleases and upsets disbelievers, and what they plot against believers (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 120).
He knows what those who betray themselves say at night, in disobedience to Allah, while they say
something different in front of people (Al-Nisa, 4: 108). He totally comprehends what is in heavens and in
Earth (Al-Nisa, 4: 126). He certainly knew that disbelievers came out of Makkah to fight Muslims in Badr,
as a show-off, and with the intent to avert people from the path of Allah (Al-Anfal, 8: 47). He totally knew
what the people of Prophet Shu’ayb, peace be upon him, used to do, including their corruption and cheating
in business transactions (Hood, 11: 92). He is encompassing in His knowledge that disbelievers are in
doubt of meeting their Lord (Fussilat, 41: 54), and that they disbelieve of the hereafter (Al-Burooj, 85: 19-
20).
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Or (itis, like a rainstorm from the sky within which is darkness, thunder, and lightning. They put their fingers
in their ears (so, they may not hear) the thunderclaps, in dread of death, but Allah is Surrounding
(Encompassing) of the disbelievers (Al-Baqara, 2: 19).
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If something good happens to you, it upsets them; but if something bad befalls you, they rejoice at it. But if
you persevere and maintain righteousness, their ill wishes will not harm you at all. Allah, of what they do,
is Encompassing in His Knowledge (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 120).

They conceal (their evil intentions and deeds) from the people, but they cannot conceal (them) from Allah,
and He is with them (in His knowledge)] when they spend the night in (saying) that which He does not
accept of speech. And ever is Allah, of what they do, Encompassing in His Knowledge (Al-Nisa, 4: 108).

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the Earth. And ever is Allah, of
everything, Encompassing in His Knowledge (Al-Nisa, 4: 126).

And do not be like those who came forth from their homes insolently and to be seen by people and
(intending to) avert (them) from the way of Allah. And Allah, of what they do, is Encompassing in His
Knowledge (Al-Anfal, 8: 47).

(Shu’ayb) said, "O my people, is my family more respected for power by you than Allah? And you put Him
behind your backs (in neglect). Indeed, my Lord is, of what you do, Encompassing in His Knowledge
(Hood, 11: 92).

Unquestionably, they are in doubt about the meeting with their Lord. Unquestionably He is, of everything,
Encompassing in His Knowledge (Fussilat, 41: 54).

In fact, those who disbelieve are in denial. (19) And Allah is, from behind them, Encompassing (20) (Al-
Burooj, 85: 19-20).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
“Mu’heet” (O, Allah, You are the Encompassing in Knowledge) of all that you created. Save me, my family,
and your worshippers from falling into any wrongdoing, and guide us to the right path.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness in His Encompassing
knowledge, which includes all of His creations. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Mu’heet’
(Worshipper of the Encompassing in His Knowledgeable), as this name represents a recognition of his
worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to gain as much as
they can of the useful knowledge, which benefits them during this life and in the hereafter. Nevertheless,
they need to be humble, as no matter how much knowledge they may gain, it is so minuscule in comparison
with the encompassing knowledge of Allah, praise to Him.

48. Al-Samee'u (pronounced as as-samee'u): The Hearer, The All-Hearing &.\-;‘L‘M

(1)

"Al-Samee'u" (the All-Hearing, the Hearer) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “sami’a” (to hear,
listen, know, and comprehend through sound). As a Good Name of Allah, it means the One who Hears all
things, everywhere in His vast dominion, including what people say, whether it was whispering or spoken
loudly, and whether it is a supplication by a believer, or a disobedience uttered by a disbeliever.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 19 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). In 15
times of them, it was mentioned with another Good Name of Allah, "Al-"Aleem" (the Knowing) which means
that Allah, praise to Him, knows what happens to His creations by listening to them. In the remaining 4
times, it came with a third Good Name of Allah, “Al-Baseer," (the Seer) which means that Allah knows
what happens to His creations by listening to them, and by seeing them.
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And (mention) when Ibrahim (Abraham) was raising the foundations of the House, and (with him) Isma-il
(Ishmael), (saying): "Our Lord, accept (this) from us. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing (Al-
Baqara, 2: 127).

Exalted is He, who took His worshipper by night, from Al-Masjid Al-‘Haram to Al-Masjid Al-Agsa, whose
surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Seeing (Al-
Isra, 17: 1).

The Good Name of Allah, “Al-Samee’u” was mentioned together with another Good Name of Allah, “Al-
‘Aleem,” in the context of the supplication uttered by Ibrahim (Abraham) and his son, Isma-il (Ishmael),
peace be upon them, while they were rebuilding Al-Ka’'ba. It was also mentioned with what people say,
whether they are believers or disbelievers; with what the wife of ‘Imran said about her daughter, Maryam;
with the claim that Allah is a third of three, by those who worship ‘Essa (Jesus), peace be upon him, while
he is not capable of benefiting or harming them; with mentioning God’s creations, in their movements and
their pauses; with the completion of His Word to humanity, which nobody can change; with His command
to believers to incline towards peace if their enemies incline towards it; with assuring His Messenger, peace
and blessings be upon him, not to be sad of what the disbelievers say; with answering Yousuf's (Joseph'’s),
peace be upon him, supplication to shield him of the Court women'’s plotting against him; with the knowledge
of Allah of what is said in the heavens and the Earth; with what the Prophet, pbbuh, says while standing
and prostrating, in his prayers; with the glad tidings to believers, who look for meeting their Lord, that they
will have great rewards; with His provision, praise to Him, to people and other living beings; with turning to
Allah for protection from the whispering of the Shaytan; and with descending the Holy Quran, at the Night
of Decree (Laylatul Qadr), as a mercy to the worlds.

The Good Name of Allah, “Al-Samee’u” was also mentioned together with a third Good Name of Allah, “Al-
Baseer,” in the context of taking His Messenger, pbbuh, in a night journey, from Al-Masjid Al-‘Haram in
Makkah, to Al-Masjid Al-Agsa in Baytul Maqdis; with mentioning that Allah, praise to Him: “judges with truth,
while those, they (the disbelievers) invoke besides Him, do not judge with anything”; with seeking refuge
with Allah, when hearing “those who dispute the signs of Allah without (any) authority having come to them?”;
and with mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, is the “Creator of the heavens and the Earth, Who has made
for you from yourselves, mates, and among the cattle, mates; He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing

like unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.” 66

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 26 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). In
17 times of them, it was mentioned with another Good Name of Allah, “ ‘Aleem” (Knowing, Knowledgeable).
This means that Allah, praise to Him, knows what happens to His creations by hearing them. In 6 times, it
came with a third Good Name of Allah, “Baseer” (Seer, All-Seeing), which means that He knows what
happens to His creations by hearing and seeing them. Further, it came once with a fourth Good Name of
Allah, “Qareeb” (Near, Close), which means that He is close to His creations, and consequently capable of
hearing them, even if they whisper. Moreover, it came twice as a description of Allah, praise to Him, as
“Hearer of Supplication,” to encourage His worshippers to call on Him.
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Then, whoever alters the bequest after he has heard it, the sin is only upon those who have altered it.
Indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing (Al-Bagara, 2: 181).

Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due; and when you judge between
people, to judge with justice. Excellent is that which Allah preaches you with. Indeed, Allah is ever
Hearing and Seeing (Al-Nisa, 4: 58).

Say, "If | went astray (err), | would only go astray (err) against myself. But if | am guided, it is by what my
Lord reveals to me. Indeed, He is Hearing and Near" (Saba, 34: 50).

At that (moment), Zakariya (Zechariah) called upon his Lord. He said: "My Lord, grant me from Yourself a
good offspring. Indeed, You are Hearing of supplication" (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 38).

Allah, praise to Him, was mentioned as "Hearing, Knowing" in the context of mentioning Him as Hearing
of what a person says as his/her will, at the moments of death. He knows whether those who heard it
observe the will or change it. These two Good Names of Allah were also mentioned together with the
command of Allah to believers to be righteous, to do good deeds, and to mediate for reconciliation among
people; with divorce proceedings; with fighting for the sake of Allah; with the rule that there is no compulsion
in religion; with mentioning that members of the family of ‘Imran were descendants of the family of Ibrahim
(Abraham), and both of them were descendants of the family of Noo’h (Noah) and Adam, peace be upon
all of them; with mentioning preparations for the battle of U’hud by the Prophet, pbbuh, and the believers;
with the statement that “Allah does not like the public mention of evil, except by one who has been wronged.”

Further, these two Good Names of Allah were mentioned with taking refuge with Allah, at the whispering of
the Shaytan; with mentioning that Allah supported believers in their fighting against disbelievers in the battle
of Badr; with mentioning the positions of the believers and disbelievers before the battle; with mentioning
that “Allah would not change a favor, which He had bestowed upon a people, until they change what is
within themselves” ; with mentioning that among the Bedouins were some who considered what they spent
as a loss, and were waiting for misfortunes to befall on believers; with mentioning that giving charity purifies
believers and prayer gives them peace and assurance; with the warning for believers not to follow footsteps
of the Shaytan; with the relaxation of clothes rules for elderly women, who are no longer candidates for
marriage; and with advising believers not to put their opinions before the commands of Allah and the

teachings of His Messenger.67

Mentioning Allah, praise to Him, as “Hearing, Seer” came with His command to believers to “render trusts
to whom they are due and ... to judge with justice” ; with mentioning that Allah has the rewards of this life
and in the hereafter; that He “causes the night to enter the day and causes the day to enter the night” ; that
He “chooses from the angels messengers and from the people” ; that the creation and resurrection of
humans is easy on Allah, just like doing that to a single soul ; with His saying: “Allah has heard the speech
of the one who argues with you, (O Muhammad), concerning her husband and directs her complaint to
Allah. And Allah hears your dialogue” ; with His saying: "Say: If | should err, | would only err against myself.
But if | am guided, it is by what my Lord reveals to me.” Allah, praise to Him, was also mentioned as “Hearer
of Supplication,” when “Zakariya (Zechariah) called upon his Lord, saying, "My Lord, grant me from Yourself
a good offspring" ; and with Ibrahim (Abraham), peace be to him, saying: “Praise to Allah, who has granted

to me in old age Isma-‘il (Ishmael) and Is’haq (Isaac). 68

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Samee’u” (O, Allah, You are the Hearer) of all of Your creations, the “Seer” of their conditions, the “Near”



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 101

to them, in answering their calls. Protect me, my family, and your worshippers from any harm, and guide
us to the right path, in what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, with the definite article or without it, as it refers to
the uniqueness of Allah, in His absolute ability to hear everything in His dominion. However, a boy can be
named as “Abdul Samee’” (Worshipper of the Hearer), as this name represents a recognition of his worship
to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to listen carefully and
attentively to those who speak to them. So, they may be able to give them useful replies and effective
interaction. Thus doing, their attentive listening may lead to strengthening human ties and to more
happiness among people.

49. Al-Baseer: The Seer, The All-Seeing 3,-.\4-4-\3\

"Al-Baseer" (The All-Seeing, the Seer) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “basura” (to understand
and comprehend through seeing). As a Good Name of Allah, it means the One Who sees all things,
everywhere in His dominion, and understands their existence and activities, whether seen by His creations
or unseen by them. As Al-Tabari put it: He is the Seer, who sees the believers and their good deeds, which
will be rewarded and He sees the disbelievers and their wrongdoing, which will cause them to be punished.

‘Umar Bin Al-Khattab, mAbpwh, narrated a ‘Hadith, in which the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, answered a
question asked by Jibril, peace be upon him, about I'hsan. He said: “It is to worship Allah as if you are

seeing him, and while you do not see Him, He truly sees you.” 69

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 4 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), together
with another Good Name of Allah, "Al-Samee’u," in the context of mentioning the Night Journey (Al-Isra
wal Mi'raj) of the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, from the ‘Haram Masjid in Makkah to Al-Agsa Mosque, in Al-
Quds (Al-Isra, 17: 1). It also came with mentioning that Allah, praise to Him,” judges with truth, while those
they invoke besides Him do not judge with anything” (Ghafir, 40: 20). In addition, it was mentioned with a
command to Muslims to seek refuge in Allah if they hear “those who dispute concerning the signs of Allah,
without (any) authority having come to them” (Ghafir, 40: 56). Finally, it came with mentioning the favor of
Allah to humans, by making for them from themselves mates (Al-Shoora, 42: 11).
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Exalted is He, who took His worshipper by night, from Al-Masjid Al-‘Haram (in Makkah) to Al-Masijid Al-
Agsa (in Jerusalem), whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the
Hearing, the Seeing (Al-Isra, 17: 1).



102  Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar

And Allah judges with truth, while those they invoke besides Him do not judge with anything. Indeed, Allah
is the Hearing, the Seeing (Ghafir, 40: 20).

Indeed, those who dispute concerning the signs of Allah, without (any) authority having come to them, there
is not, within their chests, except pride, (the extent of) which they cannot reach. So, seek refuge in Allah.
Indeed, it is He who is the Hearing, the Seeing (Ghafir, 40: 56).

(He is) Creator of the heavens and the Earth. He has made for you from yourselves, mates, and among the
cattle, mates; He multiplies you thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing
(Al-Shoora, 42: 11).

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned 38 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al).
It was mentioned 5 times, together with another Good Name of Allah, “Samee’u" (All-Hearing), 5 times with
a third Name, “Khabeer” (Acquainted), 5 times with the word “ ‘ibad” (worshippers), 4 times alone, as
“Baseer” (All-Seeing), and 19 times with people’s deeds, as in the following examples:
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Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due, and when you judge between people
to judge with justice. Excellent is that which Allah preaches (instructs) you. Indeed, Allah is ever Hearing,
Seeing (Al-Bagara, 2: 58).

And how many have We destroyed from the generations after Noo’h (Noah). And sufficient is your Lord,
concerning the sins of His worshippers, as Acquainted, Seeing (Al-Isra, 17: 17).

And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for what they have earned, He would not leave upon it
(the Earth) any stepper (creature). But He defers them for a specified term. And when their time comes,
then indeed Allah has ever been, of His worshippers, Seeing (Fatir, 35: 45).

And We did not send before you, (O Muhammad), any of the messengers, except that they ate food and
walked in the markets. And We have made some of you (people) as trial for each other: Will you have
patience? And ever is your Lord, Seeing (Al-Furgan, 25: 20).

And establish prayer, and give charity (zakat), and whatever good you put forward for yourselves, you will
find it with Allah. Indeed, Allah of what you do, is Seeing (Al-Baqara, 2: 110).



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 103

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Baseer” (O, Allah, You are the Seer) of all of Your creations, the Hearer of them, and the Acquainted with
their conditions. Protect me, my family, and your worshippers from any harm, and guide us to the right path,
in what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, with the definite article or without it, as it refers to
the uniqueness of Allah, in His absolute ability to see, understand, and comprehend everything in His
dominion. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Baseer” (Worshipper of the Seer), as this name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by remembering always that Allah sees
them, in their secret and open deeds. They should do their best to observe the commands of Allah and
avoid disobedience to Him. Further, they should try to understand and comprehend the meanings of what
they see around them, and of what they can see in the vast dominion of Allah, praise to Him.

50. Al-'Hakeem: The Wise Judge, The Perfect é,-éﬂ\

"Al-'Hakeem" (The Wise Judge) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ ‘hakama” (to judge, pass a
ruling, and to come up with a sound opinion). It shares the same root verb with three other compound
adjectival names. These are “Khairu Al-'Hakimeen” (The Best of Judges), "A'hkamu Al-'Hakimeen" (The
Wisest of Judges), and Wasi'un ‘Hakeem (Vast, Encompassing, in His Wisdom).

As one of the Good Names of Allah, "Al-'Hakeem" means that He, praise to Him, is the just Judge, Who
rules among His creations with absolute justice. He is right, truthful, and sound, in what He says, because
of His total knowledge of His dominion, which He created, with what and who live in it. He is in total
perfection in all of what He says and does, Exalted above any deficiency, because He knows what was, is,
will be, and what had not been, as pointed before in His Good Name of “Al-‘Aleem.”

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 33 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came
6 times with another Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Aleem” (the Knowing), 3 times with a second Name, “Al-
Khabeer” (the Acquainted), 24 times with a third Name, “Al-‘Azeez” (The Exalted in Might). Thus, His
wisdom came in association with His vast knowledge, acquaintance with His creations, and His exalted
might, as mentioned in the following verses:
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They (the angels) said, "Exalted are You, we have no knowledge, except what You have taught us.
Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing, the Wise" (Al-Baqara, 2: 32).

And it is He, who created the heavens and the Earth in truth. And the day He says, "Be," and it is. His
word is the truth. And His is the dominion (on) the Day the Horn is blown. (He is) Knower of the unknown
and the known; and He is the Wise, the Acquainted (Al-An’am, 6: 73).
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Our Lord, and send among them a messenger from themselves, who will recite to them Your verses, and
teach them the Book and wisdom, and purify them. Indeed, You are the Exalted in Might, the Wise" (Al-
Bagara, 2: 129).

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned 59 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al).
It came once with the following four other Good Names of Allah: “Hameed” (praiseworthy), “Tawwab”
(Acceptant of Repentance), “Wasi’u” (Vast), and “Khabeer” (Acquainted).

Moreover, it came twice with a fifth Name, “Aliy” (High), 23 times with a sixth Name, “ ‘Azeez” (Exalted in
Might), 30 times with a seventh Name, “‘Aleem” (Knowing). Thus, His wisdom, praise to Him, came in
association with His might, Highness, acquaintance with His creations, vast knowledge, and being
praiseworthy by His worshippers, for His mercy on them, and His promise to accept their repentance, as
mentioned in the following verses:
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Falsehood cannot approach it (the Holy Quran) from before it or from behind it; (it is) a revelation from a
(Lord who is) Wise and Praiseworthy (Fussilat, 41: 42).

And if not for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy, and (because) Allah is Acceptant of
Repentance, Wise (Al-Noor, 24: 10).

But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will enrich each (of them) from His abundance. And ever is Allah
Encompassing, Wise (Al-Nisa, 4: 130).

Alif, Lam, Ra, (is) a Book whose verses have been perfected and then presented in detail from (One Who
is) Wise, Acquainted (Hood, 11: 1).

And it is not for any human being that Allah should speak to him except by revelation, or from behind a
partition (barrier), or that He sends a messenger to reveal, by His permission, what He wills. Indeed, He is
Most High, Wise (Al-Shoora, 42: 51).

The repentance accepted by Allah is for those who do wrong in ignorance, then repent soon after. It is
those whom Allah accepts their repentance, and Allah is ever Knowing, Wise (Al-Nisa, 4: 17).
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(We sent) messengers as bringers of good tidings and warners, so that mankind will have no argument
against Allah after the messengers. And ever is Allah Exalted in Might, Wise (Al-Nisa, 4: 165).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Hakeem” (O, Allah, You are the Wise Judge). You rule over Your creations with justice. Your words are
right, true, and sound. You know Your dominion, which You created, with what and who in it. You are in
total perfection of all what you say and do. You are exalted above any deficiency. Protect me, my family,
and your worshippers from any harm, and guide us to the right path, in what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, with the definite article, or without it, as it refers
to His uniqueness, in His absolute justice, His total perfection in His words and actions, and His exaltation
above any deficiency. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Hakeem” (Worshipper of the Wise
Judge), as this name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying as much as they can to be wise
in what they say and do. This requires them to persist in gaining as much knowledge as they can, while
training themselves to be patient, restrained, listening to both sides in any dispute, and consulting with the
experts about the disputed issues. These traits will help them to be more capable of administering wise
justice among people, starting with their family members and relatives, then with others they interact with
in society, particularly their subordinates, or the ones they can rule over, as a result of their institutional
positions.

51. Khayr Al-'Hakimeen (pronounced as khayrul 'hakimeen): The Best of Judges ueASN‘ f).-.ﬁ

"Khayr Al-'Hakimeen" (The Best of Judges), is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words. The
first is “Khayr,” which is a comparative adjective, meaning better and more beneficial than others. It is
derived from the verb “khaara,” which means to prefer, choose, and select. The second word is “Al-
'Hakimeen," which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ ‘hakama” (to judge, pass a ruling, to come
up with a sound opinion).

As one of the Good Names of Allah, "Khayr Al-'Hakimeen" means that He, praise to Him, is the Best of Just
and Wise Judges, because He alone is the One Who judges among all of His creations, with absolute
justice. All other judges cannot do what He does because of their limitations in time, place, capability, and
knowledge.

He is right, truthful, and sound, in what He says, because of His total knowledge of His dominion, which He
created, including what and who live in it. He is in total perfection in all of what He says and does, Exalted
above any deficiency, because He knows what was, is, and will be, as well as what had not been, as pointed
before in His Good Name of “Al-‘Aleem.”

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned three times in the Holy Quran. It came in the context
of Shu’ayb’s advice, peace be upon him, to the believers, to be patient, until Allah judges over those who
did not believe (Al-A’araf, 7: 87). It also came with the command of Allah, praise to Him, to His Messenger,
pbbuh, to follow what is revealed to him, and be patient, until Allah judges between the guided believers
and the misguided disbelievers, who refused his call to them (Yoonus, 10: 109). Further, it came as a quote
from Yousuf's (Joseph’s) eldest brother, that he would not leave Egypt until Allah judges for him to do so
(Yoosuf, 12: 80).
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(Shu’ayb said): And if there is a group among you who has believed in that with which | have been sent,
and a group that has not believed, then be patient until Allah judges between us. And He is the Best of
Judges." (Al-A’araf, 7: 87).

Say (O, Muhammed): "O people (humankind), the truth has come to you from your Lord. So, whoever is
guided is only guided for (the benefit of) his soul, and whoever goes astray, he only goes astray against it.
And | am not over you a patron." (108) And follow what is revealed to you, and be patient, until Allah will
judge. And He is the Best of Judges. (109) (Yoonus, 10: 109).

So, when they (Yousuf’s brothers) had despaired of him, they secluded themselves in private consultation.
The eldest of them said, "Do you not know that your father has taken upon you an oath by Allah, and before
(that) you failed in (your duty to) Yousuf (Joseph)? So, | will never leave (this) land until my father permits
me, or Allah judges (decides) for me, and He is the Best of Judges (Yoosuf, 12: 80).

*kk

The verb “ *hakama” (to judge, to pass a ruling) and its derivatives were mentioned 31 times in the Holy
Quran, in relation to the judgment of Allah, praise to Him. It came once in the form of a request by the
Prophet, pbbuh, to Allah to judge between him and the disbelievers (Al-Anbiya, 21: 102). It also came once
in the future tense form, in the saying of Allah that He will judge between followers of ‘Eissa (Jesus) and
those who disbelieved in him (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 55). Further, it came once in the past tense form, when the
arrogant disbelievers will say, on the Day of Reckoning, that Allah judged among His creations (Ghafir, 40:
48). Moreover, it came 11 times in the present tense form, which indicates future, in the reference to the
Day of Reckoning, when Allah judges among His worshippers (creations), concerning what they used to
dispute about, during their lower life (Al-Baqara, 2: 113). In addition, it came 17 times as a noun derived
from it, in reference to the “judgment” of Allah, praise to Him, among His worshippers (creations), on the
Day of Reckoning (Al-An’am, 6: 62), as in the following verses:
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(The Prophet) said: "My Lord, judge (between us) rightly (in truth). And our Lord is the Beneficent, the One
Whose help is sought against that which you describe" (Al-Anbiya, 21: 102).

(Mention) when Allah said: "O ‘Eissa (Jesus), indeed, | will end your record (of living on Earth), and raise
you to Myself, and purify you from those who disbelieve, and make those who follow you superior to those
who disbelieve, until the Day of Rising (Resurrection). Then, to Me is your return, and | (will) judge between
you, concerning that in which you used to dispute (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 55).

Those who had been arrogant will say: "Indeed, all (of us) are in it. Indeed, Allah has judged between the
worshippers" (Ghafir, 40: 48).

The Jews said: "The Christians have nothing (true to stand on"), and the Christians said: "The Jews have
nothing (true to stand on"), although they (both) recite the Scripture. Thus, the ones who do not know (the
polytheists) said the same as their words. But Allah (will) judge between them on the Day of Rising
(Resurrection), concerning that over which they used to dispute (Al-Bagara, 2: 113).

Then, they (His worshippers) are returned to Allah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, His is the judgment,
and He is the Swiftest of Accountants (Al-An’am, 6: 62).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
“Khayrul ‘Hakimeen” (O, Allah, You are the Best of Wise Judges). You rule over all of Your creations with
absolute justice. Nobody else can do that, because of their limitations in time, place, capability, and
knowledge. Protect me, my family, and your worshippers from any harm, and guide us to the right path, in
what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness, in His absolute
justice among all of His creations. He is in total perfection in His words and actions, and He is exalted above
any deficiency. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Hakeem” (Worshipper of the Wise Judge), as
this name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. Furthermore, this compound Good Name
of Allah should not be divided, such as referring to Allah, praise to Him, as “Khayr” only, or “Al-‘Hakimeen.”

Rather, it should be kept whole, as “Khayr Al-‘Hakimeen.”

Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying as much as they can to be
wise in what they say and do. This requires them to persist in gaining as much knowledge as they can,
while training themselves to be patient, restrained, listening to both sides in any dispute, and consulting
with the experts about the disputed issues. These traits will help them to be more capable of administering
wise justice among people, starting with their family members and relatives, then with others they interact
with in society, particularly their subordinates, or the ones they can rule over, as a result of their institutional
positions.

52. A'hkam Al-"Hakimeen (pronounced as a‘hkamul ‘hakimeen):

The Wisest of Judges ~ (saSlal) ASA|

"A'hkam Al-'Hakimeen" (The Wisest of Judges), is an adjectival compound name, composed of two words.
The first is “A’hkam,” which is a superlative adjective, meaning the wisest. The second word is “Al-
‘Hakimeen,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ ‘hakama” (to judge, pass a ruling, to come
up with a sound opinion).

As one of the Good Names of Allah, "A’hkamu Al-'Hakimeen" means that He, praise to Him, is the Wisest
of Just and Wise Judges, because nobody else is equal to Him in His justice, truth, and soundness of ruling.
He alone Who judges among all of His creations with absolute justice. No other judges can do that because
of their limitations in time, place, capability, and knowledge.
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He is the Wisest of Judges because of His total knowledge of His dominion, which He created, including
what and who live in it. He is in total perfection in all of what He says and does, Exalted above any
deficiency, because He knows what was, is, and will be, as well as what had not been, as pointed before
in His Good Name of “Al-‘Aleem.”

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran. It came in the context of
Noo’h’s (Noah’s) call on his Lord to save his son from drowning, acknowledging that He is the Wisest of
Judges (Hood, 11: 45). It also came with the statement that Allah, praise to Him, is the Wisest of Judges in
His judgement over those who deny His religion, warning them that they will be punished among the lowest
of the low, in the Hellfire (Al-Teen, 95: 4-8).
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And Noo’h (Noah) called to his Lord, and said: "My Lord, indeed, my son is of my family, and indeed,
Your promise is right (true), and You are the Wisest of Judges" (Hood, 11: 45).

We have certainly created the human (being) in the best of stature. (4) Then, We return him to the lowest
of the low, (5) Except for those who have believed and done good (righteous) deeds, for they will have a
reward uninterrupted. (6) So, what yet causes you (the human being) to deny religion (the Message of
Allah, and the Day of Recompense)? (7) Is not Allah the Wisest of Judges? (8) (Al-Teen, 95: 4-8).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
“A’hkamul ‘Hakimeen” (O, Allah, You are the Wisest of Judges), nobody is equal to You in Your just, truthful,
and sound justice, as You alone rule over all of Your creations, with absolute justice. Nobody else can do
that, because of their limitations in time, place, capability, and knowledge. Protect me, my family, and your
worshippers from any harm, and guide us to the right path, in what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness, in His absolute
justice among all of His creations. He is in total perfection in His words and actions, and He is exalted above
any deficiency. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Hakeem” (Worshipper of the Wise Judge), a

this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. Believers can benefit from the meanlngs

of this Good Name of Allah by following what was mentioned in the Name of “Al-‘Hakeem.”

53. Wasi’un ‘Hakeem: Vast, Encompassing in His Wise Judgment },—.‘55 &-ﬂ‘:s

“Wasi'un ‘Hakeem” (Vast, Encompassing in His Wise Judgment) is an adjectival compound name,
composed of two words. The first is “Wasi’'un,” which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “wasi’a,”
meaning to be vast, to be much, and to encompass something. The second word is “Hakeem" (Wise
Judge), which is also an adjectival name, derived from the verb “hakama,” meaning to judge, pass a ruling,
and to come up with a sound opinion.

Thus, as a Good Name of Allah, “Wasi'un ‘Hakeem” means that He, praise to Him, is the Wise Judge, Who
rules among His creations with absolute justice. The provision He provides for them is so much and so vast
that it encompasses all of them, wherever they are and how much they need. He is Wise in giving it to
whoever He wants, with the precise proportions, as “everything with Him is by due measure” (Al-Ra’d, 13:
8).

This Good Name of Allah, “Wasi’'un ‘Hakeem,” was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in the context of
addressing the divorce issue. Allah, praise to Him, has commanded that husbands and wives try to resolve



Allah, His Good Names: Who Is He? What Does He Want for Humans? By Hassan Ali EI-Najjar 109

their differences, and to allow relatives from both sides to arbitrate between them (Al-Nisa, 4: 128).
However, if they still want a divorce, then He has promised to give each of them from His abundance, as
He is Vast in His Wise Judgment (Al-Nisa, 4: 128).
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And if you fear dissension between the two, send an arbitrator from his people and an arbitrator from her
people. If they both desire reconciliation, Allah will cause it between them. Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing
and Acquainted (Al-Nisa, 4: 35).

But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will enrich each (of them) from His abundance. And ever is Allah
Vast (Encompassing, Abundant), Wise (Al-Nisa, 4: 128).

In his interpretation of this verse (Al-Nisa, 4: 128), Al-Tabari mentioned that Allah, praise to Him, provides
for the divorced men and women, so they become independent of each other. They may get new spouses,
who are better than the former ones, so they may maintain their chastity. Allah, praise to Him, is Vast in His
provision to His creations, and He is Wise in allowing the irreconcilable couples to divorce.

Al-Qurtubi followed Al-Tabari, saying that if they do not reconcile and insist on divorce, they still need to
keep their faith in Allah, Who may enable a divorced man to marry another woman, who may make him
happier. Likewise, He may enable a divorced woman to marry a more generous man, who is better off than
the former one.

Ibn Katheer reiterated that if they divorce, then Allah, praise to Him, will make them independent of each
other. They may be compensated by a better replacement of spouses, as He is Vast in His provision, great
in His giving, and Wise in His will, decrees and commands.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
“Wasi'un ‘Hakeem” (O, Allah, You are Vast, Encompassing in Your Wise Judgment). Nobody is equal to
You in Your just, truthful, and sound justice. Give me from Your vast abundance more provision and more
wisdom and guide my spouse to reach reconciliation with me.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, as it refers to His uniqueness, in His absolute
justice among all of His creations. He is Vast in His provision and compensation for His worshippers.
However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Hakeem” (Worshipper of the Wise Judge), as this Name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. Believers can benefit from the meanings of this Good
Name of Allah by following what was mentioned in the Name of “Al-‘Hakeem.”

54. Al-Lateef: The Subtle, The Gentle, The Gracious to His creations Cjﬁ@m

"Al-Lateef" (The Subtle, the Gentle, the Gracious to His creations) is an adjectival name, derived from the
verb “latafa” (to know and realize subtly, to be kind, gentle, lenient, and giving help). As a Good Name of
Allah, it means that He is Subtle as He sees and comprehends His creations, but they cannot see or
comprehend Him. Despite His Might, He is still Gracious to His creations, caring for them, and providing
them with what they need to survive. It also means that He, praise to Him, knows, realizes, and
comprehends even the tiniest of things, including thoughts of His creations, which explains His care,
leniency, gentleness, and assistance to them.
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This Good Name of Allah was mentioned seven times in the Holy Quran. In five times, it came together
with another Name, “Al-Khabeer” (the Expert), which means that His care for His creations comes from
His expertise and acquaintance of them, and of His dominion as a whole.

This Name was also mentioned twice with the definite article (Al). It was mentioned in a reference to the
statement that Allah, praise to Him, is capable of perceiving visions of His creations, while their visions
cannot perceive Him (Al-An’am, 6: 103). His subtleness and His grace to His creations are explained as
reflections of His expertise and knowledge about them, including their secret and public conversations (Al-
Mulk, 67: 13-14).
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Visions (of His creations) do not perceive Him, but He perceives visions, and He is the Subtle, the Expert
(Acquainted)

And conceal your speech or publicize it, indeed, He is Knowing of that within the chests (thoughts). (13)
Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Expert (Acquainted)? (14) (Al-Mulk, 67: 13-
14).

In addition, this Good Name of Allah was mentioned five times in the Holy Quran, without the definite
article. In three times, it came together with another Good Name of Allah “Khabeer” (Expert, Acquainted),
which means that His subtleness and care for His creations are reflections of His expertise and knowledge
of what is happening in His vast dominion, including His creations therein.

Thus, it came in the context of mentioning that His knowledge and expertise of the needs of His creations
explains His provision for them. He created the rain cycle, which starts the plant growth cycle, leading to
the provision of food for the living beings, including animals and humans (Al-‘Haj, 22: 63).

It also came in the context of mentioning that the subtleness, grace, and care of Allah towards His creations
are reflections of His expertise and knowledge of everything in the heavens and the Earth, even the weight
of a mustard seed therein (Lugman, 31: 16).

This Good Name of Allah, “Lateef” is further explained through the preaching from Allah, praise to Him, to
the wives of the Prophet, pbbuh, to remember the Holy Quran, which is recited in their homes, and the
Prophet’s wisdom. He knows, praise to Him, that such remembrance purifies their hearts (Al-A’hzab, 33:
34).

(63 :22 ¢ Fall) Jud Cial ) & *550ads (Y fulal 2l gl (e O 0 G 5
B 5 el a1 8 5l gl 8 3 3080a B (&8 J30R (e 158 Ok 8B o) ) 5
(16:31 ¢« laal) S Cidal

A

4

(34 :33 « LI3AY) 15w Ukl (IS Al &) FA&al5 B il Be (a8 B LB G 538015

Do you not see that Allah has sent down rain from the sky, and (as a result), the earth becomes green?
Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Expert (Acquainted) (Al-‘Haj, 22: 63).
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(And Lugman said): "O my son, indeed, Allah brings forth (into account) even the weight of a mustard seed,
within a rock or (anywhere) in the heavens, or in the Earth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Expert (Acquainted)
(Lugman, 31: 16).

(O, Wives of the Prophet): And remember what is recited in your houses of the verses of Allah and the
wisdom. Indeed, Allah is ever Subtle and Expert (Acquainted) (Al-A’hzab, 33: 34).

Further, this Good Name of Allah, “Lateef,” was also mentioned twice, without the definite article, but
together with other Good Names of His. It came with the two Good Names of Allah, “Al-Qawiy” (the
Powerful) and “Al-‘Azeez” (the Exalted in Might), in the context of mentioning His grace and care for His
creations, by providing for whomever He wills of them. In doing so, He is Powerful and Exalted in Might (Al-
Shoora, 42: 19).

It also came with the two Good Names of Allah, “Al-‘Aleem” (the Knowing) and “Al-‘Hakeem” (the Wise).
This was in the context of mentioning Yousuf, peace be upon him, who was cared for by his Lord, Who
made his dream to become true, got him out of prison, and brought his parents and brothers, to live in Egypt
with him (Yoosuf, 12: 100).
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Allah is Subtle with His worshippers. He provides for whomever He wills. And He is the Powerful, the
Exalted in Might (Al-Shoora, 42: 19).

And he (Yousuf, Joseph) raised his parents upon the throne, and they fell to him in prostration. And he said:
"O my father, this is the explanation of my vision (dream) of before. My Lord has made it reality. And He
was certainly good to me, as He took me out of prison, and brought you (here) from Bedouin (desert) life,
after the Shaytan (Satan) had induced (estrangement) between me and my brothers. Indeed, my Lord is
Subtle in what He wills. Indeed, it is He, who is the Knowing, the Wise (Yoosuf, 12: 100).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Lateef, Al-Khabeer” (O, Allah, You are the Subtle, the Gentle, and the Gracious to Your creations); You are
Al-Qawiy, Al-‘Azeez, Al-‘Aleem, Al-‘Hakeem (the Powerful, the Exalted in Might, the Knowing, and the
Wise): Be gentle to me, my family, and your worshippers, and guide us to the right path, in what we say
and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, with the definite article (Al), as it refers to His
uniqueness, in His gentleness, care, and provision for His creations, helping them to survive in their

environments, wherever they are. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Lateef” (Worshipper of the
Subtle, the Gentle, the Gracious), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying as much as they can to be
gentle, caring, and of assistance to other creations of Allah, including animals and humans. They should
also do their best to care for this planet, by keeping its air, water, and soil as clean as possible, as Allah,
praise to Him, has trusted in us to do so, by making us His caliphs on Earth.
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55. Al-Khabeer: The Expert, the Acquainted J,-.UAJ‘

"Al-Khabeer” (The Expert, the Acquainted) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “khabira” or its other
variant “khabura” (to know something deeply and thoroughly, through observation, experience, and
interaction). As one of the Good Names of Allah, it means that only He, praise to Him, is the only One, who
deeply and thoroughly knows His dominion, including those who inhabit it.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned six times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). In three
times of them, it came together with another Name, “Al-‘Hakeem” (the Wise) which means that His
expertise of (acquaintance with) things is related to His absolute wisdom in dealing with His creations. As
such, it came with mentioning that He is “the Subduer over His worshippers” (Al-An’am, 6: 73) and the
Creator of the heavens and Earth (Al-An’am, 6: 73; Saba, 34: 1).
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And He is the subduer over His worshippers. And He is the Wise, the Expert (the Acquainted) (Al-An’am,
6: 18).

And it is He, who created the heavens and Earth in truth. And the day He says, "Be," and it is. His word is
the truth. And His is the dominion (on) the Day the Trumpet is blown. (He is) Knower of the Unknown and
the Known, and He is the Wise, the Expert (the Acquainted) (Al-An’am, 6: 73).

(All) praise is (due) to Allah, to whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth, and
to Him belongs (all) praise in the Hereafter. And He is the Wise, the Expert (the Acquainted) (Saba, 34:

1),

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-Khabeer” (the Expert, the Acquainted) came also in two other verses, with
another Name, “Al-Lateef” (the Subtle, the Gentle), both with the definite article (Al). This means that the
expertise and knowledge of Allah, praise to Him, is related to His subtleness, gentleness, and grace in
dealing with His dominion and those who are in it. Thus, this Name came with mentioning His capability to
perceive the visions of His creations, while they are incapable of perceiving Him (Al-An’am, 6: 103) and
with mentioning His knowledge of people’s secret and open conversations (Al-Mulk, 67: 13-14).

Further, this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Khabeer,” came once with a third Name, “Al-‘Aleem” (the Knowing),
with the definite article (Al). This means that the expertise, which Allah has of things, is related to His
knowledge, as in the example mentioned about the secret talk of the Prophet, pbbuh, to some of his wives
(Al-Ta’hreem, 66: 3).
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Visions (of His creations) do not perceive Him, but He perceives visions, and He is the Subtle, the Expert
(the Acquainted) (Al-An’am, 6: 103).

Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Expert (the Acquainted)? (14) (Al-Mulk, 67:
13-14).

And (remember) when the Prophet confided to one of his wives a statement; and when she informed
(another) of it and Allah showed it to him, he made known part of it and ignored a part. And when he
informed her about it, she said: "Who told you this?" He said: "the Knowing, the Expert (the Acquainted)
informed me” (Al-Ta’hreem, 66: 3).

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned 39 times in the Hole Quran, without the definite article (Al).
It came alone four times, in the context of mentioning the expertise of Allah in the sins of His worshippers
and in the creation of the heavens and the Earth (Al-Furgan, 25: 58-59), in those who were taken as partners
with Him (Fatir, 35: 14), and in what people concealed in their chests (Al-‘adiyat, 100: 11).
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And rely upon the Eternally Living, Who does not die, and exalt Him with His praise. And sufficient is He to
be, with the sins of His worshippers, an Expert (an Acquainted) (58) He, Who created the heavens and the
Earth, and what is between them, in six days. Then, He established Himself above the Throne, the
Beneficent. So, ask about Him an Expert (an Acquainted) (59) (Al-Furgan, 25: 58-59).

If you invoke them, they do not hear your supplication; and if they heard, they would not respond to you.
And on the Day of Rising (Resurrection), they will deny your association (of them with Allah). And none can
inform you like an Expert (an Acquainted) (Fatir, 35: 14).

Indeed, their Lord with them, that Day, is an Expert (an Acquainted) (Al-‘adiyat, 100: 11).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 12 times in the Hole Quran, also without the definite article (Al),
but together with four other Good Names of Allah. It came five times, together with “Baseer” (Seeing,
Seer), in the context of mentioning the expertise of Allah, praise to Him, in relation to seeing people. Thus,
as He sees His worshippers, He is an expert about their sins (Al-Isra, 17: 17). He is an expert in determining
their provisions (Al-Isra, 17: 30). He is an expert about people, as He sees them and as being a witness to
what they say (Al-Isra, 17: 96). He is an expert about believers, as He sees them reciting His Book, then
following that with performing prayers and giving charity (Fatir, 35: 31). He is an expert about people by
seeing their tendency to be wasteful. That is why He determines provision for them as He wills (Al-Shoora,
42: 27).

This Good Name of Allah also came three times, without the definite article (Al), and together with
“Aleem” (Knowing), in the context of mentioning the expertise of Allah, praise to Him, in relation to people’s
thought. Thus, He blesses a disputing couple, to reunite, if He knows that each one is willing to reconcile
(Al-Nisa, 4: 35). He is an expert in what happens and will happen to people. He knows the time of the Hour,
the rainfall, what's in the wombs, what people will earn, and where they will die (Lugman, 31: 34). He is an
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expert about people. So, He elevates a righteous person to the highest levels of honor with Him because
He knows that righteousness leads to goodness towards others (Al-‘Hujurat, 49: 13).

This Good Name of Allah, “Khabeer” (Expert) also came twice, without the definite article (Al), and
together with two other Names: “Hakeem” (Wise) and “Lateef”’ (Subtle, Gentle, Gracious), in the context
of mentioning the expertise of Allah, praise to Him, is related to His wisdom and grace. Thus, He revealed
His Book, whose verses are perfected with wisdom (Hood, 11: 1). Through His subtleness, He knows
everything in His dominion, no matter how small it is, as small as the weight of a mustard seed, which He
is capable of bringing forth whenever He wills (Lugman, 31: 16).

The Name of “Khabeer” (Expert) also came 23 times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al), in
reference to the expertise of Allah, praise to Him, of what people “do” (yaf'aloon, yasna’oon) secretly and

openly (Al-Baqara, 2: 271). 70
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And how many have We destroyed from the generations after Noo’h (Noah). And sufficient is your Lord,
concerning the sins of His worshippers, as an Expert (an Acquainted), a Seeing (Al-Isra, 17: 17).

Indeed, Allah has knowledge of the Hour, and sends down the rain, and knows what is in the wombs. And
no self (part of a soul) perceives what it will earn tomorrow, and no self perceives in what land it will die.
Indeed, Allah is Knowing, an Expert (an Acquainted of that) (Lugman, 31: 34).

A, L, R (Alif, Lam, Ra), a Book whose verses are (perfected) with wisdom, then detailed from (the One Who
is) Wise, an Expert (Acquainted) (Hood, 11: 1).

(And Lugman said): "O my son, indeed, even if it were the weight of a mustard seed, within a rock, or
(anywhere) in the heavens or in the Earth, Allah (can) bring it forth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle, Expert
(Acquainted) (Lugman, 31: 16).

If you give charity openly, that is good. But if you keep it secret and give it to the poor (in private), that is
better for you. It will remove from you (some) of your misdeeds. And Allah, of what you do, (is) an Expert
(Acquainted) (Al-Baqara, 2: 271).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Khabeer” (O, Allah, You are the Expert, the Acquainted) of Your dominion and Your creations: Help us,
make it easy on us, be gentle to me, to my family, to your worshippers, and guide us to the right path, in
what we say and do.
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Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, with or without the definite article, as it refers to
His uniqueness, in His expertise of all of His creations, in His gentleness, His wisdom, and His knowledge
of what they do, as well as when and where they do. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Khabeer”
(Worshipper of the Expert, the Acquainted), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his
Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying, as much as each one of them
can, to be an expert in (acquainted with) their areas of work, and in what they need in their life. Such
expertise can be gained by seeking knowledge and by making use of their own expertise and experiences,
as well as those of others.

56. Al-'Haleem: The Forbearer ;\.-.'-,BJ‘

"Al-'Haleem" (The Forbearer) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “haluma,” which means “to be
patient, calm, self-controlled, and delaying response when a person is subjected to annoyance,
provocation, or facing a tragic situation, while he/she is capable of response.” As a Good Name of Allah, it
means that He, praise to Him, is the One Who is capable of punishing the offenders as soon as they commit
their sins, but He delays their punishment, willing to forgive them if they repent and ask for forgiveness.
Moreover, He does not deny His provision to people, whether they are obedient or disobedient to Him

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 11 times in the Holy Quran, all without the definite article (Al),
and together with four other Good Names of His. Thus, it came 6 times with “Ghafoor” (Forgiving), which
means that the forgiveness of Allah to His worshippers is related to His forbearance, as He forgives those
who repent after making unintentional oaths (Al-Bagara, 2: 225). He also forgives those who think about
things which Allah does not like for them to think about (Al-Baqgara, 2: 235). Further, He forgave even those
who succumbed to the Shaytan’s (Satan’s) whispering to leave the battlefield during fighting (Al-i-‘Imran, 3:
155), and those who asked the Prophet, pbbuh, about things Allah hid from them, which would upset them
if they knew them (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 101). He is the Forgiving Forbearer, Who does not inflict collective
punishment on people, particularly those who praise Him, in response to those who commit the sin of saying
that there are other gods, other than Him (Al-Isra, 17: 44), or in response to those who take partners with
Him, though He is capable of destroying the heavens and the Earth. Instead, out of His forbearance, He
holds them (the heavens and the Earth), so they do not cease to exist or get destroyed (Fatir, 35: 41).

This Good Name of Allah, “Haleem” (Forbearer) came 3 times more, in the Holy Quran, without the
definite article (Al), together with another Good Name of His, “Aleem” (Knowing). This means that His
forbearance for His worshippers is related to His knowledge of their circumstances, including their
weaknesses and their helplessness towards the matters which they do not control. An example of His
forbearance for His worshippers is that He legislated for them about how to distribute inheritance among
heirs, as He knows of the possibility of disputes among them, in the absence of such command (Al-Nisa,
4: 12). Another example is that because of His knowledge of the hardship faced by those who emigrate
from their homeland for Hs sake, He mentioned that He is a Forbearer for them, and that their reward will
be on the Day they meet Him, when they will be given the choice to enter His Paradise from an entrance
which they will be pleased to enter from (Al-‘Haj, 22: 59). A third example is mentioning that He is a
Forbearer for His Messenger, pbbuh, and his wives, the Mothers of Believers, because of His knowledge
of them (Al-A’hzab, 33: 51).

Moreover, this Good Name of Allah came twice, in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al), together
with two other Good Names of His, “Ghaniy” (Free of Need) and “Shakoor” (Thankful, Appreciative).
This means that His forbearance for His worshippers is independent from their obedience to Him, such as
in the case of giving away charity, without reproaching or insulting recipients (Al-Baqara, 2: 263). Actually,
He does need the whole worlds (heavens, Earth, and those inhabiting them) (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 97). However,
He is Thankful for those who give away charity, for His sake. In response, He will multiply the reward of the
givers and forgive their sins. At the same time, He is a Forbearer for those who disobey Him, giving them
the opportunity to repent and ask Him for forgiveness (Al-Taghabun, 64: 17).
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Allah does not impose blame upon you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He imposes blame upon
you for what your hearts have earned. And Allah is a Forgiver, a Forbearer (Al-Baqara, 2: 225).

And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah and then were killed or died, Allah will surely provide for
them a good provision. And indeed, it is Allah Who is the Best of Providers. (58) He will surely cause them
to enter an entrance with which they will be pleased, and indeed, Allah is a Knower, a Forbearer (59) (Al-
‘Haj, 22: 58-59).

Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by (verbal) harm. And Allah is Free of Need,
a Forbearer (Al-Bagara, 2: 263).

If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you, and forgive you. And Allah is a Most Thankful (a
Most Appreciative), a Forbearer (Al-Taghabun, 64: 17).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Haleem” (O, Allah, You are the Forbearer). You know Your creations, the Forgiver of their sins, and the
Thankful for their obedience to You, while You do not Need anything or anyone in Your dominion: Help us,
make it easy on us, be gentle to me, to my family, to your worshippers, and guide us to the right path, in
what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Haleem,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in His forbearance for all of His creations, as He does not punish them instantly
for their sins, while He is capable of doing that, to give them the opportunity to repent to Him before they
die. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Haleem” (Worshipper of the Forbearer), as this Name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

In addition, a girl can be named as “Haleema” and a boy can be named as “Haleem,” without the definite
article (Al), in appreciation of this beautiful trait, which Allah loved in His worshippers and mentioned that in
the Holy Quran. As such, He described Ibrahim (Abraham) as “Awah ‘Haleem” (a compassionate forbearer)
(Al-Tawba, 9: 114), and his son as “Ghulam ‘Haleem” (a forbearing boy) (Al-Saffat, 37: 101), peace be upon
them both.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying, as much they can, to be
forbearers towards others they interact with. This requires them to be patient, calm, and not to act swiftly
when they are provoked, while they are capable of reacting. It also requires them to give wrong doers the
opportunity to correct their wrongdoing, instead of inflicting a quick punishment on them, as a realization of
their shortcomings and weaknesses, and as encouragement to them not to go back to their mistakes.
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57. Al-Shakir (pronounced as ash-shakir): The Thankful, the Appreciative JSW\

“Al-Shakir” (The Thankful, the Appreciative) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “shakara,” which
means to acknowledge a good deed, or a favor, or a well-done job, and express that acknowledgement by
praise and giving rewards.

As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He thanks His worshippers and appreciates their obedience and
good deeds, by rewarding them with the happiness of peace and faith in this life, and the everlasting
happiness In Paradise, in the Hereafter.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al), together
with another Good Name of His, “Aleem” (Knowing). This means that Allah, praise to Him, knows the
benefits of His worshippers’ obedience to Him, which brings back His favors to them, those close to them,
and to humanity at large. Thus, He thanks them for their faith in Him and their obedience to Him and
promises them with the best rewards in the hereafter. An example of that is His thanks to the pilgrims who
walk (or run) between the Safa and Marwa points, voluntarily, during their pilgrimage, whether in ‘Haj or
‘Umra, because these are among His sacred symbols (Al-Baqara, 2: 158). In addition, Allah knows those
who thank Him, among the believers and the ones who repent sincerely. In return, He thanks them and
promises them that He will give them a great reward, in the hereafter (Al-Nisa, 4: 146-147).
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Indeed, Al-Safa and Al-Marwah are among the rites (performed by pilgrims to) Allah. So, whoever makes
the pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House or performs ‘umrah, there is no blame upon him for walking between
them. And whoever volunteers good (by doing that) then indeed, Allah is Thankful (Appreciative) and
Knowing (Al-Bagara, 2: 158).

Except for those who repent, correct themselves, hold fast to Allah, and are sincere in their religion for
Allah, for those will be with the believers. And Allah will give the believers a great reward. (146) What would
Allah do with your punishment if you have thanked and believed? And ever is Allah Thankful, Knowing
(147) (Al-Nisa, 4: 146-147).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Al-Shakir” (O, Allah, You are the Thankful, the Appreciative). You know Your creations, the Thankful for
their obedience to You, | am thankful for Your countless favor which You showered me with: Help us, make
it easy on us, be gentle to me, to my family, to your worshippers, and guide us to the right path, in what we
say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Shakir,” with the definite article (Al), as it refers
to His uniqueness, in His ability to give the great reward of living everlasting life in Paradise, which He
promised to His worshippers, as an expression of His thanks to them for their obedience to Him. However,
a boy can be named as “Abdul Shakir’ (Worshipper of the Thankful), as this Name represents a
recognition of his worship to his Creator.

In addition, a girl can be named as “Shakira” and a boy can be named as “Shakir,” without the definite
article (Al), in appreciation of this beautiful trait, which Allah loved in His worshippers and mentioned that in
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the Holy Quran. As such, He described Ibrahim (Abraham) as “shakir” (a thankful) (Al-Na’hl, 16: 121),
commanded His Messenger Muhammed, pbbuh: “Rather, worship Allah and be among the thankful” (Al-
Zumar, 39: 66), and said about the human being: “Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he thankful or be
he unthankful” (Al-Insan, 76: 3).

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying, as much they can, to be thankful
towards their Creator, for the countless favors he has showered them with. They need to thank Him verbally
and implement their gratitude to Him by obedience to His commands and avoidance to the things He
prohibited. In addition, they need to thank other human beings for their good deeds, acknowledge their
favors, and give them the rewards they deserve.

58. Al-Shakoor (pronounced as ash-shakoor): The Most Thankful, The Most Appreciative st;im

“Al-Shakoor” (The Most Thankful, the Most Appreciative) is an adjectival name, in an amplified form from
“Al-Shakir” (the Thankful, the Appreciative). Both names share the same root verb “shakara,” which means
to acknowledge a good deed, or a favor, or a well-done job, and express that acknowledgement by praise
and giving rewards.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Shakoor” means that Allah, praise to Him, frequently thanks His worshippers
and appreciates their obedience and good deeds, by rewarding them with the happiness of peace and faith
in this life, and the everlasting happiness in His Paradise, in the Hereafter.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned four times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It
came together with another Good Name of His, “Ghafoor” (Forgiving) three times, in verses 35: 30, 35:
34, and 42: 23. It also came with the Name “Haleem” (Forbearer) once, in verse 64: 17.

This means that Allah, praise to Him, frequently thanks His worshippers for their obedience to Him and for
their good deeds, by rewarding them with forgiveness of their sins. He also rewards them by His
forbearance towards them, by being patient with them. So, instead of inflicting His punishment on them as
soon as they commit sins, He gives them the opportunity to stop committing sins and to repent to Him.
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That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed, He is Forgiving,
Most Thankful (Most Appreciative) (Fatir, 35: 30).

And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us (all) sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving,
Most Thankful (Fatir, 35: 34).

It is that of which Allah gives good tidings to His worshippers who believe and do good deeds. Say, (O
Muhammad), "I do not ask you for this message any payment (but) only good will through kinship." And
whoever commits a good deed, We will increase for him good therein. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving, Most
Thankful (Al-Shoora, 42: 23).
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If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And Allah is Most Thankful,
Forbearing (Al-Taghabun, 64: 17).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Al-Shakoor” (O, Allah, You are the Most Thankful, the Most Appreciative). You know Your creations, the
Thankful for their obedience to You, | am thankful for Your countless favor which You showered me with:
Help us, make it easy on us, be gentle to me, to my family, to your worshippers, and guide us to the right
path, in what we say and do.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Shakoor,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in His ability to give the great reward of living everlasting life in Paradise, which
He promised to His worshippers, as an expression of His thanks to them for their obedience to Him.
However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Shakoor” (Worshipper of the Most Thankful, the Most
Appreciative), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

In addition, a girl can be named as “Shakoora” and a boy can be named as “Shakoor,” without the definite
article (Al), in appreciation of this beautiful trait, which Allah loved in His worshippers and mentioned that in
the Holy Quran. As such, He described Noo’h (Noah) as a thankful (shakoor) worshipper (Al-Isra, 17: 3).
He also mentioned that thinking about the favors of Allah is a sign of a thankful (shakoor) person (Ibrahim,
14: 5; Lugman, 31: 31).

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by trying, as much they can, to be thankful
to Him. They should also be thankful to others, in response to their good deeds, favors, and work, and by
giving them the rewards they deserve.

More important is that thankful believers are the ones who acknowledge the countless favors which Allah
has showered them and their families with. They need to be frequent in thanking Him verbally. They also
need to implement their gratitude to Him by obedience to His commands and avoidance to the things He
prohibited. Thus doing, believers follow the good example of the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, who stood in
prayer one night, until his feet swelled. The Mother of Believer, ‘Aisha, mAbpwh, asked him about why he
was doing that when Allah, praise to Him, forgave his past and future sins. He answered: “Shouldn’t | be a

thankful worshipper?” /1

59. Al-'Aliy: The High (2!

“Al-'Aliy” (The High) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ala,” which means to go higher, elevate,
ascend in position, status, and honor. It also means to preside over, prevail, conquer, and subdue. There
are two other names, which are also derived from these two verbs. These are “Al-Muta’al” (the Higher) and
“‘Al-A’ala” (the Highest).

As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is Higher in position, status, and honor, than all
of His creations, including the Throne, the Chair, the heavens, the Earth, all of that therein. He prevails on,
conquers, and subdues all of them. He is the High, the Great, the Grand, praise to Him.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned 6 times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came
twice with another Good Name of His, “Al-‘Adtheem” (the Great), referring to His highness over His
creations, including the Chair, the heavens, and the Earth (Al-Baqara, 2: 255; Al-Shoora, 42: 4). It also
came four times with another Good Name of His, “Al-Kabeer” (the Grand), referring to His High and Grand
position over all of His creations, including those who took partners with Him, as He is the Truth, while
others whom they worship are the falsehood (Al-‘Haj, 22: 62; Lugman, 31: 30). He is the High, as His words
are the truth (Saba, 34: 23) and His judgment is just (Ghafir, 40: 12). In addition, this Good Name of Allah
came without the definite article, together with another Good Name of His, “Hakeem” (Wise), which means
that humans are incapable of receiving the words of Allah directly. Therefore, He speaks to them through
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revelation, or from behind a barrier, or through a messenger angel, as He is the High, the Wise (Al-Shoora,
42: 51), as pointed by the mentioned verses.
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... His Chair encompasses the heavens and the Earth, and their preservation does not tire Him. And He is
the High, the Great (Al-Bagara, 2: 255).

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth, and He is the High, the Great
(Al-Shoora, 42: 4).

That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon other than Him is falsehood, and (because)
Allah is the High, the Grand (Al-‘Haj, 22: 64; Lugman, 31: 30).

And intercession does not benefit with Him, except for one whom He permits. (And those wait) until, when
terror is removed from their hearts, they will say (to one another), "What has your Lord said?" They will say,
"The truth." And He is the High, the Grand (Saba, 34: 23).

(They will be told): "That is because, when Allah is called upon alone, you disbelieve, but if others were
associated with Him, you believe. So, the judgement is with Allah, the High, the Grand" (Ghafir, 40: 12).

And it is not for any human being that Allah should speak to him, except by revelation, or from behind a
barrier (partition), or that He sends a messenger to reveal, by His permission, what He wills. Indeed, He is
High, Wise (Al-Shoora, 42: 51).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Aliy” (O, Allah, You are the High), the Great, and the Grand, in Your Highness, position, honor, and traits.
| am asking for Your Help, to me, my parents, my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right
path, in what we say and do (Then, supplicant may ask Allah for whatever they want).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Aliy” (the High), with the definite article (Al), as
it refers to His uniqueness, in that He alone is higher than all of His creations, in position, status, traits, and
honor. However, a boy can be named as “’Abdul ‘Aliy” (Worshipper of the High), as this Name represents
a recognition of his worship to his Creator.
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In addition, a girl can be named as “Aliya” and a boy can be named as “Aliy,” without the definite article
(Al), in appreciation of this beautiful trait, which Allah loved in His worshippers and mentioned that in the
Holy Quran. As such, He mentioned that Ibrahim (Abraham), Is’haq (Isaac), and Ya’coob (Jacob), peace
be upon them, had a tongue which was high in truth (Maryam, 19: 49-50). He also mentioned that He raised
(lifted) Idrees, peace be upon him, to a high place (Maryam, 19: 57).

A believer can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being humble towards other human
beings. No matter how high his/her status or position may become, it is still limited in time, place, and
quality, in comparison with that of Allah, Al-‘Aliy, Who is Merciful, Forbearer, and Forgiving to His
creations. So, a believer should not be arrogant, looking down at other human beings, boasting his/her
status, position, or traits.

60. Al-Muta'al: The Higher (than His Creations) dlaﬁu’d‘

“

“‘Al-Muta’al” (The One Who is Higher than His Creations) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ala,”
which means to go higher, elevate, ascend in position, status, and honor. It also means to preside over,
prevail, conquer, and subdue. There are two other names, which are also derived from these two verbs.
These are “Al-‘Aliy” (the High) and “Al-A’ala” (the Highest).

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Muta’al” means that He, praise to Him, is Higher in His nature, traits, and
actions than everybody and everything. He is Higher in position, status, and honor, than all of His creations,
including the Throne, the Chair, the heavens, the Earth, and all of that therein. He prevails on, conquers,
and subdues all of them. He is the Higher, the Great, and the Grand, praise to Him.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), in verse 13:
9, together with two other Good Names of His, “’Alimu Al-Ghaybi Wa Al-Shahada”’ (Knower of the
Unknown and the Known) and “Al-Kabeer” (the Grand). Thus, it means that Allah is Higher than all of His
creations, as He knows what they know and what they do not know, such as His knowledge of “what every
female carries, and what the wombs lose (prematurely) or exceed” (Al-Ra’d, 13: 8), and His knowledge of
what people conceal in their speech, or publicize, as well as what they do during the night and the day (Al-
Ra’d, 13: 10).
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Allah knows what every female carries, and what the wombs lose (prematurely) or exceed. And everything
with Him is by due measure. (8) (He is) Knower of the Unknown and the Known, the Grand, the Higher.
(9) It is the same (to Him) concerning you whether one conceals (his) speech or one publicizes it, and
whether one is hidden by night, or conspicuous (among others) by day. (10) (Al-Ra’d, 13: 8-10).

The meaning of this Name of Allah is more clarified in other verses of the Holy Quran. Allah, praise to Him,
is Higher than the falsehoods produced about Him. He is Higher than describing Him as having jinni
partners, sons, and daughters (Al-An’am, 6: 100). How can He have partners when He has created the
heavens and the Earth in truth and precise proportions? (Al-Na’hl, 16; 3). He is self-sufficient, in no need
for a wife or children (Al-Jinn, 72: 3). “Exalted and Higher is He, above what they say, (by) a grand highness”
(Al-Isra, 17: 43), as He is Higher, more dignified, more honorable, more majestic, and more perfect than to
have partners, wives, sons, or daughters.
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But they have attributed to Allah partners, the jinn, while He has created them, and have fabricated for Him
sons and daughters! Exalted and Higher is He above what they describe (Al-An’am, 6: 100).

He created the heavens and Earth in truth. Higher is He above what they associate (with Him) (Al-Na'hl,
16: 3).

And (the Holy Quran teaches) that the Grandeur of our Lord is Higher (than their false claims). He has not
taken a wife or a son (Al-dinn, 72: 3).

Exalted and Higher is He, above what they say, (by) a grand highness (Al-Isra, 17: 43).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Kabeer, Al-Muta’al” (O, Allah, You are the Grand, the Higher), in Your Highness, position, honor, and traits.
| am asking for Your Help, to me, my parents, my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right
path, in what we say and do (Then, supplicant may ask Allah for whatever they want).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Muta’al” (the Higher), with the definite article
(Al), as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He alone is higher than all of His creations, in position, status,
traits, and honor. In addition, no Muslim boy should be named as “Muta’al,” without the definite article (Al),
because Allah, praise to Him, discouraged this trait in anybody among His creations. Thus, when Iblis
(Satan) disobeyed Him by not prostrating to Adam, He described his disobedience as haughtiness and
arrogance (Sad, 38: 75). He also described Pharaoh and his inner circle of advisers as haughty and
arrogant (Al-Mu.minoon, 23: 46). However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Muta’al” (Worshipper of the
Higher), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

A believer can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being humble towards other human
beings. No matter how high his/her status or position may become, it is still limited in time, place, and
quality, in comparison with that of Allah, Al-Muta’al, Who is Merciful, Forbearer, and Forgiving to His
creations. So, a believer should not be haughty and arrogant, looking down at other human beings, boasting
his/her status, position, or traits.

61. Al-A’ala: The Highest  (~=Y)

1]

“Al-A’ala” (The Highest) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ala,” which means to go higher,
elevate, ascend in position, status, and honor. It also means to preside over, prevail, conquer, and subdue.
There are two other names, which are also derived from these two verbs. These are “Al-‘Aliy” (the High)
and “Al-Muta’al”’ (the Higher).

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-A’ala” means that He, praise to Him, is Higher in His nature, traits, and actions
than everybody and everything. He is Higher in position, status, and honor, than all of His creations,
including the Throne, the Chair, the heavens, the Earth, and all of that therein. He prevails on, conquers,
and subdues all of them. He is the Higher, the Great, and the Grand, praise to Him.

This Good Name of Allah was distinguished by having one of the Holy Quran Sooras (Chapters) named
after it (Al-A’ala: 87). The Prophet, pbbuh, also used to exalt (glorify) Allah with this Name when making
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sujood (prostration), which became a requirement of this part of the Islamic prayer. He used to say: “Exalted
is my Lord, the Great,” when making rukoo’ (rukou’: bowing down), and “Exalted is my Lord, the Highest,”

when making sujood (prostration). 72

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came in
the first verse of Surat Al-A’ala (Chapter 87). Then, it was explained in the following four verses. Thus, our
Lord, “Al-A’ala,” praise to Him, is the Highest in His traits and His actions, in comparison with anybody and
anything in existence. He created everything and made it in the right proportions. He determined (knew
with precision) how His mandated creations (such as the jinn and humans) would end up, as believers in
Him, or as disbelievers. He enabled them to have the quality of knowing him, through their inherent
capability of distinguishing good from evil, their ability to think about His universe, and about themselves.
Further, He sent His Messengers to them, as a direct act of guidance for them to know Him. He is also the
Highest because He provided life for the living beings on Earth through fresh water. He also created the
plant life cycle, in which the green leaves and stems would ultimately turn into dead stubble, as pointed out
in the mentioned verses.
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Exalt the name of your Lord, the Highest, (1) Who created and proportioned (2) And who determined and
(then) guided (3) And who brought out the pasture (4) And ([then) made it black stubble (5) (Al-A’ala, 87:

1).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-A’ala” (the Highest) also came in verse 20 of Surat Al-Layl (Chapter 92) of
the Holy Quran, in the context of a warning from Allah, praise to Him, to people. He warned them to avoid
the Hellfire, by not being among the disobedient ones, who belie His Messengers and turn away from them.
Then, He gave glad tidings to His righteous worshippers, who give charity (zakat) for the sake of pleasing
their Lord alone. Not only they will avoid being in the Hellfire, but they will also be rewarded with what they
will be content about, in His everlasting Paradise (Al-Layl, 92: 14-20).
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So, | have warned you of a blazing Fire. (14) None will burn therein except the most wretched one, (15)
Who had belied and turned away. (16) But the righteous one will avoid it, (17) (He) who gives (from) his
wealth to purify himself. (18) Seeking no favor from anybody in return, (19) except seeking the Face of his
Lord, the Highest. (20) And he is going to be satisfied. (21) (Al-Layl, 92: 14-20).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
A’ala” (O, Allah, You are the Grand, the Highest), in Your Highness, position, honor, and traits. | am asking
for Your Help, to me, my parents, my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right path, in what
we say and do (Then, supplicant may ask Allah for whatever they want).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-A’ala” (the Highest), with or without the definite
article (Al), as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He alone is higher than all of His creations, in position,
status, traits, and honor. However, a boy can be named as “’Abdul A’ala” (Worshipper of the Highest), as
this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Further, nobody should claim that he/she is “Al-A’ala” (the Highest), as Pharaoh did. As a result, Allah
punished him in his lower life, by drowning him, and he will be punished more in the hereafter (Al-Nazi'at,
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79: 24-26). However, a believer maybe described as “Al-A’ala” (the highest), in comparison with
disbelievers, as was the case with Moussa (Moses), peace be upon him, whom Allah described as such,

in comparison with the Pharaoh, his inner circle, and his magicians (Ta-Ha, 20: 67-68). 3

A believer can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being humble towards other human
beings. No matter how high his/her status or position may become, it is still limited in time, place, and
quality, in comparison with that of Allah, Al-A’ala (the Highest), Who is Merciful, Forbearer, and Forgiving
to His creations. So, a believer should not be haughty and arrogant, looking down at other human beings,
boasting his/her status, position, or traits.

62. Al-Kabeer: The Grand 3#53‘

“Al-Kabeer” (The Grand) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “kabira,” which means to grow older,
and from the verb “kabura,” which means to grow, increase, and become bigger in size. It also means to
elevate above and to preside over.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Kabeer” means that He, praise to Him, is eternal in existence, nothing
preceded Him, and He is the First and the Last. He is in control over all of His creations, and He is above
all of their traits and deficiencies.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned five times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came
in the ninth verse of Surat Al-Ra’d (Chapter 13), with two other Good Names of His: " 'Aalimu Al-Ghaybi
wa Al-Shahada" (Knower of the Unknown and the Known) and “Al-Muta’al” (The One Who is Higher than
His Creations). This means that Allah, praise to Him, is more Knowledgeable, Higher, and grander in
Himself, in His traits, and in His actions, than all of His creations, individually and collectively. He knows
that which they do not know, such as His knowledge of whether a womb increases, by carrying a fetus to
term, or decreases, by getting rid of a fetus, a miscarriage (Al-Ra’d, 13: 8), as well as His knowledge of
what people say secretly and openly, and what they do, on the day and at night (Al-Ra’d, 13: 10).
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Allah knows what every female carries, and what the wombs lose (prematurely) or exceed. And everything
with Him is by due measure. (8) (He is) Knower of the Unknown and the Known, the Grand, the Higher.
(9) It is the same (to Him) concerning you whether one conceals (his) speech or one publicizes it, and
whether one is hidden by night, or conspicuous (among others) by day. (10) (Al-Ra’d, 13: 8-10).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-Kabeer” (The Grand) also came, in the other four verses, with a third Good
Name of His, “Al-'Aliy” (The High), showing that His grandeur, praise to Him, is related to His highness
over all of His creations. He is grander than them, as He is Higher than all of them, including the Throne,
the Chair, the heavens, the Earth-like planets, as well as all of what and who are therein. He is inherently
grander than them, in Himself, in His traits, and in His actions.

Thus, the two Names of “Al-‘Aliy” and “Al-Kabeer” (the High and the Grand) were mentioned together, in
the context of the statement that Allah is the Truth, but what they call other than Him is the falsehood (Al-
‘Haj, 22: 62). He is the Grand, as He bestows His favors to His creations, such as the alteration of the day
and the night, which results in enabling them to relax and sleep, then to wake up and work (Al-‘Haj, 22: 61).
Another favor is causing the rain cycle, leading to the rainfall, which gives life to plants, animals, and
humans (Al-‘Haj, 22: 63).
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That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon other than Him is falsehood, and because
Allah is the High, the Grand (Al-‘Haj, 22: 62).

He is “Al-‘Aliy” and “Al-Kabeer” (the High and the Grand), because He is the Truth, while what they call
other than Him is the falsehood (Lugman, 31: 30), because He subjected the Sun and the Moon for the
benefit of His creations on Earth, such as giving them warmth, light, plant growth, and the cycle of the water
tide and recession (Lugman, 31: 29), and because He drives the winds, which used to help boats sail on
the sea, and which are used to generate electric energy these days (Lugman, 31: 31).
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That is because Allah is the Truth, and that what they call upon other than Him is falsehood, and because
Allah is the High, the Grand (Lugman, 31: 30).

He is “Al-‘Aliy” and “Al-Kabeer” (the High and the Grand) because His mandated creations, such as jinn
and humans, will stand before Him helplessly, waiting for anybody to intercede on their behalf, but none
can do that, except those who will have permissions from Him (Saba, 34: 23). On that Day, those who took
partners with Allah will not be supported by them, because they will not have an atom weight of ownership
(influence) in the heavens and the Earth (Saba, 34: 22). He is also “Al-‘Aliy” and “Al-Kabeer” (the High and
the Grand) because He provides for His creations from above them (rain from the sky) and from underneath
of their feet (plants growing from the earth) (Saba, 34: 24).
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And intercession does not benefit with Him except for one whom He permits. [And those wait] until, when
terror is removed from their hearts, they will say [to one another], "What has your Lord said?" They will say,
"The truth." And He is the High, the Grand (Saba, 34: 23).

He is “Al-‘Aliy” and “Al-Kabeer” (the High and the Grand) because He shows His signs to His mandated
creations (jinn and humans), to guide them towards belief in Him (Ghafir, 40: 13). He is the Just Judge, who
does not do injustice to any of His creations. Thus, He holds people accountable, on the basis of their faith
in Him, disbelief, or taking partners with Him (Ghafir, 40: 12). On that Day, they will acknowledge before
Him that He caused them to die twice and gave them life twice (Ghafir, 40: 11).
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[They will be told], "That is because, when Allah was called upon alone, you disbelieved; but if others were
associated with Him, you believed. So, the judgement is with Allah, the High, the Grand" (Ghafir, 40: 12).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Kabeer” (O, Allah, You are the Grand), in Your Highness, position, honor, and traits. | am asking for Your
Help, to me, my parents, my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right path, in what we say and
do (Then, supplicants may ask Allah for whatever they want).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Kabeer” (the Grand), with the definite article
(A, as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the First and the Last, nothing was there before Him, and
He is eternal in His existence. He is in control of His creations, and He is free of their shortcomings.
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However, a boy can be named as “’Abdul Kabeer” (Worshipper of the Grand), as this Name represents a
recognition of his worship to his Creator.

People can struggle to be “Kabeer” (grand) in their qualities, capabilities, and behaviors. However, nobody
should be named as “Kabeer” (Grand), without the definite article (Al), out of politeness to Allah, and in
avoidance of self-praise, which He discouraged us of doing, as mentioned before. However, Al-Qurtubi,
may Allah have mercy on his soul, pointed out that it would be OK for a boy to be called as such.

A believer can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being obedient to his/her Creator,
through worshipping Him, doing good deeds, being patient with people, giving them good treatment, good
advice, guiding them to righteousness, as well as elevating himself/herself above people’s shortcomings,
disobedience, and low behaviors. A believer should also be constant and frequent in exalting Allah, praise
to Him, by making “takbeer” (saying “Allahu Akbar,” which means that Allah is Grander than anybody and
anything), as he/she does during the prayer movements, in obedience to the command of Allah, in verse
17: 111.
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And say: "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a son, and has had no partner in (His) dominion and has no
(need of a) protector out of weakness and exalt Him with great exaltation” (saying: “Allahu Akbar”: Allah
is Grander, Greater) (Al-Isra, 17: 111).

In describing believers who can be “kabeer” (grand), Al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on his soul, said:
“Al-kabeer (the grand) among the worshippers of Allah is the one who is perfect, but extends his perfection
to others interacting with him. A person’s perfection is in his mind, piety, and knowledge. Thus, “Al-kabeer”
(the grand) is the knowledgeable and pious worshipper, who guides others (to the right path), and who is
fit to be a model, from whom people get light and knowledge.”

63. Al-'Adtheem: The Great éﬁhﬂ‘

“‘Al-‘Adtheem” (The Great) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “asthma,” which means to become

bigger, more majestic, and higher in position. It is also derived from the verb “adthama,” which means to
praise, glorify, exalt, dignify, respect, and admire.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Adtheem” means that He, praise to Him, is bigger, more majestic, and higher
in position than all of His creations. It also means that He is worthy of praise, glorification, exaltation,
dignification, respect, and admiration by them.

This Good Name of Allah was distinguished by being part of the rukoo’ (bowing down) in prayer, as
acknowledgement of the greatness of Allah, praise to Him, following the Prophet, pbbuh. In a ‘Hadith
narrated by Companion ‘Hudhayfa Bin Al-Yaman, mAbpwh, he said that the Prophet, pbbuh, used to say:
“Exalted is my Lord, the Great,” when making rukoo’ (rukou’: bowing down), and “Exalted is my Lord, the

Highest,” when making sujood (prostration). 74

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned six times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), together
with other Good Names of His. It came once with the Name He called Himself with, Allah, in the context
of warning people of punishment if they commit the sins of disbelief in Him and not giving charity (zakat),

as mentioned in verses 69: 33-37. 75
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Indeed, he did not believe in Allah, the Great, (33) Nor did he urge (encourage) the feeding of the needy.
(34) So, there is not for him here this Day any devoted friend (35) Nor any food except from the discharge
of wounds; (36) None will eat it, except the sinners (37) (Al-‘Haaqga, 69: 33).

Moreover, it came twice with another Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Aliy” (the High. The first was at the end of
the Verse of the Chair, which mentioned His greatness and His highness, praise to Him, as His Chair
encompasses the heavens and the Earth, the preservation of which does not tire Him, (as He is) the High,
the Great (Al-Baqara, 2: 255). The second time came in the context of mentioning that whatever is in the
heavens and the Earth belongs to Him, as He is the High, the Great (Al-Shoora, 42: 4).
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... His Chair encompasses the heavens and the Earth, and their preservation does not tire Him. And He is
the High, the Great (Al-Bagara, 2: 255).

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth, and He is the High, the Great
(Al-Shoora, 42: 4).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Adtheem” (The Great), came in the remaining three times together with the
Name, “Rab” (Lord). Thus, our Lord, the Great, praise to Him, is worth our exaltation of His Name, as He
is the One Who bestowed on us His countless favors. One example of these favors is the fire, which is
produced by firewood from trees, which in turn are produced by the rain, which falls down according to how
Allah, praise to Him, designed the Earth ecosystem (Al-Wagqi’'a, 56: 71: 74). Another example of His favors
is His justice, in His judgment among people, when they stand before Him on the Day of Reckoning. He will
reward believers and punish disbelievers, each as he/she deserves (Al-Wagi’a, 56: 91: 96). A third example
of His favors is revealing His Book, the Holy Quran, as guidance to people, a reminder to the righteous and
a regret to the disbelievers (Al-‘Haaqqa, 89: 48-52).
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And have you seen the fire that you ignite? (71) Is it you who produced its tree, or are We the producer?
(72) We have made it a reminder and provision for the travelers (and other users) (73) So exalt the name
of your Lord, the Great (74) (Al-Wagqi’a, 56: 74).

And if he was of the companions of the right, (90) Then (the angels will say): "Peace for you, (you are) from
the companions of the right." (91) But if he was of the deniers, (disbelievers who were) astray, (92) Then
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(for him is) accommodation of scalding water (93) And burning in Hellfire (94) Indeed, this is the true
certainty, (95) So, exalt the name of your Lord, the Great (96) (Al-Wagi'a, 56: 96).

And indeed, it (the Holy Quran) is a reminder for the righteous. (48) And indeed, We know that among you
are beliers (disbelievers). (49) And indeed, it will be (a cause of) regret upon the disbelievers. (50) And
indeed, it is the truth of certainty. (51) So, exalt the name of your Lord, the Great (52) (Al-‘Haaqqa, 69:
52).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Adtheem” (O, Allah, You are the Great), in Your Highness, position, honor, and traits. | am asking for Your
Help, to me, my parents, my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right path, in what we say and
do (Then, supplicants may ask Allah for whatever they want).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Adtheem” (the Grand), with the definite article
(Al), as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the ultimate in His greatness, while His creations are limited
in time, place, and capabilities. He is greater, more majestic, and higher in position and traits than them.
He is the Creator of the heavens and the Earth, the Bestower of favors, including provision, on His creations,
in their lower life, and He is the One who will hold them accountable for their deeds in the hereafter.

However, a boy can be named as “Abdul ‘Adtheem” (Worshipper of the Great), as this Name represents a
recognition of his worship to his Creator. In a Qudsi ‘Hadith, narrated by Abu Hurayra and Ibn ‘Abbas,
mAbpwt both, Allah, praise to Him, refers to pride and greatness as His traits alone, which nobody should

ascribe them to himself/herself. Those who do that will be thrown into the Fire (in the hereafter). 77

Believers should try, as much as they can, to be “great,” in their traits, capabilities, and behaviors, while
realizing their limitations in time, place, and capabilities. However, nobody should be named as “Great,”
even without the definite article, as a show of politeness toward Allah, the Great, praise to Him, and in
avoidance to self-praise, which He admonished us from doing, as He said: “So, do not claim yourselves to
be pure (do not praise yourselves). He is most knowing of who is righteous (Al-Najm, 53: 32).

While nobody should be named as “Al-‘Adtheem” or ““Adtheem” (the Great, or Great), a person maybe
described as “great,” in comparison to other people, as the Prophet, pbbuh, did when he described the
Byzantine King, Heracles, as the “Great of the Romans,” as we learn from the ‘Hadith.

Companion ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abbas, mAbpwh, said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, sent a message to
Heracles, in which he said: “In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. From Mu’hammed, the
worshipper and Messenger of Allah, to Heracles, the Great of the Romans: Peace to those who follow the
guidance (of Allah). | am calling you with the call of Islam: Accept Islam and you will be safe. Accept Islam
and Allah will give you a doubled reward. However, if you turn away, you will be responsible for the sins of
the Ariesiyeen (his subjects, the peasants). Then, he ended the message with the following verse, from the
Holy Quran:

“Say: "O People of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable between us and you, that we will not
worship except Allah, and not associate anything with Him, and not take one another as lords, instead of
Allah." But if they turn away, then say: "Bear witness that we are Muslims (submitting to Him)" (Al-i-‘Imran,

3. 64)./8

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by helping other people in getting
provision, through their contributions to their education and training. They can also give advice and
guidance to others about how to get work and how to grow in their careers. In addition, people should aspire
to do “great” good deeds, which benefit God’s creations, including humans, animals, and plants. An
example of such good deeds is the contribution to cleaning the air, water, and soil of this planet, which Allah
has trusted us to be His caliphs (deputies) on it.
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64. Al-'Hafidth: The Preserver, the Guardian, the Protector, the Watcher hﬁm\

"Al-'Hafidth" (The Preserver, the Guardian, the Protector, the Watcher) is an adjectival name, derived from
the verb “’hafidtha,” which means to preserve, guard, protect, take care of, and watch.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-'Hafidth" means that He, praise to Him, preserves, guards, protects, takes
care of, and watches over whatever and whoever He wants of His creations.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al), and in
the singular form. It came in verse 2: 64, in which the Children of Ya’coob (Jacob), peace be to him, asked
him to allow them to take their youngest brother with them to Egypt. So, despite his distrust of them, he
declared his trust in Allah, praise to Him, as a better Preserver, Guardian, and Protector of his son than
they are.
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He said: "Should | entrust you with him, except as | entrusted you with his brother before? But Allah is the
best Guardian (Preserver, Protector), and He is the Most Merciful" (Yousuf, 12: 64).

This Name also came twice without the definite article (Al), but in the plural form, which magnifies and
glorifies Allah, praise to Him, more than the singular form. In the first time, it came to confirm God'’s
preservation of the Holy Quran, which He descended to guide humanity. He is guarding it to stay intact,
without any changes, which maybe attempted by the human and jinn devils (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 9). In the second
time, it came in the context of God’s subjection of the jinn devils to serve Sulayman, peace be upon him,
which includes watching them doing what they were commanded to do and preventing them from rebellion
against him, or causing him any harm (Al-Anbiya, 21: 82).
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Indeed, it is We who sent down the Quran, and indeed, We will be its Guardians (Preservers, Protectors)
(Al-‘Hijr, 15: 9).

And of the devils were those who dived for him and did work other than that. And We were of them a
Guardians (Restrainers) (Al-Anbiya, 21: 82).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Hafidth” (O, Allah, You are the Preserver, the Guardian, the Protector). | am asking for Your protection, to
me, to my parents, to my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right path, in what we say and
do (Then, supplicants may ask Allah for whatever they want, within the fold of His teachings).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hafidth” (the Preserver, the Guardian, the
Protector), with or without the definite article (Al), as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One,
Who is capable of preserving, guarding, and protecting anybody in His Dominion. Any other being in
existence is limited in these qualities in time, place, and capabilities. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul ‘Hafidth” (Worshipper of the Preserver, the Guardian, the Protector), as this Name represents a
recognition of his worship to his Creator.
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Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to preserve
themselves, as much as they can, to be pure and obedient to Allah and His Messenger. They should also
do their best to watch for, guard, and protect those who are close to them. This includes family members
and relatives, but it extends to subordinates at work, and society as a whole. Moreover, believers should
do their best to preserve, guard, and protect the Book of Allah (the Holy Quran), by memorizing as much
of it as they can, studying it, implementing its teachings in their daily life, and teaching it to family members,
relatives, and whoever they may interact with.

65. Al-'Hafeedth: The Strong Preserver, Guardian, Protector, Watcher -E.-.ﬂﬂ‘

"Al-'Hafeedth," (The Strong Preserver, Guardian, Protector, Watcher) is an adjectival name, derived from
the verb “hafidtha,” which means to preserve, guard, protect, take care of, and watch.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-'Hafeedth," means that He, praise to Him, is strongly preserving, guarding,
protecting, taking care of, and watching over whatever and whoever He wants of His creations. This is in
accordance with mentioning that He does not tire by preserving the heavens and the Earth (Al-Baqara, 2:
255), and that He has protected the heavens from being penetrated by the jinn devils (Al-‘Hijr, 15: 17: Al-
Saffaat, 37: 7).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned four times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It
came in the context of the command of Allah to His Messenger, pbbuh, to warn those who did not believe
of his people. If they insist on their disbelief, He gives succession to a people other than them. He was
watching them and keeping a record of what they say and do (Hood, 11: 57).

This Name, "Al-'Hafeedth," also came with mentioning the people of Saba, the majority of whom disbelieved
despite the favors of Allah bestowed on them. He watched them and kept a record of what they said and
did (Saba, 34: 21). Further, it came in God’s announcement to humans as a whole, saying that He
completed His Messages to them, with a clear and last Message (Islam), whoever follows it wins, and
whoever disbelieve in it will be a loser in the hereafter. He is not going to descend any more messages of
guidance after this final Message (Al-An’am, 6: 104). Moreover, this Name came in God’s warning to those,
who take other guardians than Him: He is not watching over them and He will be keeping a record of what
they say and do, for accountability on the Day of Reckoning (Al-Shoora, 42: 6).
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But if they turn away, (say to them, O Hood): "l have conveyed that with which | was sent to you. My Lord
will give succession to a people other than you, and you will not (be able to) harm Him at all. Indeed, my
Lord is, over everything, a Guardian" (Hood, 11: 57).

And he (Iblis, Satan) had over them (people of Saba) no authority, except (what we decreed) to know who
believes in the Hereafter from who is thereof in doubt. And your Lord is, over everything, a Guardian (Saba,
34: 21).
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Insights have come to you from your Lord. Whosoever sees clearly, it is for himself, and whosoever is blind,
it is against himself. | am not a Guardian for you (Al-An’am, 6: 104).

And those who take as guardians other than Him, Allah is Watching over them; and you (O Muhammad)
are not a disposer of their affairs (Al-Shoora, 42: 6).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Hafeedth” (O, Allah, You are the Strongly Preserver, Guardian, Protector). | am asking for Your protection,
to me, to my parents, to my family, and to your worshippers. Guide us to the right path, in what we say and
do (Then, supplicants may ask Allah for whatever they want, within the fold of His teachings).

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hafeedth” (the Strongly Preserver, Guardian,
Protector), with the definite article (Al), as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is
capable of preserving, guarding, and protecting anybody in His Dominion. Any other being in existence is
limited in these qualities in time, place, and capabilities. However, a boy can be named as “’ Abdul ‘Hafeedth”
(Worshipper of the Preserver, the Guardian, the Protector), as this Name represents a recognition of his
worship to his Creator.

Nobody should also be named as “Hafeedth,” without the definite article either, for the same reasons
mentioned above. However, a believer can be described as ‘Hafeedth, as Allah, praise to Him, did, when
He promised Paradise for every returner to Allah, and to the one who is a “guardian” (preserver) of himself
to stay righteous (Qaf, 50: 32), and as Yoosuf (Joseph), peace be upon him, did, when he said to the King
of Egypt: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land, as | am indeed, a knowledgeable guardian" (Yousuf,
12: 55).

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to preserve
themselves, as much as they can, to be pure and obedient to Allah and His Messenger. They should also
do their best to watch for, guard, and protect those who are close to them. This includes family members
and relatives, but it extends to subordinates at work, and society as a whole. Moreover, believers should
do their best to preserve, guard, and protect the Book of Allah (the Holy Quran), by memorizing as much
of it as they can, studying it, implementing its teachings in their daily life, and teaching it to family members,
relatives, and whoever they may interact with.

66. Al-Muqeet: The Provider of Sustenance M‘

“Al-Mugeet” (The Provider of Sustenance) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “qaata,” which

means to provide the basic sustenance of food necessary for keeping a person to alive.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Mugeet” means that He, praise to Him, is capable of preserving the life of
His creations, through providing them with the sustenance they need to stay alive. He is also watching
them, keeping records of their deeds, and will reward or punish them accordingly, in the hereafter. Further,
“Al-Mugeet” is the One Who is in control of people’s life, through His capability of providing them with the
basic provision, which is necessary to sustain their life, as mentioned by the renowned interpreters of the
Holy Quran.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It came
in the context of mentioning intercession. Thus, “Al-Muqgeet” is the One Who is capable of doing anything
He wills, such as preserving the life of His creations through the sustenance they need to stay alive. He is
also capable of preserving what they say or do, including their good or bad intercessions, for which they
will be accountable before Him, in the hereafter (Al-Nisa, 4: 85).
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Whoever intercedes for a good cause will have a reward therefrom; and whoever intercedes for an evil
cause will have a burden therefrom. And ever is Allah, over all things, a Provider of Sustenance (a Keeper)
(Al-Nisa, 4: 85).

The noun “qoot” (sustenance) was also mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in the context of God’s
creation of the Earth and making it suitable for life. As such, after making the mountains as anchors to
stabilize the Earth, Allah, praise to Him, blessed it, and determined its various kinds of sustenance, to suit
different kinds of His creations therein, without distinction between one kind and another (Fussilat, 41: 10).
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And He placed on it (the Earth) anchors (mountains) over its surface (and deep beneath it), and He blessed
it, and determined therein its (various kinds of) sustenance, in four days, without distinction, for (various
kinds of) the needy (asking creatures) (Fussilat, 41: 10).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
Mugeet,” provide us of Your sustenance and of Your countless blessings.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Muqgeet,” with the definite article (Al), or without
it, as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of providing His creations of
the sustenance they need to survive in this life. He is also capable of holding them accountable for their
words and actions, in the hereafter. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Al-Mugeet,” (Worshipper of
the Sustainer), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to earn a living, which
sustains them and their families. Believers are also expected to help the poor, who struggle to have their
own sustenance, and to give charity to those who are in need.

67. Al-'Haseeb: The Reckoner, the Accountant, the Calculator ’Q:WAJ\

"Al-'Haseeb" (The Reckoner, the Accountant, the Calculator) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb

“ “

hasuba,” which means to descend from a noble ancestry. There is another related verb, “hasiba,” which
means to take into consideration and to estimate. A third related verb is “hasaba,” which means to count
and calculate, which is the root verb for two other Good Names of Allah, "Saree'u Al-'Hisab" (The Fast in

Calculation and Reckoning) and "Asra'u Al-'Hasibeen" (The Fastest of Calculators and Reckoners).

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-'Haseeb" means that He, praise to Him, possesses the ultimate perfection
and Majesty. He is Sufficient as a Witness to people’s behaviors, holding them accountable for their words
and actions, in this life. He will judge them, to be rewarded or punished accordingly, on the Day of
Reckoning.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned three times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It
came in the context of God’s command for the good treatment of orphans, and of guarding their inherited
wealth for them, until they mature to adulthood. Then, their inherited wealth should be given to them in the
presence of withesses. The related verse is concluded by stating that Allah, praise to Him, is Sufficient as
a Witness and Accountant (Al-Nisa, 4: 6). This Name came also together with the command of Allah to
people, to greet each other back with a better or equal greeting. Then, the command was followed by the
statement that He is Sufficient as a Witness and Accountant (Al-Nisa, 4: 86). Further, it came to praise the
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Prophet, pbuh, and the believers, who told God’s Message to people, and who do not fear anybody other
than Him. He is Sufficient as a Witness on what they did (Al-A’hzab, 33: 39).
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Then, when you release their (inherited) wealth to them (orphans), bring witnesses upon them. And
sufficient is Allah as Accountant (Al-Nisa, 4: 6).

And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet (back) with one better than it, or (at least) return it (in a
like manner). Indeed, Allah is ever, over all things, an Accountant (Al-Nisa, 4: 86).

(Allah praises) those who convey the messages of Allah, and fear Him, and do not fear anyone but Allah.
And sufficient is Allah as Accountant (Al-A’hzab, 33: 39).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta “Al-
‘Haseeb,” the Possessor of Perfection and Majesty, the Sufficient Witness on what we say and do: We ask
you to guide us to do the best deeds in this life, and to get the best reward in the hereafter.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Haseeb,” with the definite article (Al), or without
it, as it refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of witnessing people’s secret
and open deeds, and He is the only One Who is capable of judging them accordingly, on the Day of
Reckoning. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Al-‘Haseeb,” (Worshipper of the Reckoner, the
Accountant, the Calculator), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by holding themselves accountable for
what they do, through self-reproach and regular self-questioning. They should thank Allah for His guidance
to them, in saying and doing what pleases Him. They should repent and ask Him for forgiveness if they
commit a sin or a disobedience. Thus doing, they keep themselves pure, which will help them in winning
the pleasure of Allah, Who praised those who maintain regular self-reproach (Al-Qiyama, 75: 2).

So, a person can be a “Haseeb” (as a trait, not a name) by holding himself responsible and accountable for
what he says or does, while knowing that Allah knows what people think about, whether they keep it secret
or make it known, and He holds them accountable for it. He may forgive or punish whoever He wills, and
He is Capable of doing everything (Al-Baqara, 2: 284).
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To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth. Whether you show what is within

yourselves or conceal it, Allah will bring you to account for it. Then, He will forgive whom He wills and
punish whom He wills, and Allah is over everything Capable (Al-Bagara, 2: 284).
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68. Saree'u Al-'Hisab (pronounced as saree'ul 'hisab): .
The Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation &‘UU-‘@J\ &,—.U}ﬂ

"Saree'u Al-'Hisab" (The Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation) is an adjectival compound name,
composed of two words. The first is “Saree’u” (Fast), which is an adjectival name, derived from the verb
“asra’a,” meaning to be fast, speed up, or quicken.

“

The second word is “Al-‘Hisab,” which is a noun, derived from the verb “hasaba,” meaning to reckon with,
count, and calculate. This is also the root verb for another Good Name of Allah, "Asra'u Al-'Hasibeen"
(Fastest of Accountants, Calculators, and Reckoners).

As a Good Name of Allah, "Saree'u Al-'Hisab" means that He, praise to Him, is capable of bringing all of
His creations to a fast reckoning, in the hereafter, which nobody else is capable of. He is also fast in counting
all words and deeds of His creations, no matter how small these are, and calculating their effects. Further,
He is fast in bringing evidence for everything written in their records, so nobody is dealt with unjustly.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned eight times in the Holy Quran, all of which ended with the
statement that Allah, praise to Him, is "Saree'u Al-'Hisab" (Fast in Reckoning). This statement came in the
context of giving believers glad tidings that they will be rewarded, for calling on Him to give them the good
of this life and the hereafter. He will be Fast in giving them that reward (Al-Baqara, 2: 201-202). He is Fast
in Reckoning, with punishment, for the disbelievers and the People of the Book who disputed each other,
for no other reasons than animosity and envy (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 19).

Likewise, He is Fast in Reckoning, with reward, for the People of the Book, who believe in Allah, the
Scriptures, and the Holy Quran (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 199), for both the obedient and disobedient to His
commands, which prescribe what is lawful and unlawful for them (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 4), for those who disbelieve,
without a revision for His judgment (Al-Ra’d, 13: 40-41), for every self (the deciding part of the soul), for
what it earns in this life (Ibrahim, 14: 51), for the disbelievers, who will find out that their deeds are worthless,
because of their disbelief (Al-Noor, 24: 39), and for every self, for what it earns, without any injustice to

anybody (Ghafir, 40: 17). '
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But among them (the believers) is (the one) who says, "Our Lord, give us in this life (that which is) good
and in the Hereafter (that which is) good, and shield us from the punishment of the Fire." (201) Those will
have a share of what they have earned, and Allah is Fast in Reckoning (202) (Al-Bagara, 2: 201-202).

Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam (submission to Him). And those who were given the
Scripture did not differ except after knowledge had come to them, out of animosity (envy) among them. And
whoever disbelieves in the verses of Allah, then indeed, Allah is Fast in Reckoning (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 19).

And indeed, among the People of the Scripture are those who believe in Allah and what was revealed to
you and what was revealed to them, (they are) humbly submissive to Allah. They do not exchange the
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verses of Allah for a small price. Those will have their reward with their Lord. Indeed, Allah is Fast in
Reckoning (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 199).

Our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, told us in many verses of the Holy Quran about His just reckoning for His
creations, in the hereafter. He mentioned that every self will be held accountable for what it earns during
its lower life, including everything it says and does, as these are included in its book, which does not leave
out anything, whether small or big (Al-Kahf, 18: 49), even if that was an atom weight of a good or evil act
(Al-Zalzala, 99: 7-8). In addition to the book, written by angels, for every self (Al-Infitar, 82: 10-11; Al-
Zukhruf, 43: 80), the soul testifies about the words and actions of people, with sound and vision, through
the memories of the mind, self, and body organs, such as hearts, brains, hands, and legs (Ya-Seen, 36:
65), if they deny what is written in their books. This means that God’s reckoning of His creations is just. It

does not include any injustice (Al-Bagara, 2: 281).8°

Concerning the speed of God’s reckoning, it should be enough to mention the human ability now to send
news all over the world, through the satellites orbiting Earth, and through phones, computers, radio sets,
and TV sets. Further, governments are now capable of controlling all of these means of communication, at
any moment, to send messages to their populations, containing news, or warnings of disasters or dangers.
So, if humans are capable of doing that, it should be a given that their Creator is more capable and much
faster than His creations.

Another example about the fast speed by which God’s commands are implemented is the nature of His
angels and their speed. In a Sa’hi’h ‘Hadith, we are told that angels were created of light, which enables
them to travel in the speed of light and faster, to carry the commands of Allah and implement them (Al-

Na’hl, 16: 2). Moreover, they are capable to ascend to Him, above the heavens, in one day, which is

estimated as fifty thousand years (Al-Ma’arij, 70: 40). 81

Thus, Allah, praise to Him, has told us some information, which gives us an idea about the speed of carrying
out His commands and His will. This may help us imagine how fast His reckoning of His creations maybe,
on the Day of Reckoning.

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta
Saree'u Al-'Hisab." You are Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation. You are the Possessor of
Perfection and Majesty, the Sufficient Witness on what we say and do: We ask you to guide us in doing the
best deeds in this life, and to give us the best rewards in the hereafter.

Nobody should be named with this compound Good Name of Allah, “Saree'u Al-'Hisab,” as it refers to His
uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of witnessing people’s secret and open deeds, and
He is the only One Who is capable of judging them accordingly, on the Day of Reckoning, with a speed
which nobody else is capable of.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by holding themselves accountable for
what they do, through self-reproach and regular self-questioning. They should thank Allah for His guidance
to them, in saying and doing what pleases Him. They should repent and ask Him for forgiveness if they
commit a sin or a disobedience. Further, they should apologize to those whom they have wronged, ask
them for forgiveness, and correct what they committed against them. Thus doing, they keep themselves
pure, which will help them in winning the pleasure of Allah, Who praised those who maintain regular self-
reproach (Al-Qiyama, 75: 2).
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69. Asra'u Al-'Hasibeen (pronounced as asra'ul 'hasibeen): The Fastest of Accountants,
Calculators, and Reckoners u-\-wlﬂ‘ &JM\

"Asra'u Al-'Hasibeen" (The Fastest of Accountants, Calculators, and Reckoners) is an adjectival compound
name, composed of two words. The first is “Asra’u” (faster than, or fastest), which is a comparative
adjective, derived from the verb “asra’a,” meaning to be fast, speed up, or quicken.

“

The second word is “Al-‘Hisab,” which is a noun, derived from the verb “hasaba,” meaning to reckon with,
count, and calculate. This also is the root verb for another Good Name of Allah, "Saree'u Al-'Hisab" (The
Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation).

As a Good Name of Allah, "Asra'u Al-'Hasibeen" means that He is faster than any of His creations, and their
devices, in counting their deeds, whether these are small or big, done in secret or openly, and holding them
accountable for what they do.

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in verse 6: 62, which mentions
that people will be returned to their Creator, Allah, to give them His fast judgment, as He is Fastest of
Accountants.
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Then they (His worshippers) are returned to Allah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, His is the judgment,
and He is the Fastest of Accountants (Al-An'am, 6: 62).

Concerning the application of knowledge about this Good Name of Allah, see what has been mentioned
in the above-listed Name, "Saree'u Al-'Hisab" (The Fast in Reckoning, Accounting, and Calculation).

70. Al-Kareem: The Generous éﬁ)ﬁ\

"Al-Kareem" (The Generous), is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “karuma,” which means to give
away easily, willingly, and happily, in more than what recipients need. It also means to accord honor,
nobility, and positive uniqueness to someone.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Kareem" means that He is the One Who, easily, willingly, and happily,
provides His creations with much more sustenance and resources than they need or ask for, in this life. He
is also the One Who provides His worshippers with His generosity, through His reward to them in the
hereafter. Thus, His generosity to His creations, praise to Him, is a sign of His greatness, mightiness, and
wealth.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), and once
without it. It came in the context of mentioning that Allah, praise to Him, did not create humans playfully,
that we will return to Him for reckoning, and that He is glorified by His five Good Names of Allah, the
Sovereign, the Right, the Lord of the Throne, and the Generous, that is the Great (Al-Muminoon, 23: 115-
116). It also came in the context of mentioning the favors and generosity of Allah to humans, by mentioning
the first four stages of creation: Starting life in the cell, fashioning in the right proportions, walking on two
legs, and imaging (Al-Infitar, 82: 6-8). Further, it came in the context of reminding humans that His
generosity to His creations is an inherent quality in Him. It is unrelated to their gratitude to Him, or disbelief
in Him (Al-Naml, 27: 40).
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Did you think that We created you uselessly, and that to Us you would not be returned?" (115) Exalted is
Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth; there is no (other) deity except Him, Lord of the Throne, the Generous.
(116) (Al-Muminoon, 23: 115-116).

O human being, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous, (6) Who created you,
proportioned you, and balanced you (by walking upright)? (7) In whatever form He willed He assembled
you. (8) (Al-Infitar, 82: 6-8).

Said one who had knowledge from the Book: "l will bring it to you before your glance returns to you." And
when he (Sulayman, Solomon) saw it placed before him, he said: "This is from the favor of my Lord, to
test me whether | thank (Him) or disbelieve (in His signs). And whoever thanks, he thanks for (the benefit
of) himself. And whoever disbelieves, then indeed, my Lord is Rich and Generous" (Al-Naml, 27: 40).

Al-Ghazali, may Allah reward him for his good works, provided a beautiful description of Allah, praise to
Him, through the explanation of this Good Name. He said: The Generous is the One Who pardons while
being capable to punish, Who keeps a promise if He gives one, Who gives away more than what the
recipient asks for, and He gives away without hesitation about how much and to whom. It does not please
Him when His creations ask anybody other than Him. When His creations run away from Him, He
approaches them with gentle reproof, not severely. However, takes refuge with Him, will never be lost, and
He will be enough for him, to seek other means or interceders. Whoever truly has all of these qualities, He

is the absolute Generous One, and that is Allah, praise to Him, only Him.” 82

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Kareem" (the Generous). We ask You to extend Your great generosity to us, in this life, and in the hereafter.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Kareem,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of giving away to all of His creations,
easily, and more than what they need or ask for, in this life. He is also the only One Who is going to shower
His believing worshippers, with the great reward He promised them, in the hereafter.

However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Al-Kareem,” (Worshipper of the Generous), as this Name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, a boy can be named as “Kareem,” and a
girl can be named as “Kareema,” both without the definite article (Al). This is in line with the description of
the Messengers of Allah in the Holy Quran, as “Kareem” (noble and honorable). This was the description
of Moussa (Moses), pbuh (Al-Naml, 27: 29) and of Mu’hammed, pbbuh (Al-‘Haaqqa, 69: 40). This was also
the description of the abundant favors and provisions of Allah to His worshippers in Paradise (Saba, 34: 4),
and of the great rewards to believers, in the hereafter (Al-A’hzab, 33: 44).

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being generous givers of what their
Lord extended to them, as people’s wealth is a trial for them, to show their gratitude and obedience to their
Creator, or to be disbelieving and disobedient to Him (Al-Fajr, 89: 15). Moreover, the most honored among
people, in the sight of Allah, is the most righteous, that is the most obedient and grateful (Al-‘Hujurat, 49:
13). Further, the ‘Hadith tells us that being generous to one’s guest is a sign of the belief in Allah and the

Last Day. a3
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71. Al-AKram: The Most Generous é)s\!‘

“

"Al-AKram" (The Most Generous) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “karuma,” which means to
give away easily, willingly, and happily, in more than what recipients need. It also means to accord honor,
nobility, and positive uniqueness to someone.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Akram" means that He, praise to Him, is the One Who, easily, willingly, and
happily, provides His creations with much more sustenance and resources than they need or ask for, and
more than any other generous person or entity.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came in
the context of mentioning the favors of Allah to human beings, which nobody else, other than Him, can
provide. He is "Al-AKram" (The Most Generous), as He created humans and other living beings, by starting
life on this planet, and by starting it in the womb after that. He is the One Who taught His creations how to
read and how to write, which enabled humans to learn. These meanings came in the first five verses of
Surat Al-‘Alag, which contain the first word revealed in the Holy Quran, “Igra” (Read), confirming that
teaching humans how to read and write has been among the greatest features of God’s generosity to them
(Al-'Alaq, 96: 1-5).
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Read in the name of your Lord who created - (1) Created the human being from a clinging substance. (2)
Read, and your Lord is the Most Generous - (3) Who taught by the pen - (4) Taught the human being that
which he did not know (5) (Al-'Alaq, 96: 1-5).

Concerning the application of knowledge about this Good Name of Allah, see what has been mentioned
in the above-listed Name, "Al-Kareem” (The Generous).

72. Al-Raqgeeb (pronounced as ar-rageeb): The Watchful, the Observer 0 ../JS‘

"Al-Rageeb" (The Watchful) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ragaba,” which means to watch,
observe, look at thoughtfully, and surveil. As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is the
One Who watches everything, everywhere, at all times, including what His creations say and do. He is the
Witness to their secretive and open deeds. Nothing escapes His knowledge or hides away from Him.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came to
mean the Witness, in the context of God’s questioning of His Messenger ‘Eissa (Jesus), pbuh, after lifting
him up to heaven. Allah asked him if he ever said to the people to take him and his mother as deities,
instead of Allah. He answered that he did not say anything except what he was commanded to tell people,
to worship Allah, his Lord, and their Lord. He added that he was a witness to them as long as he stayed
among them. However, after he had been lifted to heaven, Allah was the Watchful over them, as He is
Witness over all things (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 116-117).
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And when Allah said: "O ‘Eissa (Jesus), Son of Maryam, did you say to the people: 'Take me and my
mother as deities instead of Allah?™ He said: "Exalted are You! It was not for me to say that, to which |
have no right. If | had said it, You would have known it. You know what is within myself, and | do not know
what is within Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the Unknown (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 116).

| did not say to them except what You commanded me: Worship Allah, my Lord, and your Lord. And | was
a witness over them as long as | was among them; but when You ended my record (by lifting me up), You
were the Watchful (the Observer) over them, and You are, over all things, a Witness (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 117).

This Name was also mentioned twice in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It came in the
context of reminding people that Allah created them from a single self (part of a soul), then He created its
mate out of it, and many men and women were created after that from them. This should obligate people
to acknowledge Him as their Creator, by worshipping Him, being obedient to Him, and maintaining good
treatment to their womb relatives, as He is Watchful over them and Witness to their words and actions (Al-
Nisa, 4: 1). This Name also came in the context of the revelation about the wives of His Messenger, pbbuh
(Al-A’hzab, 33: 52).
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O People (humans), avoid (the punishment of) your Lord, Who created you from a single self (part of the
soul), and created from it its mate, and brought out from both of them many men and women. And avoid
(the punishment of) Allah, through Whom you ask one another, and (keep good relations with) the wombs
(womb relatives). Indeed, Allah is ever, over you, a Watcher (an Observer) (Al-Nisa, 4: 1).

Not lawful to you, (O Mu’hammed), are (any additional) women after (this revelation), nor (is it) for you to
exchange them for (other) wives, even if their beauty were to please you, except what your right hand
possesses. And ever is Allah, over all things, a Watcher (an Observer) (Al-A’hzab, 33: 52).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Rageeb" (the Watchful, the Observer). We ask You to protect us from any harm.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Rageeb,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who watches everything, everywhere, at all times,
including what His creations say and do. He is the Witness to their secretive and open deeds. Nothing
escapes His knowledge or hides away from Him. However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Al-Rageeb,”
(Worshipper of the Watchful), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being “watchful” of themselves, of
those who are related to them, and of their subordinates, with the purpose of maintaining obedience to
their Lord, Allah. The Holy Quran mentions that there is a watchful, ready (angel), who records every
utterance a human being may say (Qaf, 50: 18). The Prophet of Allah, Shu’ayb, pbuh, was also described
as watchful, while waiting for the punishment of Allah to the disbelievers among his people (Hood, 11:
93).
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73. Al-Qareeb: The Nearby, the Close L\,gf.\lt

"Al-Qareeb" (The Nearby, the Close) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “garuba,” which means
to be nearby, or to get closer to a place or a person. It is the opposite of being faraway. Another derivative
of this verb is the noun “qaraaba,” which refers to a relationship on the basis of blood, marriage, trait, or
mindset.

As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is the One Who is nearby (close) to His creations
in general, and to His worshippers, who call upon Him, in particular. He is nearby (close) to them, through
His ability to hear and see them, and to know what they do secretly and openly, as we learn from His Good
Names of the Hearer, the Seer, and the Knowing. He is also nearby (close) to them, through His angels,
who are capable of entering their bodies (Qaf, 50: 16; Al-Wagqji’atu, 56: 83-85).

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned three times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It
came in the context of God’s announcement to the believers that He is nearby (close) to them, and of His
encouragement to them to call upon Him, promising to answer their calls, and to guide them to the right
path (Al-Baqgara, 2: 186). It also came in the context of the call of Sali’h, pbuh, to his people, to worship
Allah, repent to Him, and ask Him for forgiveness, as He is nearby (close), hearing them. He is a Responder,
Who accepts repentance and a granter of forgiveness (Hood, 11: 61). Further, it came in the context of the
command of Allah, praise to Him, to His Messenger, Mu’hammed, pbbuh, to tell people that Allah is a
Hearer (All-Hearing) and nearby (close), Who knows what His Messenger says, and confirms to them that
whatever guidance the Messenger brings to them, it is from His Lord (Saba, 34: 50).
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And when My worshippers ask you, (O Muhammad), about Me - indeed | am Nearby (Close). | respond to
the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me and believe in Me that
they may be guided (Al-Baqara, 2: 186).

And to Thamood, their brother Sali’h. He said, “O my people, worship God, you have no god other than
Him. He initiated you from the Earth and settled you in it. So, seek His forgiveness, and repent to Him. My
Lord is Nearby (Close) and Responsive” (Hood, 11: 61).

Say, "If | should err, | would only err against myself. But if | am guided, it is by what my Lord reveals to me.
Indeed, He is Hearing and Nearby (Close)" (Saba, 34: 50).

Concerning how close Allah, praise to Him, to His creations, the Holy Quran verses tell us that He is closer
to a human being than his jugular vein. This is through His angels, who are capable of entering the human
body, and traveling in its veins with the blood blown by the heart, carrying oxygen and nutrients to various
organs. The angels are also capable of traveling through the veins which carry the carbon dioxide and
wastes from the body organs to the heart, to be disposed out of the body. An example of these veins is the
jugular vein, which functions as a drainage canal. It carries such harmful wastes from the head, including
the brain, back to the heart. Without such drainage, harmful wastes accumulate, and the pressure increases
in the brain, which affects its ability to function normally, or even threatens its life. The Holy Quran verses
also refer to the questioning whispers in the self (part of the mind), which is housed in the brain. Thus, the
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verses tell us that Allah, praise to Him, is closer to a person’s brain, through His angels, from the jugular
vein, which is connected to the mind and the self in it (Qaf, 50: 16). The same meaning is present in
mentioning that Allah is closer to the dying person from his family members and relatives, surrounding him,
through His angels, who are sent to capture his soul (Al-Wagi’a, 56: 83-85; Al-Sajda, 32: 11).
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And We have already created the human being and know what his self (part of the soul) whispers to him,
and We are closer (nearer) to him than (his) jugular vein (Qaf, 50: 16).

Then why, when the soul at death reaches the throat (83) And you are at that time looking on - (84) And
We (through Our angels) are closer (nearer) to him than you, but you do not see — (85) (Al-Wagi’a, 56:
85).

Say, "The angel of death will take your souls, as he is tasked to do so. Then, you will be returned to your
Lord" (Al-Sajda, 32: 11).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Qareeb" (O Allah, You are the Nearby, the Close) to everything, through Your hearing, Your sight, and Your
knowledge. | ask You for Your “guidance, righteousness, chastity, and wealth,” and | ask You for Your

protection from any harm. 84

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Qareeb,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of hearing, seeing, and knowing
everything, anywhere, at any time, including what His creations say and do. He is the only One Who is
capable of answering the calls of His creations, all of them if He wills. However, a boy can be named as
“Abdul Al-Qareeb,” (Worshipper of the Nearby, the Close), as this Name represents a recognition of his
worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by being close to their Lord, Allah, through
obedience to His commands and avoidance of His prohibitions. They can also do that through their
continuous contact with Him, through various ways of worship, good deeds, calling upon Him, and giving
extra charities. Further, believers should do their best to be close to their family members, relatives, and
the people they interact with, by asking them about their circumstances and to provide them with advice
and help, as much as they can.

74. Al-Mujeeb: The Responder, the Responsive ‘L‘M\

"Al-Mujeeb" (The Responder, the Responsive) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “ajaaba,” which
means to answer someone, giving information about his/her question. It also means to respond to someone,
by giving the caller what he/she asks for. As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is the
One Who accepts the calls of His worshippers and responds to them, giving them what they ask for, if He
wills.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al). It came
in the context of the call of the Messenger of Allah, Sali’h, to his people, to worship Allah, repent to Him,
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and ask Him for forgiveness, as He is Nearby (Close) to His creations. This means that He is capable of
hearing their repentance and pleas for forgiveness, and He is Responsive by accepting their repentance
and their pleas for forgiveness (Hood, 11: 61).
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And to Thamood, their brother Sali’h. He said, “O my people, worship God, you have no god other than
Him. He initiated you from the Earth and settled you in it. So, seek His forgiveness, and repent to Him. My
Lord is Nearby (Close), Responsive” (Hood, 11: 61).

Allah, praise to Him, promised His worshippers of responding to their calls on Him and of His guidance to
them (Al-Baqara, 2: 186). He said: "Call upon Me, | will respond to you" (Fatir, 40: 60). He also said:
“Respond to Allah and to the Messenger, when he calls you to that which gives you (an everlasting) life”
(Al-Anfal, 8: 24). Further, He said: “Respond to your Lord before a Day comes, of which there is no repelling
from Allah (Al-Shoora, 42: 47). He also mentioned that He is the One Who “answers (responds to) the
desperate one, when he calls upon Him, and removes the harm (inflicted) on him (Al-Naml, 27: 62).
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And when My worshippers ask you, (O Muhammad), about Me - indeed | am Nearby (Close). | respond to
the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me and believe in Me
that they may be guided (Al-Bagara, 2: 186).

And your Lord says: "Call upon Me, | will respond to you." Indeed, those who disdain My worship will
enter Hell (rendered) contemptible (Fatir, 40: 60).

O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger, when he calls you to that which gives
you (an everlasting) life. And know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart, and that you will be
gathered to Him (Al-Anfal, 8: 24).

Respond to your Lord before a Day comes, of which there is no repelling from Allah. No refuge will you
have that Day, nor will there be any denial (about it) for you (Al-Shoora, 42: 47).

Is He not Who answers (responds to) the desperate one, when he calls upon Him, and removes the harm
(inflicted) on him, and makes you caliphs of the Earth? Is there a deity with Allah? Little you do remember
(Al-Naml, 27: 62).
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Concerning how Allah, praise to Him, responds to the supplications (calls) of His worshippers, there is a
‘Hadith narrated by Companion ‘Ubada Bin Al-Samit, mAbpwh, who said that the Messenger of Allah,
pbbuh, said: “As long as there is a Muslim on Earth, who calls on Allah, praise to Him, he will be given what
he asks for, or he will be shielded of equal harm, except for calls which include sins or disconnection with
relatives.” Then, a man said (to the Messenger of Allah): So, we do more (calls). The Messenger replied to

him, saying: “Allah is more (in His responses). 85

Concerning the ability of Allah to respond to the supplications (calls) of His worshippers, there is a ‘Hadith
narrated by Companion Abu Dhar Al-Ghaffari, mAbpwh, who said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said
that Allah, praise to Him, said: “O My worshippers! If your first (generation) and your last (generation), your
humankind and your jinn kind, would stand together in one place, and ask me (for whatever they need),
and | would give each one of them what he/she asked for, that will not decrease what | have, except for

how much a needle takes from the sea (ocean) when it is emersed in it.” 86

Our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, mentioned many examples about His response to His worshippers, who
call upon Him. He answered (responded to) those who “emigrated, or were evicted from their homes, or
were harmed in” His “cause or fought or were killed,” that He will surely remove from them (accountability
for) their misdeeds, and He will surely admit them to Paradise (Al-i-‘Imran, 3: 195). He answered (responded
to) the calls of Muslim fighters in the Battle of Badr, by reinforcing them “with a thousand of the angels,
following one another" (Al-Anfal, 8:9). He answered (responded to) the calls of Moosa (Moses) and Haroon
(Aaron), peace be upon them, to obliterate the wealth of Pharaoh and his establishment, “and harden their
hearts, so that they will not believe until they see the painful punishment" (Younus, 10: 88-89), to the call
of Yousuf (Joseph), pbuh, by averting “from him their plot (plan)” (Yousuf, 12: 34), to the call of Noo’h
(Noah), pbuh, by saving “him and his family from the great catastrophe (the flood) (Al-Anbiya, 21: 76), to
the call of Ayyoob (Job), pbuh, by removing “what afflicted him of harm (disease) (Al-Anbiya, 21: 84), to the
call of Younus (Jonah), pbuh, by saving “him from the distress (of being in the whale’s belly) (Al-Anbiya,
21: 88), and the call of Zakariya, pbuh, by giving him Ya’hya (John), and amending for him his wife (Al-

Anbiya, 21: 90). &/

Our Lord, Allah, praise to Him, also mentioned that believers are characterized by being responsive to the
calls of His Messengers, who called people to believe in Him, obey His commands, and avoid His
prohibitions. As a result, He promised a great reward, in the hereafter, to those believers “who responded
to Allah and the Messenger after injury had struck them” (Al-i-‘Imran, 3172), to those who responded to
their Lord” (Al-Ra’d, 13: 18), to those “who have responded to their Lord, established prayer, whose affair
is (determined by) consultation among themselves, and from what (Allah) has provided them, they spend”
(Al-Shoora, 42: 38), and to those who “believed and did good (righteous) deeds” (Al-Shoora, 42: 26).

By contrast, disbelievers are characterized by not being responsive to the calls of the Messenger and the
believers for them to believe in Allah (Fatir, 35: 14). They call on others than Allah, who are not capable of
responding to them (Al-A’hqaf, 46: 5), and they respond to the Shaytan (Satan) (Ibrahim, 14: 22). Therefore,
He has warned them that “whoever does not respond to the call of Allah will not cause failure (to Him), upon
Earth, and he will not have besides Him any protectors. Those (disbelievers) are in manifest misguidance"
(AlI-A’hqaf, 46: 5). Those disbelievers, who do not respond (to their Lord, Allah), “if they had all that is in the
Earth entirely, and the like of it with it, they would ransom themselves thereby. Those will have the worst
reckoning, and their refuge is Hell, and wretched is the resting place” (Al-Ra’d, 13: 18).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Mujeeb" (O Allah, You are the Responder, the Responsive) to the calls of Your worshippers. | ask You for

Your “guidance, righteousness, chastity, and wealth,” and | ask You for Your protection from any harm. 88

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Mujeeb,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is capable of hearing the calls of all of His
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creations, responding to them, and giving them what they ask Him for, if He wills. However, a boy can be
named as “Abdul Al-Mujeeb,” (Worshipper of the Responder, the Responsive), as this Name represents a
recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to respond to their
Lord, Allah, through obedience to His commands and avoidance of His prohibitions. They should also
maintain their continuous contact with Him, through performing the mandated ways of worship (‘ibadat),
voluntary ways of worship (nawafil), calling upon Him, and giving charity for His sake.

Further, believers should do their best to respond to those who ask them lawfully for something they need,
for help, and for refuge, whether these are their family members, relatives, people they interact with, or
anyone else around the world they can help.

75. Ni'ma Al- Mujeeboon (pronounced as ni'mal mujeeboon): Praised is the Best of the Responders

Osmaal) ard

"Ni'ma Al-Mujeeboon" (Praised is the Best of the Responders) is a compound adjectival name, composed
of two words. The first is “Ni’'ma,” which is an adjective in the form of a verb, in the past tense, meaning
“praised is the name following it.”

The word “Ni'ma” is part of six Good Names of Allah. These are Ni'ma Al-Mujeeboon (Praised is the Best
of Responders), Ni'ma Al-Wakeel (Praised is the Best Disposer of Affairs), Ni'ma Al-Mawla (Praised is the
Special Caretaker), Ni'ma Al-Naseer (Praised is the Supporter), and Ni'ma Al-Qadiroon (Praised is the Best
of the Capable).Ni'ma Al-Mahidoon (Praised is the Best of the Preparers).

In addition, the word “Ni'ma” came as praise from Allah to his two worshippers, Sulayman (Solomon) and
Younus (Jonah), peace be upon them, as well as to giving charity, good doers, the righteous, and the

reward promised to believers. 89

The second word, “Al-Mujeeboon,” is an adjectival name, in the majestic plural form, in reference to Allah,
the One, the Uniquely One. It is derived from the verb “ajaaba,” which means to answer someone, giving
information about his/her question. It also means to respond to someone, by giving the caller what he/she
asks for. As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He, praise to Him, is the One Who is more and better
than any other responder in His response to the calls of His worshippers, giving them what they ask for and
what they need, if He wills.

This compound Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, in verse 75 of Surat Al-
Saaffat (37). It came in the context of mentioning what happened to the Messenger of Allah Noo’h (Noah),
pbuh, whose people rejected his calls for them to believe in Allah, but they did not believe. Instead, they
accused him of lying and of insanity. Then, he complained to his Lord, Allah, that they defeated him, and
asked for His support (Al-Qamar54: 9-10). Allah, praise to Him, responded by saving him and the believers
with him in the ship, while drowning the disbelievers (Al-Shu’ara, 26: 117-120).
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And Noo’h (Noah) had called Us, (and we are) the Best of Responders. (75) And We saved him and his
family from the great calamity (76) (Al-Saaffat, 37: 75-76).

The people of Noah denied before them, and they denied Our servant and said, "A madman," and he was
repelled. (9) So, he invoked his Lord, "Indeed, | am overpowered, so help." (10) (Al-Qamar, 54: 9-10).

He said, "My Lord, indeed my people have denied me. (117) Then judge between me and them with
decisive judgment and save me and those with me of the believers." (118) So, We saved him and those
with him in the laden ship. (119) Then We drowned thereafter the remaining ones. (120) (Al-Shu’ara, 26:
117-120).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Ni'ma
Al-Mujeeboon” (O Allah, You are the Praised, Best of Responders), the more and better in the response to
the calls of Your worshippers, in giving them what they ask for and what they need. | ask You for Your
“guidance, righteousness, chastity, and wealth,” and | ask You for Your protection from any harm.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Ni'ma Al-Mujeeboon,” as it refers to His
uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who is more and better than any other responder in His response
to the calls of His worshippers and in giving them what they ask for and what they need, if He wills.

However, a boy can be named as “Abdul Al-Mujeeb,” (Worshipper of the Responder, the Responsive), as
this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, a righteous person can be
praised by using the word “Ni'ma” (praised), following the example of praising the two Prophets, Sulayman
(Solomon) and Ayyoob (Job), peace be upon them, in the Holy Quran. They were described as praised
worshippers of Allah (Sad, 38: 30, 44).

As mentioned in the Name “Al-Mujeeb,” believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah
by doing their best to respond to their Lord, Allah, through obedience to His commands and avoidance of
His prohibitions. They should also maintain their continuous contact with Him, through performing the
mandated ways of worship (‘ibadat), voluntary ways of worship (nawafil), calling upon Him, and giving
charity for His sake.

Further, believers should do their best to respond to those who ask them lawfully for something they need,
for help, and for refuge, whether these are their family members, relatives, people they interact with, or
anyone else around the world they can help.

76. Al-Wadood: The Loving, the Affectionate 2923

"Al-Wadood" (The Loving, the Affectionate) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “wadda,” which
means to love, be affectionate, wish to be close to someone, interact with someone to bring love and to
express it. It also means to wish for something, and to wish for something to happen to a person or to a

group of people. 90

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-Wadood” means that He, praise to Him, loves His creations, is kind to them,
and is extending His favors to them. In particular, He loves believers, His worshippers, as He announced
in His Holy Book. He loves the good doers, the repentant and those who purify themselves of sin, the
righteous, the patient, the dependent (relying) on Him, and the just in their rulings. In addition, “Allah loves

those who fight in His cause in a row as though they are a (single) structure, joined firmly.” 91

The following are examples of verses and 'Hadiths which urge believers to be loving, merciful, and
compassionate:
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And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find tranquility in them;
and He made among you love (affection) and mercy. Indeed, in that are signs for a people who give
thought (Al-Room, 30: 21).

Out of love to believers who do good deeds, Allah, praise to Him, promised to instill their love in the
hearts of people, and that He instilled love and mercy between spouses, as He mentioned in the Holy
Quran:

Companion Abu Hurayrah, mAbpwh, said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “If Allah, praise to Him,
loves one of His worshippers, He calls (Angel) Jibril and says: | love (this person). So, love him. Then, Jibril
loves him and calls in heaven, saying: Allah loves (this person). So, love him. Then, dwellers of heaven

(angels) love him, and liking is placed for him on Earth. 92

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It came in
the context of describing Allah, praise to Him, as severe in vengeance towards disbelievers. However, He
is Merciful and Loving (Affectionate) towards believers. He is the Glorious One Who originated creation, to
Whom the Throne belongs, and Who is a Doer of what He wants (Al-Burooj, 85: 12-12).

It was also mentioned another time in the Holy Quran, but without the definite article (Al). It came in the
context of the Shu’ayb, pbuh, warning to his people that they should stop their cheating business practices
(Hood, 11: 84-85). He also told them to ask their Lord for forgiveness, and to repent to Him, promising them
that if they do, they will find their Lord as Merciful and Loving (Hood, 11: 90).
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Indeed, the vengeance of your Lord is severe. (12) Indeed, it is He who originates (creation) and repeats.
(13) And He is the Forgiving, the Loving (the Affectionate), (14) Owner of the Throne, the Glorious (15)
Doer of what He wants (16) (Al-Burooj, 85: 12-12).

And ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and Loving
(Affectionate) (Hood, 11: 90).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Wadood" (O Allah, You are the Loving, the Affectionate), let my family members, relatives, and the believers
at large love me. Enable me to continue good relationships with them, in obedience to Your commands,
and in seeking Your contentment of me.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Wadood,” with the definite article (Al), as it
refers to His uniqueness, in that He is the only One, Who loves His creations, Who is kind to them, and
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Who is beneficial to all of them, particularly the believers. However, a boy can be named “Abdul Wadood”
(Worshipper of the Loving), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by doing their best to show their love to
their family members, relatives, and believers, as a whole. In addition, believers should love to other people
what they love for themselves, as they are commanded by the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh:

Companion Al-Nu’man Bin Basheer, mAbpwh, said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “The example
of believers, in their love, mercy, and compassion towards each other, is like (one) body. If one of its organs
complains, all other organs share (the complaint), with sleeplessness and fever.”

Companion Yazeed Bin Assad, mAbpwh, said that the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, said: “Love for people

what you love for yourself.” 93

77. Al-'Hameed: The Praised, the Praiseworthy 3,-.\653\

"Al-'Hameed" (The Praised, the Praiseworthy) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “’hamada,” which
means to praise, to thank, and to acknowledge favors of others. As a Good Name of Allah, it means that
He, praise to Him, is Praiseworthy by His worshippers for the countless favors He bestowed on them. These
include His creation of the heavens, the Earth, and the Earth-like planets. He gave life to those living in
them, determined their needs, and provided them with sources of livelihood in this life and in the hereafter.
Thus, He is the One Who is worthy of praise, thanks, and gratitude by His creations.

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hameed,” was mentioned ten times in the Holy Quran, with the definite
article (Al). It came alone once, with mentioning the everlasting luxurious life in the hereafter for those who
have believed and done good deeds, in this lower life. He guided them to saying good speech and to His
straight path, for which He deserves their praise, thanks, and gratitude (Al-‘Haj, 22: 23-24). It came also
once, with another Good Name of His, “Al-Waliy” (the Protector), in mentioning that He descends rain and
spreads His mercy to His worshippers, because He is their Protector, Who is worthy of their praise and
thanks (Al-Shoora, 42: 28).

It came three times, with a third Good Name of His, “Al-‘Azeez” (the Exalted in Might), in mentioning that
He descended the Holy Quran on His Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, to get humans out of darkness to
His light. For such great favor, He is worthy to be praised and exalted by His worshippers (lbrahim, 14: 1).
In addition, Allah, praise to Him, mentioned that those who are knowledgeable of His previous Books can
see that the Holy Quran is the truth from Him, as it guides to the straight path of their Lord, the Exalted in
Might, the Praiseworthy (Saba, 34: 6). It was also mentioned with the story of the believers who were burned
to death in the trench of fire, for no other reason than their belief in the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy
(Al-Burooj, 85: 8).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hameed,” was mentioned five times in the Holy Quran, with a fourth Good
Name of His, “Al-Ghaniy” (the Rich, the Free of Need). It came in the context of reminding people that their
Creator, Allah, is the One Who descends rain from the sky (by design), as mercy to them, not to get anything
from them, as He is the Rich, the Free of Need. He created the heavens, the Earth, and whoever lives in
them. As a result, He is worthy of their praise, thanks, and acknowledgement (Al-‘Haj, 22: 64; Lugman, 31:
26). It also came with reminding people that He is the Rich, while they are the poor, who need Him. Thus,
they need to praise and thank Him for the countless favors He gave them (Fatir, 35: 15). Further, it came
with His command to people not to be miserly and not to advise each other of stinginess. However, even if
all people become stingy, it does not decrease anything from His dominion, because he is the Rich, the
Free of Need, the Praiseworthy (Al-‘Hadeed, 57: 19). So, blessed are those who look for the Last Day, on
which they will meet with their Lord, Allah. Concerning those who reject the faith in Him, He does not need
them, because He is the Rich, the Free of Need, the Praiseworthy (Al-Mumta’hina, 60: 6).
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They were guided to the good of speech. They were guided to the path of the Praiseworthy (Al-‘Haj, 22:
24).

And it is He who sends down the rain, after they had despaired, and spreads His mercy. And He is the
Protector, the Praiseworthy (Al-Shoora, 42: 28).

Alif, Lam, Ra (A, L, R): a Book which We have revealed to you (O Muhammed), that you might bring
people out of darknesses into the light, by permission of their Lord, to the path of the Exalted in Might,
the Praiseworthy (Ibrahim, 14: 1).

To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is on the Earth. And indeed, Allah is the Rich, the
Praiseworthy (Al-‘Haj, 22: 64).

This Good Name of Allah, “Hameed,” was also mentioned seven times in the Holy Quran, but without
the definite article (Al). It came once with another Good Name of His, “Majeed” (Glorious), in mentioning
the angels’ reply to the question of Ibrahim’s (Abraham’s) wife, peace be upon them both. She expressed
her surprise about how she can get pregnant at that late age of her life. They answered her that she should
not be surprised about anything Allah, praise to Him, decides. Instead, she needs to praise and thank Him
for that, as He is Praiseworthy, Glorious (Hood, 11: 73). It also came once with another Good Name of
Allah, “Hakeem” (Wise), in mentioning that the Holy Quran is right and truth, to which falsehood was never
allowed to enter during revelation and will never be allowed to enter in the future, because it is from Allah,
Who is Wise and Praiseworthy (Fussilat, 41: 42).

This Good Name of Allah, “Hameed,” was also mentioned five times in the Holy Quran, with a third Good
Name of His “Ghaniy” (Rich, Free of Need). It came in the warning given by Moosa (Moses), pbuh, to his
people, that if they, together with all people of the Earth, reject the belief in their Lord, then He still is not in
need of them. Instead, it is better for them to praise and thank Him for the favors He bestowed on them
(Ibrahim, 14: 8). It also came with the command of Allah to believers, to spend (give away) from the best of
what they have, not from the worst or the deficient. However, if they do not obey, then He still does not
need them. He is Rich (Free of Need) and Praiseworthy (Al-Baqara, 2: 267). Moreover, this Good Name of
Allah, “Hameed” came with the advice given to the People of the Book, to be righteous. If they reject the
faith in their Lord, He is not in need of them, or of anyone else, because everything in the heavens and the
Earth belongs to Him, and He is Rich and Praiseworthy (Al-Nisa, 4: 131). Further, it came with the reference
of God’s favor to Lugman, as He gave him wisdom, for which he needed to thank Him. So, if people thank
and praise their Lord for the favors He gives them, they gain His reward, but if they do not do that, Allah is
not in need for their acknowledgement, as He is Free of Need and Praiseworthy (Lugman, 31: 12). Finally,
it came as a reminder that Allah, praise to Him, sent His Messengers to guide people, for which He is
Praiseworthy. However, many people have rejected His Messages, so they deserve His punishment during
this life (if He wills), and in the hereafter (Al-Taghabun, 64: 6).
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They said, "Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May the mercy of Allah and His blessings be upon
you, people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy, Glorious (Hood, 11: 73).

Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from behind it. (It is) a revelation from a (Lord who is)
Wise, Praiseworthy (Fussilat, 41: 42).

And Moosa (Moses) said (to his people): "If you should disbelieve, you and whoever is on the Earth
entirely, indeed, Allah is Rich (Free of need for your belief), Praiseworthy" (Ibrahim, 14: 8).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
‘Hameed" (O Allah, You are the Praiseworthy). | praise You and thank You for the countless favors you
bestowed on me. | ask You for Your guidance in this life and for Your reward in the hereafter. There is no
other deity but You, praise to You.

The ultimate Praiseworthy is Allah. All other creatures are somehow deficient and have limitations. So,
nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hameed,” or “Hameed,” with the definite article
(Al), or without it. However, a boy can be named “Abdul ‘Hameed” (Worshipper of the Praiseworthy), as
this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Allah, praise to Him guided believers to praise Him. In reciting Al-Fati’ha, at the beginning of every prayer,
they say in Arabic: “praise to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds,” directly after the Basmala. When they stand
after bowing down, they say: “Allah hears whoever praises Him” and “Our Lord, praise is to You.” When
Allah hears this praise from one of His worshippers, He says: “My worshipper praised Me,” as was narrated

in the honored ‘Hadith. 94

So, believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by praising Him as much as they can,
as well as by increasing their good deeds and performing extra ways of worship, following the good example
of His Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh, who stood in prayer one night, until his feet swelled. The Mother of
the Believers, ‘Aisha, mAbpwh, asked him about why he was doing that when Allah, praise to Him, forgave

his past and future sins. He answered: “Shouldn’t | be a thankful worshipper?” 95

78. Al-Majeed: The Glorious 3l

"Al-Majeed" (The Glorious) is an adjectival name, derived from the verb “majuda,” which means to be noble,
honorable, rare in might, and high in rank. It is also a derivative of the verb “majjada,” which means to glorify
and to praise a person for his traits and deeds.

As a Good Name of Allah, "Al-Majeed" means that He, praise to Him, is the highest in nobility, honor, might,
and rank, in His dominion. It also means that He is worthy of praise and glorification for His own inherent
traits, His good deeds for His creations, His forgiveness for His worshippers, and His severe punishment
to those who reject faith in Him.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned once in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al), in the context
of mentioning that He is severe in punishment to those who reject faith in Him, but He is Forgiving and
Loving to believers. He started creation and He will repeat it. He is the Owner of the Throne, the Glorious,
Who does whatever He wants (Al-Burooj, 85: 12-16).
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Indeed, the vengeance of your Lord is severe. (12) Indeed, it is He who originates (creation) and repeats
(it). (13) And He is the Forgiving, the Loving (the Affectionate), (14) Owner of the Throne, the Glorious
(15) Doer of whatever He wants (Al-Burooj, 85: 12-16).

This Good Name of Allah was also mentioned another time in the Holy Quran, but without the definite
article (Al), with another Good Name of His, ““Hameed” (Praiseworthy). It came in the context of mentioning
the angel’s reply to Ibrahim’s (Abraham’s) wife, peace be upon them both. They told her that she would
become pregnant and give birth to Is’haq (Isaac), pbuh. She expressed her surprise about that glad tiding
because she and her husband were old in age. The angels said to her that she should not be surprised
about a matter decided by Allah. Instead, she should thank Him for it, as He is worthy of thanks and
glorification (Hood, 11: 71-73).
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And his Wife was standing, and she smiled. Then We gave her good tidings of Isaac and after Isaac, Jacob.
(71) She said, "Woe to me! Shall | give birth while | am an old woman and this, my husband, is an old man?
Indeed, this is an amazing thing!" (72) They said, "Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May the mercy
of Allah and His blessings be upon you, people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy and Glorious"
(73) (Hood, 11: 71-73).

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Majeed" (O Allah, You are the Glorious). | praise and glorify You for Your inherent traits of glory and
perfection, for the countless favors You bestowed on me and on Your creations, and for Your forgiveness
for believers. | ask You for Your guidance in this life and for Your reward in the hereafter. There is no other
deity but You, praise to You.

Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Majeed,” or “Majeed,” with the definite article
(Al), or without it. However, a boy can be named “Abdul Majeed” (Worshipper of the Glorious), as this Name
represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by glorifying and praising Him, at all times,
as they do in every prayer, when they recite Al-Fati’ha. Allah, praise to Him, hears their praise and
glorification of Him. Then, He answers their supplications, giving them the guidance and help they ask Him
for. Thus, when a worshipper mentions Him, saying in Arabic: “Maliki Yawmid deen” (Owner of the Day of
Reckoning), Allah says: “Majjadani Abdee” (My worshipper glorified Me), as mentioned in the honored

‘Hadith. 96

79. Al-Shaheed (pronounced as ash-shaheed): The Witness ¢!

"Al-Shaheed" (The Witness) is an adjectival name, in an amplified form from another name, Shahid. It is
derived from the root verb “shahida,” which means to see, hear, ascertain, realize, and be present.

As a Good Name of Allah, it means that He is the One Who knows everything, known to His creations and
unknown to them. He is the One Who can see, hear, ascertain, realize, and be present at the incidence of
everything in His dominion. Thus, He is the “Witness" on the deeds and words of His mandated creations:
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humans, jinn, and angels. He is also the One Who will give them His testimony about their words and
actions, on the Day of Judgment.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned twenty times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al).
It came in the context of questioning the People of the Book about their rejection of God’s verses, which
He descended on His Messenger, Muhammed, pbbuh. Allah, praise to Him, is a Witness to what they do.
He is also a Witness to people’s observance of the heredity rules He commanded, to sending His
Messenger to guide people, to descending the Holy Quran, to what the Messiah, pbuh, said to people, to
the obstinance of those who associated others with Allah, in dealing with His Messenger, pbbuh, to the
disbelievers’ rejection to his Message, to the deeds of Jews, Sabeans, Nasserites (Christians), Magians,
and those who associate others with Him, to the observance of the rules of dealing with the Mothers of
Believers, to the fact that His Messenger did not ask people for rewards in return for his mission to them,
to the signs He will show people, in the horizons and within themselves, until it becomes clear to them that
His Message is the truth, to the false claim of the disbelievers that His Messenger invented the Message,
to the fact that He is the One Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, to make it
prevalent over all religion, to what the disbelievers do, and to the revenge of disbelievers, which they

inflicted on the People of the Trench, for no other reason than their faith in Allah. 97
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| did not say to them except what You commanded me, to worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. And | was
a witness over them as long as | was among them; but when You ended my record (by lifting me up), You
were the Observer over them, and You are, over everything, a Witness (Al-Ma-ida, 5: 117).

We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves, until it becomes clear to them that it is
the truth. Is it not sufficient concerning your Lord that He is, over everything, a Witness? (Fussilat, 41: 53).

Itis He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, to make it prevalent over all religion.
And sufficient is Allah as a Witness (Al-Fat’h, 48: 28).

This adjectival name was also mentioned sixteen times in the Holy Quran, without the definite article (Al),
in reference to humans and angels. It came in reference to the Messenger of Allah, pbbuh, in his testimony
that he told the Message of Allah to Muslims, thus completing the missions of the previous Messengers. It
also came in reference to other Messengers of Allah, to two witnesses from among men, to a witness when
business deals are struck, to those who drag their feet when other people get out for fighting in the sake of
Allah, to the Messiah, pbuh, in witnessing the deeds of the People of the Book, when he was among them,
to his testimony on them, on the Day of Reckoning, to the angels, to those who listen to the Word of Allah
and testify that He is their Lord and the only deity, to the human being who is ungrateful to his Lord, Allah,
and who admits that lack of gratitude in a testimony against himself, and to those who take other partners

with Allah, admitting on the Day of Reckoning that none among them is a witness that they are rig ht.98

Applying knowledge about this Good Name of Allah is by calling upon Him, saying: “Allahumma, Anta Al-
Shaheed" (O Allah, You are the Witness) on all what we say and do. | ask You for Your guidance in this life
and for Your reward in the hereafter. There is no other deity but You, praise to You.
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Nobody should be named with this Good Name of Allah, “Al-Shaheed,” or “Shaheed,” with the definite
article (Al), or without it, as this is a unique trait of Allah. Nobody else is a Knower of everything and is
capable of being a Witness to everything. However, a boy can be named “Abdul Shaheed” (Worshipper of
the Witness), as this Name represents a recognition of his worship to his Creator. In addition, a man can
be referred to, but not named, as “shaheed” (withess) and a woman as “shaheeda” (a female witness), as
mentioned in the above examples.

Believers can live up to the meanings of this Good Name of Allah by remembering always that He, praise
to Him, is a Witness to what they say and do. Therefore, they should be persistent in worshipping Him, in
being obedient to His commands, and in avoiding His prohibitions. Thus, they gain His contentment and
peace during their lower life, and a place in His everlasting Paradise, in the hereafter.

Believers should bring to witness those who are just from among them and establish the testimony for (the
acceptance of) Allah (Al-Talaq, 65: 2). Further, testimonies should be given whole and complete (Al-Ma-
ida, 5: 108), and believers should not conceal the testimony, for whoever conceals it, his heart is indeed

sinful (Al-Bagara, 2: 283). 2

80. Al-Haq: The Truth, the Right  (8>)

"Al-‘Haq" (The Truth, the Right) is an adjectival name, derived from the root verb “haqqa,” which means to
correct an issue, or to make sure that it is true. It also means that a person owes something, or something
is owed to him. Further, it means that a person has earned authority, and he rules justly.

As a Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Haq” means that He, praise to Him, is right, truthful, and correct in whatever
He says. He has the authority to rule over His creations, and He is just in His rule. It also means that He is
truthful in His existence and His promises. He is the eternal Truth, while the truths of His creations change
and may not last long. In addition, His creations owe Him acknowledgement and gratitude for the countless
favors He provides them with.

This Good Name of Allah was mentioned eleven times in the Holy Quran, with the definite article (Al). It
came once in the statement that Allah, praise to Him, rules in His dominion rightly and truthfully. He does
not follow the inclinations of the arrogant decadents. Had He done so, the heavens, the Earth, and whoever
is in them would have been corrupted (Al-Muminoon, 23: 71). It also came three times together with
mentioning that Allah is the True Patron of His creations. He is their Lord, their True God, whether they
believed or disbelieved in Him. They will truly see that when they return to Him on the Day of Reckoning
(Al-An’am, 6: 62; Younus, 10: 30; Al-Kahf, 18: 44).
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If the Truth had followed inclinations (of the affluent, the decadents), the heavens, and the Earth, and
whoever is in them would have been corrupted (ruined). Rather, We have brought them their message, but
they, from their message, are turning away (Al-Muminoon, 23: 71).
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Then they will be returned to Allah, their True Patron (Master). Unquestionably, His is the judgement, and
He is the Swiftest of Accountants (Al-An’am, 6: 62).

There (in the hereafter), every self (part of a soul) will be put to trial for what it did previously, and they will
be returned to Allah, their Patron, the Truth, and lost from them is whatever they used to claim falsely
(Younus, 10: 30).

There (in the hereafter), the patronage (authority) is for Allah, the Truth. He is Best in Reward and Best in
Outcome (Al-Kahf, 18: 44).

This Good Name of Allah, “Al-‘Hag” came three more times with His greatest Name, Allah, praise to Him,
and other Good Names of His. It came in the statement that He is our True Lord, and that the alternative to
the truth is misguidance (Younus, 10: 32). He is the True Sovereign, Who has revealed the Quran to His
Messenger, pbbuh (Ta-Ha, 20: 114), and Who will judge the disbelievers and those who take partners with
Him, on